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A RECORD OF ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION. 


WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED THE “BRITISH ARCHITECT.” 


VOL, @XVII.—Me. 3987 


JULY 4, 1919. 





PROGRESS _ IN 


HE Second Reading of the Housing and Town- 

Planning Bill in the House of Lords, since 

our last issue, raised a discussion of some 

interest, as to the future in the matter of 

housing progress. In moving the reading, 

the Lord Chancellor cast a longing glance on the possibilities 

of consolidating the Housing Acts, but stated that in this 

Bill time was the essence of the matter. Few will disagree 

with this view, for however desirable all forms of consolida- 

tion may be, it is obvious that no legal enactments can ever 

reach perfection or finality as long as human progress con- 

tinues. “The present problem,” he stated, “being an 

emergency problem, can only be corrected by emergency 

remedies.” While this is partially true, there is another 

aspect of the situation. The position has become acute on 

account of the war, but it is not due tothe war. The growing 

demands of labour are an obvious cause, but everyone has 

his theory, and it has even been suggested to us that the 
real root trouble dates back to the Japanese war. 

All emergency legislation carries with it very grave 
responsibilities, because all such measures stand, to begin 
with, partially condemned in the matter of principle, and 
their designation implies that, had time permitted, they 
would not have been countenanced, partly because they are 
imperfect in themselves but mostly because they produce 
very serious dislocations which must be watched, and 
subsequently rectified always with some difficulty and 
inconvenience, not to speak of locally incident hardships. 
If, in an emergency, a business man were to dispense with 
his ordinary staff as being unable to cope with a situation and 
to call in at great cost a large and complex organisation to 
tide him over a special piece of work, as soon as the work 
was in training he would prepare for a return to normal 
conditions, and he would certainly let his old staff know how 
they stood and when and under what conditions they would 
return. Our parable hardly needs explanation. We are 
told that every single alternative to the present housing 
scheme was considered, and that private enterprise proved 
quite incapable of dealing with the situation. Granted this, 
we want to be sure—and we have hammered this point 
before—that private enterprise is going to return and that 
we are not for ever to pay for State aid and officialism. We 
think it will be generally agreed that private enterprise 
where applicable—and it is applicable to all normal condi- 
tions—is more economical and rapid than State enterprise ; 
and although we are perfectly loyal to the Housing Bill 
and all it involves, we cannot help wondering what rate 
of progress we should see, and what the national cost would 
be, were the Rent Restriction Act now repealed, all Govern- 
ment stocks of material released, and our housing subsidy 
expended in assisting first our ex-service men and next 
others unsuitably housed, to pay the economic rentsdemanded 
of them. The Lord Chancellor said: “It is far from the 
intention of the Government tp place any obstacles in the 
way of private enterprise in future.” He further added 
that it was of the greatest importance to the community 
economically, commercially and from every point of view 
that private enterprise and not the State should address 
itself to small house building in the future. We welcome 
these words and hope that they will find a place over the 
portal of every official sanctum. 

_ One of the greatest drawbacks to huge State schemes 
is the immense amount of machinery and negotiation which 
they involve before all the varied interests concerned can 





HOUSING LEGISLATION. 


be brought together. For example, we find Lord Downham 
still bewailing the position of the L.C.C. under the Govern- 
ment scheme, not on the old question of the penny rate, 
but on the grounds of raising funds, andin speaking for the 
L.C.C. he spoke for all the authorities who, he stated, had 
first to obtain the money and afterwards to get it back from 
the Treasury. The Council has undertaken to build 10,000 
houses in the next two years and is willing to build another 
10,000 in three subsequent years. Doubt was expressed 
as to whether the bargain made by Dr. Addison would be 
kept by his successors. This is surely an extraordinary 
position. It is as though a purchaser of land, upon which 
a mortgage had been arranged, found it impossible to induce 
the solicitors concerned to proceed with the completion of 
a conveyance. At least, private enterprise would have got 
over such difficulties by now. Lord Downham gave some 
interesting figures of cost just received by the L.C.C. for 
the first lot of houses to be erected. Five rooms (plus scullery, 
bath-room, &c.), £843, four rooms £785, three rooms £745, 
two rooms £655. To these figures the cost of land, roads, 
sewers and the like must be added, equivalent to £200 per 
cottage. On this basis, he reckoned that the total indebted- 
ness of local authorities would be doubled by the scheme. 
A very important and sinister aspect of the question of 
cost was brought out by Lord Grey and others in reference 
to the cost of land for housing purchased by the local authori- 
ties and the absence of any motives for economy, having 
regard to the limit of financial responsibility. It is common 
knowledge that public money is “fair game,” and, as 
things stand, even the local ratepayers have no grounds for 
complaint against their councils for any excessive outlay. 
In fact, to get things done and done well is the sole induce- 
ment, as far as the councils are concerned. It is true that 
the L.G.B. has to approve the schemes, but with our know- 
ledge of the procedure we do not think that too much atten- 
tion will be paid to costs. Some of the figures quoted for the 
price of land as offered to local authorities show that there 
is little disposition on the part of private owners to assist 
this great national work by coming forward in a reasonable 
spirit. We do not ask them to lose money; we merely 
request that what has been decided upon as impossible 
for private enterprise shall be not proved to be impossible 
for State action. To demand prices beyond and often far 
beyond the market rates is not only unpatriotic, but, in the 
highest degree, selfish ; and we suggest that every negotia- 
tion in connection with land purchase should be made 
public, particularly locally, so that the names of these 
grasping owners may be disclosed. We have a large piece of 
machinery, but we rathergfear for the inertia of the Official 
Valuation Department, which is pledged to advise as to the 
sums which should be paid for sites; theoretically by now 
alltheland in the country should have a readily ascertainable 
value ; but of course no one pretends that this work, under- 
taken at enormous expense, was ever completed, or that 
the figures arrived at remain reliable, even if initially satis- 
factory. Any official valuation is bound to cause argument 
anddelay,and we much hope that the extent of the necessary 
appeal to this aid may be small. In our towns, and particu- 
larly in London, this is a subject of most vital importance, and 
action is much delayed by the hesitating attitude of the 
L.G.B. The Board must really come off the fence as regards 
London, and say what it considers suitable for a housing 
scheme in,the inner zone, i.e., what jshould,be paid as a 
maximum for the land and how much should be put upon it. 
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NOTES. 


PEAcE, which was officially 
proclaimed in public places 
on Wednesday, turns all 
our thoughts and energies into new 
channels. Though to so many of us 
the value of this great boon must 
be tempered with lifelong regrets for 
irredeemable loss, it is a gift of untold 
possibilities for good. The difficulties 
which have to be faced in the re- 
construction processes will press with a 
peculiar force on architects and builders, 
but we may be pardoned for pointing 
out that thelesson of the war willfcall 
for insistent memory. We are face to 
face with many hard facts and new con- 
ditions, but a spirit of conciliation and 
good comradeship will ensure the peace- 
ful victories of industries which are now 
so vital to the nation. Well, indeed, will 
our soldiers’ battles have; been fought 
if they bring us a real industrial 
peace, such as can only be founded 
on a right understanding of the princi- 
ples of justice and fair play. Cannot 
now some bond of union be discovered, 
such as will secure the full blessings of 
peace to the architectural profession ? 





Peace ! 


WE have received numerous 

Unity of COmmunications, some of 

Command. which we print on another 

page, on the subject of 

Major Webb’s article in our last issue, 

and the suggestion in our Leading 
Article. 
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New House Hall, Huddersfield. 
From water-colour drawings by Mr. H. D. WALTON. 








We are glad to find that, so far, 
there is unity of thought, and that 
promises well for the future unity of 
command. Mr. MacArthur Bulter’s 
letter is of special interest in showing 
the efforts which have already been 
made to secure professional unity, and 
the question he asks in the last sentence 
of his letter is one which the members 
of the Institute referred to might 
consider. , 


PROFESSOR LETHABY’S 

Professor “ ()bservations ” this month 
oa are more than usually in- 

uggestions. A ° 

teresting and suggestive, and 

might well receive consideration by 
our architectural schools. He is deal- 
ing with ordinary town frontages, and 
some of the problems he discusses are 
the problems which, as he says, archi- 
tectural societies ought to have been 
discussing and answering during the 
last century. Some of his suggestions 
are so obvious that anyone who did 


.not know the facts might think them 


altogether unnecessary. 





An excellent letter by Mr. 

Designs for }7, J’. Hare appeared in 

— the Times a few days ago 
chemes. : P 

on the subject of designs 

for housing Schemes. Far too little 

attention has been given to this aspect 

of the housing question by Parliament 

and housing reformers, and it is well 
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that our leading architects, and 
especially those in official positions, 
should do all in their power to ensure 
full consideration to the architectural 
quality of the designs of the houses 
to be erected. As we _ remarked 
recently, while some exceedingly good 
designs have been accepted for these 
buildings, there are many that leave 
much to be desired, and one often 
wonders how those responsible would 
like to live in them. Mr. Hare’s letter 
will be found on page 13. 





In the description on page 


— 10 of the Men’s Hostel, 
Future in Westbar, Sheffield, which 
Building. we illustrate this week, will 


be found some concluding 
observations which will be readily 
endorsed by most, if not all, architects. 
‘“‘ Looking back over the barren vista 
of five years to the period of creative 
joy of the best of all professions,’’ says 
Mr. Truelove, “ one is appalled by the 
unpromise of the future. When will 
one again find a client whose noble 
spirit will allow one experiments in 
copper cornices, in essays in glass- 
covered walls, in 1} in. concrete 
partitions which might have cracked 
all to blazes; and also, alas! when 
will one be able to do a building like 
this again for £10,000, which was the 
contract price?” No doubt this is al] 
too true, and yet, in spite of the un- 
promising future, building is a prime 
necessity, and the fact of five barren 
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West Tower, Kirkheaton Church. 
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From a sketch by Mr. T. P. BENNETT, 
A.R.1.B.A, 


years makes the necessity greater. 
That we shall adapt ourselves to the 
changed and changing conditions, we 
feel confident, and the future may not 
be worse than the past. It may even 
be better ! 


So much has been written 


Concrete and said recently on the 
Block- De aR seeeatie f 
making Need of speeding up o 

Machinery. labour and the improve- 


ment in our building con- 
struction methods that we hesitate to 
call attention to the article on page 9 
on ‘ Building Reinforced-Concrete 
Houses by Machinery,” but the general 
and special importance of the question 
and the first-hand knowledge of the 
writer, an Anglo-Australian resident 
engineer, are good reasons for doing so. 
Readers of the Builder are acquainted 
with the labour-saving methods by 
which American contractors obtain 
a largely increased output in ordi- 
nary building work; and we now 
learn that manufacturers there have 
devoted a great deal of attention 
to the production of cheap  con- 
crete block machines with excel- 
lent results. We agree with our 
Anglo-Australian engineer that good 
and efficiens management and the full © 
use of up-to-date machinery and 
labour-saving appliances are among 
the requirements for building con- 
Struction here. As he says, with 
expensive labour it is an absolute 
necessity. 
tects and builders,” he 


** We call ourselves archi- 
says, 


** and 








neglect to remedy our defective building 
construction methods.”’ We hope the 

‘ article will be read with the attention 
it deserves. 


In the House of Commons 


Architects on Monday, Dr. Addison, 
“Seen the course of a debate 


on a Vote for the Local 
Government Board, said :—‘‘ They (the 
housing schemes) could not be done 
without adequate assistance. No 
apology was needed for encouraging 
local authorities to obtain the services 
of surveyors, ‘architects and other 
experts—and for obtaining them him- 
self—because unless they possessed an 
adequate, properly-paid staff, the work 
would not be done rapidly or success- 
fully.” Various comments might be 
made on this, but “no apology is 
needed ’’—-how characteristic this is !— 
in commending it to local authorities. 





WE print in another column 
an interesting letter from 
one of our readers, who 
gives it as his opinion that 
the high rate of interest for 
War Loans dating back to the Russo- 
Japanese War was the beginning of 
the end of the speculative builder. He 
suggests that much immediate building 
might be accomplished by making use 
of derelict areas, used during the 
present war as munition centres, with 
much saving in road-making, sewers, 
and soon. All that is wanted, he says, 
are materials. 


The 
Finance Act 
and House 
Building. 


THE Local Government 


Supply “ Chronicle last week con- 
— tained an editorial dealing 
Housing. With D 65, recently;issued 


by the Ministry of Munitions, 
which requires contractors for housing 
to make their requisitions for materials 
after approval by the local authority, 
but this authority and not the con- 
tractor is responsible for payment to 
the Ministry. The authority also has 
to measure up the materials used, in 
order to see that what has been applied 
for is really in the buildings. This 
certainly appears on the face of it a 
roundabout, slow, and expensive 
method of procedure, and we await 
further information, which may possibly 
justify this arrangement, with*some 
interest. 


— 


Tuis is the title given to 
“Enormous 4 Jjeaderette in the Daily 


re me =Chronicle last Friday, in 
‘reference to terders for 
some L.C.C. housing schemes. The 


tenders, says our contemporary, show 
an appalling level of prices—‘ £856 
and £785 for building four-roomed 


cottages, £655 for two-roomed cottages. 
If these are the rates at which we are 





— 


to pay for making up our vast housing @ 


arrears, the community may well be 
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staggered.” We have nothing to say 
to this, beyond remarking that this 
discovery of the greatly increased cost 
of building is decidedly belated. But 
we are “ staggered ” when it is suggested 
that these charges for building are not 
justified, and that “it looks as if the 
builders, knowing that the community 
must have the houses and that Govern- 
ment will pay for their extra cost, are 
determined to push prices to the 
highest possible level, under the idea 
that no level will be prohibitive. If 
profiteering of this kind is really in 
contemplation, the sooner a policy is 


devised to meet it the better.” The 
logic of this is beyond us. Builders 


are well able to take care of themselves, 
and if they think it worth while to 
notice these suggestions, they may well 
express surprise, not that our con- 
temporary is misinformed, but that it 
is not informed at all. Perhaps our 
contemporary would take exception 
to the suggestion that because the 
Daily Chronicle the \ purchaser 
100 per cent. more to-day than it did 
a few years ago, the owners are guilty 
of gross profiteering ! 


costs 





Entrance to Gray’s Inn, from Holborn. 


From a sketch by Mr: T. P. BENNETT, 
A.R.1L.B.A. 
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A WARNING. 


A vERY critical situation exists at the 
present moment in the building industry, 
and the following are the factors which 
make the position serious. 

The employers are rapidly getting 
filled up with work, and are already 
feeling the pinch of an inadequate supply 
of labour. The workmen are pressing for 
their weekly working hours to be reduced 
from the present level (mostly 50 hours 


and upwards) to 44 hours. The Govern- ’ 


ment is alarmed at the prospective 
shortage of labour for its housing schemes, 
and is approaching the building trade 
with a view to setting up a system of 
dilution, as was done in the case of 
munitions. The workmen do not view 
that suggestion with a favourable eye, 
because it would interfere with the 
prospect which they now have of further 
increasing their rates of remuneration. 

Meanwhile, the Government has been 
refusing endorsement under the Wages 
(Temporary Regulation) Act, 1918, to 
certain recent awards of wages by 
Conciliation Boards, on the ground, 
apparently, that the advances over pre- 
war wages given during the war in the 
engineering and other industries ought 
not to be exceeded now that the war is 
over. Those advances-were given wholly 
or mainly upon the cost of living, the 
implication being that, while labour was 
entitled to reimbursement of the increased 
cost of living, it was not entitled to 
consideration in the shape of wages for 
the increased demand. In short, the 
law of supply and demand was set aside 
during the war so far as the wages of 
labour concerned. Now that 


were 
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D.O.R.A. has ceased to. apply, the 
workmen naturally think that they are 
entitled to increased wages in view of 
the increasing demand for their services, 
_and if the law of supply and demand 
is to operate it is quite conceivable 
that building trade wages may go con- 
siderably higher in the near future, 
and unless the Government, in the 
national interest, again sets aside that 
law of supply and demand it is difficult 
to see how further rises can be prevented 
without labour disputes of the most 
serious and extended character. 

The feeling of both employers and 
operatives at the present time is such 
that the smallest dispute may develop 
into a national struggle of the most acute 
kind. It will be a deplorable result if 
that happens, and will undo the excellent 
work which has been done during the 
war to bring employers and operatives 
together for harmonious working for the 
good of their industry. It will scrap 
the machinery set up for that purpose 
under the’ Whitley report, and we shall 
be back again in the old bad times when 
employers and operatives lived in a 
perpetual state of friction and mutual 
suspicion. 

The Government, by its recent attitude 
towards awards of the Conciliation 
Boards, is doing infinite harm to the 
good relations which have for some time 
past subsisted between employers and 
operatives in the building trade, and 
are forcing the moderate elements, on 
both sides, in the direction of those who 
advocate what is called “ direct action.” 
Moreover, those good relations are being 









Solarium.— 17th Floor, Allerton House, New York. 
Mr. A. L. HaAgyon, Architect. 
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View from South-West.—Allerton House, 
New York 


Mr. A. L. Harmon, Architect. 


twisted by thoughtless and ill-informed 
persons into a suggestion that there is 
actually collusion between employers and. 
operatives to force up wages. 

The present policy of pin pricks and 
innuendo ought to cease at once, and if 
the Government wants its housing pro- 
gramme speedily carried out, without 
undue cost, it ought to take the building 
industry into its confidence and concert 
with its representatives a __ policy 
which will secure the result without 
impairing the good work that has been 
done. But it is useless to appeal only 
to the workmen and employers in the 
building industry to keep down the cost 
of building while the manufacturers and 
purveyors of building materials are 
allowed to continue to adjust prices to 
suit their own ideas of profit. It is not 
only labour which has gone up a hundred 
per cent. in cost. Materials have advanced 
similarly, and if the law of supply and 
demand is to be set aside for building 
trade operatives and employers, it must 
also be set aside for manufacturers of 
materials. 

No half measures will achieve the 
result, either all must be left free to do 
the best for themselves under the circum- 
stances, or all must be brought into line 
for the carrying out of a policy which 
places the national interest first and 
subordinates all other interests, as was 
done for munitions. 
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Proposed New Theatre, Leeds. 

An offer of £80,000 has been made to the 
Leeds Improvements Committee for the pur- 
chase of a site in City Square; the offer is at 
the rate of £45 per yard. It is understood that 
it is intended to build a theatre on the site. 
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BUILDING CONTRACTS. 


ee * 


WE have received from Mr. E. J. Rimmer, 
B.Se., A.M.1.C.E., barrister-at-law, the follow- 
ing commentary on Mr. James F. Butterworth’s 
articles, published in our issues of June 20 
and 27 :— 

“ Mr, James Butterworth’s enlightening 
comments upon—and examples of—the ‘ cost- 
plus-fixed-sum’ form of contract, published in 
your issues of June 20 and 27, are, in my 
opinion, deserving of the most careful con- 
sideration of all those interested in finding a 
solution to the very difficult question as to 
what is the most just, businesslike and economi- 
cally sound form’ of contract under which to 
carry out the immediate future building and 
engineering work in this country. The contract 
which he exemplifies is in principle very much 
of the form recommended by the Colwyn 
Committee Report; but, on the other hand, 
it should be observed that Mr. A. A, Hudson, 
K.C., at the recent conference on the condition 
of the building industry—and Mr. F. H. A. 
Hardcastle—unreservedly and emphatically con- 
demned this form in their advocacy of a return 
to the competitive contract system. 

‘“* Now, I venture to think that, while Mr. 
Hudson’s views may express the general 
opinion of the architectural profession as a 
whole, there is a steadily increasing number of 
architects and engineers, as well as building 
owners, who strongly favour the cost-plus-fixed- 
sum contract for use in certain cases, in view 
of the advantages so ably set out by Mr. Butter- 
worth in his first article. For this reason, 
the ‘ Gilbreth’ contract, given by Mr. -Butter- 
worth in his second article as an- example of 
this form, is worth very close consideration, 
to see whether it falls short or not of giving 
that protection to the building owner to which 
he is clearly entitled in placing a contract 
under which the contractor’s responsibilities 
for workmanship, material and expedition 
are almost completely removed, and his profit 
secured in any event. 

“The most important element of such a 
contract is the good faith of the contractor, and 
Article 3 goes to the whole root of this question. 
This article provides: ‘ The contractor agrees 
that he will neither solicit nor undertake any 
contracts on alump-sum-unit price or guaranteed 
maximum of cost during the period ef con- 
struction of this contract.’ The purpose of this 
article appears to be (a) to prevent the cost- 
plus-fixed-sum job being used by unscrupulous 
contractors to pay for lump-sum contracts 
running concurrently; (b) to remove the 
temptation from contractors to place un- 
advantageous contracts for goods and materials 
to be used for the cost-plus-fixed-sum contract 
with manufacturers who, in return, will give them 
advantageous contracts for materials for the 
contractor’s lump-sum contracts; (c) to pre- 
vent the cost-plus-fixed-sum contract being 
improperly used for the employment of men 
temporarily unemployed by the contractor on 
lump-sum contracts which he desires to keep ; 
and generally to remove the temptation of the 
contractor to place more than a proper pro- 
portion of his establishment and other ‘ on 
costs’ on to the employer's work. 

“Now, this clause is clearly an essential 
protection to the employer; but, at the same 
time, it cannot be conceived that British 
contractors with large workshops and manu- 
factories, or any other work of magnitude, 
will be willing to cancel their other work for the 
period of their cost-plus-fixed-sum contract. 
Article 8 will, therefore, have to be omitted 
from British contracts, or a different set of 
contractors, without workshops and without 
plant, will have to be employed for this class 
of work. If the latter alternative is adopted, 
the contractor will merely become a business 
agent for the employer to place contracts for 
materials, plant, transport and labour, and 
should (as I explained in a letter to the Times 
En;ineering Supplement, March, 1919)  re- 
nounce all interests in manufactures and 
businesses connected with the building trade, 





so as to be free to deal adversely with the sub- 
contractors in questions of price and quality. 

“ If Article 3 is omitted, various difficulties 
indicated by me in a recent paper before the 
R.I.B.A. arise; and, moreover, the very 
serious question referred to by Mr. Hudson, in 
his paper before the conference with reference 
to workshop costs, must also be faced. There 
is, in the example contract, no sufficient or 
precise provision dealing with workshop costs, 
and it may safely be presumed that Mr. Gilbreth 
had no workshops. In cases where joinery 
forms a large part of the contract, however, the 
matter is a very important one. No con- 
tractor who canemploy his workshops at a good 
profit is going to use them for the purpose of 
a job on which he is only going to get net cost 
plus fixed sum. In order to get over this 
difficulty and those referred to by Mr. Hudson, 
it is clear that, whether Article 3 is retained 
or not, the competitive system must be pre- 
served for the supply of joinery as for all other 
manufactured articles. 

‘Very much the same remarks apply ‘to 
plant and transport belonging to the contractor. 
There is no sufficient inducement to a con- 
tractor to use his own stuff; and, therefore, 
a contractor without either plant or transport 
is more suitable for this class of contract than 
one possessing it. There are, in addition to the 
above, several serious criticisms to be made to 
the ‘ Gilbreth’ contract form. Contractors, 
as the war has shown, are disposed to be over- 
generous to their staffs at the employers’ 
expense, and something more than the right 
to dismiss staff is required to be given to the 
employer to prevent this. Moreover, it is not at 
all clear from the wording of the last sentence 
of Article 11 (‘ The decision of the owner shall 
be final in all matters pertaining to the conduct 
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* extras,’ as in lump-sum contracts 
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of the job ’) that this would enable the employer 
to so interfere in the methods adopted by the 
contractor to exercise complete control 
over expenditure. It must be remembered 
that it will be in tle financial interests of the 
contractor to earn his profit in the shortest 
possible time. Generally speaking, this is a 
strong point in favour of the use of this form 
but, on the other hand, there are methods 
(adopted during the war by contractors under 
this class of contract), which, while they 
increase the rate of progress, prove to be 
extravagances when tested by business princi- 
ples. Definite and unambiguous authority 
should therefore be given under the contract for 
the employer to step in and give definite 
and binding instructions as to the expenditure 
as well as to the ‘ conduct’ of the job. 
“In conclusion, Article 9 is not at all satis- 
factory—at least, from the point of view of 
employer and contractor. To the lawyer, on 
the other hand, it raises great expectations in 
introducing once again the old question of 
! It would 


as 


be less ambiguous for the fixed sum profit to 
apply to something quite definite, though wide 
in scope, apart altogether’from the ‘ original 
(which may not all be in existence at 


plans ’ 
magni- 


the time of letting the contract) or 
tude’ referred to in the example * given.” 
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Bridlington Developments. 


The Bridlington Town Council has” decided 
to promote a Bill in Parliament for the purchase 
of land and buildings, in order{to extend 
the Prince’s Parade westwards, and to carry 
out street improvements. It is”also proposed 
to erect a grand pavilion and to proceed with 
further developments. The estimated cost of 
the work to be included in the Bill is £150,000. 


Allerton House, New York.—Detail of Roof ;Garden. 


Mr. A. 


L. Harmon, Architect. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





A Soldier’s Dinner. 

It has been suggested that a dinner for 
architects who have been on active service in 
any of His Majesty’s Forces, on land or sea, 
should be held in London during the coming 
month. The date suggested is July 30, and 
the price of the tickets would be 7s. 6d. 
Applications for tickets should be sent on or 
before the 20th to any of the following. 
Time and place will be notified later. Maurice 
G. Webb, 19, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W. ; 
W. G. Newton, 4, Raymond-buildings, W.C.’; 
M. Waterhouse, Staple Inn-buildings, 335, 
High Holborn, W.C. 1; G. Fildes, 9, Durham- 
villas, Kensington, W. 1. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. H. Townshend Morgan has now been 
demobilised, and is resuming practice at 88, 
Gower-street, W.C. 1. Telephone : Museum, 798. 

Mr. Adam K. Ball has completed his services 
in connection with the Housing Branch of the 
Ministry of Munitions (lately transferred to the 
L.G.B.), upon which he has been engaged for 
over three years, and has resumed practice as 
a quantity surveyor in partnership with his 
brother, Mr. Charles I. Ball, at 7, King’s Bench 
Walk, Inner Temple, F.C. 4. The practice will 
be carried on under the former name of Adam 
K. Ball & Son. 
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Allerton House, New York. 


Mr. ArtuurR Loomts Harmon, Architect. 


An Architect’s Estate. 


Mr. Rowland Plumbe, F.R.1.B.A., President 
ef the Architectural Association in 1871-2, 
who died on April 2, left £32,222. He gave 
£250 to his secretary, Alfred Henry Piddington ; 
£300 to Caroline Cross, in his service ; £2,000 to 
Helen Hall, for her devoted attention as nurse. 


Leeds and Bradford Historical Societies. 


About fifty members of the Leeds and 
Bradford ~ Historical Societies recently visited 
Otley Parish Church, under the guidance of 
Mr. E. C. Newstead. The door and chancel are 
probably of early Norman construction, and 
the church contains some massive monuments. 


City Improvements. 


The City of London Corporation proposes to 
widen Old Broad-street, at an estimated cost 
of £220,000. 

The Improvements and Finance Committee 
has submitted a plan to the Corporation for 
the widening of Aldersgate-street to 70 ft., 
at an estimated cost of £703,105. 


Erections for Peace Celebrations. 


In regat\ to the erection of grand stands 
for Peace celebrations, &c., the Board of.Trade 
is desirous of reminding all concerned that, 
as far as possible, these should be constructed 
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out of second-hand material, home-grown 
timber, munition boxes, or other material 
which can be suitably framed together. jt is 
desired that imported timber suitable for 
building, purposes should be drawn upon as 
little as possible. Where imported timber has 
to be used, it should be framed in such a manner 
as not to interfere with its subsequent use.for 
building purposes. 


The Housing Campaign. 

Dr. Addison, President of the Local Govern: 
ment Board, stated, last week, that the Council 
of the Building Trades’ Federation was to be 
called upon to devise a‘comprehensive scheme 
for labour, which would be approved by both 
employers and employees, in connection {with 
the Government housing schemes. 


The Control of Forestry. 


The Government has now formed a perma- 
nent policy with regard to forestry, which has 
been incorporated in the Forestry Bill, intro- 
duced in the House of Lords last week. The 
Times learns that the main object of the Bill 
is to establish a small central authority to con- 
trol the general forestry policy, including 
finance, research and education. There will be 
executives for England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland, and the central authority will include 
experts from the four countries. There will be 
divisional officers under each executive and 
also district officers, who will superintend 
planting operations, give advice to landowners. 
and look after the training of foremen and 
woodmen. 
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Entrance, Allerton Hcuse, New York. 
Mr. A. L. Harmon, Architect. 
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Unity of Command. 


Srr.—I have read with the greatest interest 
the experiences of Major Webb, D.S.O., during 
the war, and the moral which he draws from 
them in regard to unity of command as applied 
to the architectural profession. , 

Major Webb states that there are two archi- 
tectural bodies trying to run the show who 
contradict one another in the public Press. 
If he is referring to The Society of Architects 
and the R.I.B.A., I suggest that he is not cor- 
rect. The Institute would not be so rude as 
to contradict the Society, though the Society 
sometimes finds it necessary to point out 
that the R.I.B.A. is not entitled to speak on 
behalf of the whole profession, except in agree- 
ment with the Society. Major Webb is one 
of those architects whose experience of soldier- 
ing has led them to appreciate the value of 
a united command. Other architects learned 
the same lesson long ago, and endeavoured 
before the war to apply it, but without effect. 
They tried again during the war with the 
same result. As regards pre-war efforts to 
bring about unity by amalgamation between 
the Institute and the Society, it may be of 
som interest briefly to state the facts of the 
case. In the autumn of 1910, the Society 
had made certain arrangements for pushing 
the Registration Bill in Parliament, and, as at 
the same time the Council of the R.I.B.A. 
were pledged to a Registration policy, the then 
President of the Society, the late Mr. Geo. E. 
Bond, on his own initiative wrote on Nov. 23, 
1910, to Mr. Leonard Stokes, at that time 
President of the R.I.B.A., suggesting nego- 
tiations with a view to the joint production 
of a Registration Bill. The result of this was 
that a series of joint meetings between the 
two bodies were held, extending over twelve 
months, and certain proposals were approved 
by the Councils and members of both bodies, 
but on the eve of the Society confirming the 
arrangement, a legal hitch occurred with 
regard to the power of the Council of the 
R.I.B.A. to enter into the agreement. The 
next step was that the R.I.B.A. Council drafted 
an amendment to the Charter with a view of 
surmounting the difficulty, but on being pre- 
sented to the general body of members of 
the Institute, there was organised opposition 
tv it on the part of the junior members, and 
the scheme was referred back, in face of the 
remarks which the then R.I.B.A. President 
had made at the Society’s annual dinner in 
April, 1911, namely : “ if there was any honour 
in the Royal Institute, it would be shown to 
the Society in this matter.” Nothing further 
was done by the R.I.B.A. to get over the 
difficulty, and, therefore, the negotiations 
came to an end. 

The next step towards unity was taken by 
the Society early in 1916, when the Council 
decided that opportunity ought to be taken 
during the war of a conference with the R.I.B.A. 
on some points hitherto at issue between the 
parties, so that the friendly relations existing 
between them might become permanent, and the 
need for raising certain contentious questions 
after the war, become non-existent. The 
Council of the Society fully appreciated the 
delicacy of the task in again taking the initia- 
tive in inviting the Council of the R.I.B.A. 
to admit the Society's representative to a 
Conference on Registration and other matters. 
In doing so, the Society pointed oyt that both 
parties were to a large extent agreed upon 
the principles of Registration, but divided 
on the method of carrying it into effect, the 
result being that, whenever either party made 
& move, a deadlock ensued. The Society 
also suggested that even on less contentious 
matters there was unnecessary overlapping 
and duplication of effort, and there was room 
for co-operation on economic lines in the 
direction of the standardisation of Forms of 
Contract and other professional documents, 
and in other directions. 

Much to the regret of the Society, the Council 
of the R.I.B.A. intimated that, as the subjects 
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suggested for consideration at the proposed 
Conference were of a controversial character, 
the Council were precluded from discussing 
them during the war by pledges given to their 
members. So ended the second attempt by 
the Society at Unity: 

In 1918 the Society again approached the 
Institute, this time with a proposal for joint 
action in the production of a standard Form 
of Building Contract. They got so far as a 
joint meeting of representatives, but as the 
Institute Council did not accept the recom- 
mendations of the Conference, as put forward 
by their own representatives, and made it clear 
that their proposal was to continue the Con- 
tract Form as an Institute ddécument, these 
negotiations also fell through. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the 
initiative has been taken by the Society on 
three or more separate occasions, each time 
without result, and the present position is that 
the Society has published a ‘separate Form of 
Contract, and is proceeding with its Regis- 
tration proposals and other matters arising 
out of a development scheme of some magni- 
tude. 

What conclusion can be drawn by the pro- 
fession from these facts, other than that the 
R.I.B.A., as a body, is not prepared to pay 
the price of peace, if it involves the absorption 
of the Society. On the other hand it cannot 
be said that the Society stands in the way of 
progress or unity, seeing that it has always 
offered to step aside if the Institute would 
take the lead in Statutory Registration, and 
it gave further evidence of its bona-fides by 
agreeing to commit suicide in 1911. I have 
reason to believe that some members of the 
Institute regret that it was prevented from doing 
so by the action of the Institute itself. 

You suggest in your leading article, and I 
have also seen it stated elsewhere, that there 
is discontent in the profession. If this is so, 
I think it is a very good sign, because hitherto 
architects have been too apathetic in regard 
to matters affecting the interests of the pro- 
fession as a whole. 

You suggest that action should be taken 
in the direction of Unity at once. I have 
pointed out that so far as The Society of Archi- 
tects is concerned, action has been taken long 
ago and repeated several times. It might 
have been settled during the war, but appar- 
ently the members of the Institute who joined 
H.M. Forces took the precaution before doing 
so of tying the hands of the Council of the 
Institute so tightly that they could not take 
any steps towards unity, which involved 
negotiations with the Society, until after the 
war. Now that Peace has been signed, will 
the Institute members untie the knot ? 

C. McArtuur Butter. 
Secretary, Society of Architects, 

Str,—I have read with great interest Major 
Maurice Webb’s brilliant sketch of his experi- 
ences during the war. I was also very pleased 
to see his concluding plea for unity and loyalty 
in the architectural profession. 

As regards the latter, I have nothing to 
add to what I said in my paper at the Institute— 
to which you kindly referred in your leading 
article in last week’s Builder—except one 
biblical quotation : 

“ Tf a house be divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand.” 

Architects cannot any longer remain the 
only ones who refuse to acknowledge the bind- 
ing force and truth of.that old axiom. 

F. M, Smpson. 


Str,—Major Maurice §Webb’s article in your 
last number, and the conclusions he draws 
from his experiences in several fields of war, 
cannot fail to interest all who desire to see 
unity in the Architectural world. There 
could notebe a better time than the present for 
a determined effort to be made to bring this 
about, and.I should like to see all other matters 
put into the background until it is achieved. 


I believe the two bodies running architectural 
organisations are. apt to take the difficulties 
in the way of combination too seriously, and 
with good will on both sides it should be pos- 
sible to come to a satisfactory settlement 


within a month. 
H. Austen HALL, 


Str,—Major Maurice Webb, in his stirring 
article, and you in your leader, last week 
emphasise the importance of unity in the 
profession. In the first of my two articles on 


‘** The Architect, the Engineer and Architecture” 


published in your issue of April 25, was 
written “‘ The Architectural field is like the 
battle-field, complete success is only attained 
when the command is in the hands of one 
strong man.” 

This applied primarily to the design and 
execution of an architectural undertaking ; all 
concerned in the operation, including the 
constructional engineer, should be under the 
command of the architect. With regard to 
the point more particularly referred to by 
Major Webb, the unity of the profession, 
this implies that two of the architectural 
societies should be amalgamated. It is a 
curious coincidence that the suggestion should 
be made in the issue that gives the account 
of the presentation of the Royal Gold Medal 
to Mr. Leonard Stokes, who did so much to 
bring about the much-to-be-desired union. 
There are, however, other societies who might 
be brought into the fold; societies started 
for the study of certain branches of architec- 
tural practice, such as the Concrete Institute 
and the Town Planning Institute—was the 
latter wanted when the R.I.B.A. had a Town 
Planning Committee ? In my second article, 
published on May 9, the union of all is proposed, 
and the formation of ‘one really strong society. 

Major Webb suggests that architects who 
have served in his Majesty’s forces should band 
themselves together. Would it not be better 
for ALL to join in the good work and form a 
League of Architects, as I ventured to suggest 
in my second article ? 

Everyone will be glad to see Major Webb 
back, safe and sound, and throwing the same 
vigour into civil work, that he did into military. 

W. J. H. Leverton. 


Sir,—With regard to Major Webb’s article 
outlining his experiences of the last five years 
and the moral he draws from them, and of your 
leading article on the same subject, I associate 
myself with you and with the President of the 
A.A. in a desire for unity of command. It is a 
fact that before the war opposition to a broad« 
minded policy towards unity in the profession 
was strongest among the younger men. 

No doubt associateship of this or that body 
is something of an achievement, and is valued 
as a thing of worth; but, as Major Webb 
suggests, there is a wider view, namely, that in 
the interests of architecture and of architects we 
should unite in a single body and serve under one 
command. 

Some sacrifice by each unit is necessary in 
order to present an unbroken and formidable 
front to the forces of ignorance, neglect and 
indifference, opposed to the art we try to serve 
individually. 

Why not unite and pull together ? 

Most men who have served in either of the 
Forces have been surprised at the quality of the 
other fellow. This understanding and goodwill 
which carried us through the war, should now 
carry us a long way through the collective and 
individual difficulties of the immediate future. 

W. Curtis Green. 


Sir,—I have read with great interest’ the 
article by Major. Maurice WelLb in your 
issue of June 27th, and your leading article 
on the above. I was a company commander in 
the 60th Division, mentioned by Mr. Webb, 
at the capture of Jerusalem, and afterwards 
became a  staff-captain and subsequently 
D.A.Q.M.G. of a division which, in the opera- 
tions of last autumn, advanced to Haifa and 
Beirut. Major Webb’s article, therefore, has 
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special interest for me, and I entirely agree with 
his views and the moral to be drawn from 
one’s experience in the Army, as applied to the 
present condition of the profession: 

I would concentrate attention more particu- 
larly on Mr. Webb’s third heading, in which he 
says: “ In this connection the apparent absence 
of effort on the part of our governing body to 
ensure that the properly qualified architect is 
to take his place in the Government housing 
scheme is very noticeable throughout the 
country.” 

One has only to glance through the advertise- 
ment columns of the technical papers and 
read the numerous advertisements by local 
authorities for architectural assistants to help 
their own surveyors to carry out their housing 
schemes, to realise how true this is. During 
the war, most of us, I think, looked forward 
to using our best endeavours for the rebuilding 
of England, and it is most depressing to return 
after this long absence only to find that, in the 
majority of cases, the work is to be done by 
salaried assistants to the local surveyors with a 
standing and wage but little better than a 
clerk of works or chief foreman. 

The Press is overflowing with articles and 

suggestions to educate the public as to the 
importance, both practically and aesthetically, 
of employing skilled technical experts to carry 
out these housing schemes, but when it comes 
to the point, the local authorities, in the 
majority of cases, employ the cheapest men— 
qualifications being but a secondary considera- 
tion. 
In a recent letter to the R.I.B.A. Journal, 
I suggested that, if not too late, the R.I.B.A. 
should approach Dr. Addison with a view to 
making the Government grant dependent on 
the appointment of a fully qualified architect. 
to be nominated or approved by the R.I.B.A. 
or affiliated societies. I believe that some such 
attempt is now being made, but why was this 
course not taken in the first instance ? If it 
was the fees that were in dispute, surely an 
arrangement could have been made on the lines 
of the arrangements made with the medical 
profession for panel patients. 


It is a very critical time for the architectural 


profession. Practically the only. works of any 
size which have much chance of being carried 
through during the next year or so, are housing 
schemes, and the architect who is not employed 
on these will get very little work to do. 

Unless we become united and _ properly 
organised, we shall surely go down .before a 
world of trade unions and highly organised 
communities, even as the Turk collapsed before 
Allenby’s organised strength. 

I heartily support your suggestion of a 
Conference at the earliest possible moment. 

G. BerkeLey WILLS, R.1.B.A. 





Smr,—The following advertisements, which 
appeared in the Daily Teleyraph recently, 
seem to supply a pretty good answer to the 
question as to how the present situation in 
the profession hag come about. 

* Architectural Draughtsman required, in 
Factory in N.W. London, to prepare detail 
drawings for extension of factory and offices- 
write stating full particulars of experience, 
age and salary to —- Advertising Offices, Fleet 
Street, E.C.4.” 

** Architect has Vacancy for an articled pupil. 
Good opening for youth leaving school who 
is smart at figures and fond of drawing. Low 
premium, mostly returned in wages.—Write 
—, High Holborn, London, W.C.1.” 

These two advertisements appearing side 
by side, afford a perfect example of that vicious 
circle—the present system—in which the 
“ youth with a taste for drawing”. who, .if he 
is lucky, gets “ most of a premium returned 
in wages,” is introduced into the profession— 
becomes the assistant at a wage-cut figure 
which deprives the architect of part of his 
fees, which he attempts to make up by taking 
more pupils. 

This is all the more pertinent to-day, as there 
are signs that the R.I.B.A. is waking up from 
a sweet sleep of about 5 years’ duration to find 
that a large number of houses are going to be 








built and that architects are not going to build 
them. Hence the circular to Allied Societies 
asking for evidence of assistants carrying out 
Housing Schemes under the Local Borough 
Surveyors. Evidence should not be difficult 
to collect, but to make use of it is not quite so 
easy. It may seem uncharitable to say so, 
but it looks as if the profession, having carefully 
made its bed with plenty of knobs in it, is 
going to be forced to lie on it most uncom- 
fortably for some time to come. 

The R.I.B.A., being the only Chartered body 
in the profession, is supposed to represent 
the profession, and, so far as I know, has done 
nothing (and apparently intends to go on 
doing nothing) to stop the systematic flooding 
of the profession by the introduction of an 
unlimited number of premium pupils with a 
callous disregard of their qualifications and 
opportunities, and consequent chances of 
success. Is it to be wondered at that these 
people, for whom there is no place in the exist- 
ing system after the expiration of their articles, 
with possibly “‘ the return of most of the pre- 
mium in wages,” should seek security and 
safety with reasonable hours of labour in a 
public office or do detail drawings for factories 
and offices in N.W. London, for such figures 
as they can obtain? If, by doing so, they 
deprive the practising architect of his work, 
whose fault is it but his own? I see that 
Mr. G. Berkeley Wills, A.R.I.B.A., writes in 
the. last issue of the R.ILB.A. Jcurnal with a 
grievance. So far as I can see, the grievance 
is on the side of the people forced by a vicious 
system to do the work at less than its full 
value. 

Mr. Walgate foreshadows still more unions 
and seeks a solution in Registration. No 
other policy has ever been proposed, therefore, 
it holds the field. But never again. the old 
pre-war Registration, which would have created 
an even more privileged class than exist at 
present. Tammany Hall, itself, in my opinion, 
could not have persuaded even the most re- 
actionary Government in the world to swallow 
such a Bill, and we were advised, while we 
prepared it, that it stood no chance. No 
Bill that leaves the assistant where he is to-day 
can ever pass into law. 

Registration must come about if nothing 
less than compulsion will do, and with it com- 
plete control of architects by the Profession, 
with power to make its laws and break those 
who break the laws, for then and only then, 
will it be possible to deal with the status of 
the assistant—a question that has been burked 
already far too long. 

Mr. Walgate looks to reconstruction within 
the Institute. That is one way, and if that 
is not possible, then in the name of right and 
justice let the Institute pass away for ever 
and leave the work to others, or stand a reproach 
in a new State, for which its members fought 
and died, and who lie so quietly side by side 
wherever Britons bled. 

I read with pleasure Major Maurice Webb’s 
account of his experiences and the moral too— 
but there is one most important omission. 
As one who had a certain amount of concen- 
trated excitement in France and Flanders, may 
I say, that one secret of efficiency lay in the 
way those placed in positions of responsibility 
dealt effectively and at once with the legitimate 
grievances of the rank and file. The moral 
of this in the profession to-day is only too 


painfully obvious. 
WituraM Friskin, A-R.1.B.A, 





The Finance Act and Housing. 

Srr,—As an old hand in the building trade 
who has carried out his avocation in many 
parts of the country—Yorkshire, Northumber- 
land, Durham, Lancashire, and around Bir- 
mingham, and also superintended cottage 
building at Bournville and Port Sunlight—I 
I should like to add my contribution of experi- 
ence towards the many who are trying to assist 
the country in solving the housing problem. 

First, I should like to dispel a very, popular 
illusion, and that is, that the Finance Act 
was mainly responsible for the reduction of 
speculative house building, which up to a 
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certain period maintained the requirements of 
the population. If anyone would carefully 
study the inner history of the trade, they would 
find that the Russo-Japanese War was the 
cause of the breakdown of the speculative 
house building, in that the heavy War Loans 
at high interest drew most of the trust money 
out of this country, and, consequently, the 
interest asked for first mortgages was con- 
siderably enhanced, and the _ speculative 
builder, who was mostly a man of small capital 
but vastly energetic and practical, was crippled, 
could not meet his engagements, and went 
down. This can be proved by looking up the 
bankruptcy records of the period named. 

Now, I wish to point out a way in which the 
housing, or a considerable portion of it, could 
be proceeded with at onez. 

In all parts of the country munition, aircraft 
and other factories, camps, &c., have been 
erected. A large number of these are in an 
unfinished state, and many others are to be 
demolished as not being applicable for civil 
or manufacturing purposes. Thousands of 
acres of agricultural ‘land have been acquired 
for these purposes at very small cost. Miles 
of roads, sewers, railways, gas and water 
supplies, have been laid down, the ground 
levelled and surveyed, bridges, &c., built, 
and so far as I know, the whole of them have 
been laid out for ready access to large centres 
of population. 

What is to become of all this labour and 
material ? 

Are we to see these derelict spots dotted 
about the country, with their gaunt, decaying 
walls. and roofs tumbling in, whilst spending 
months in breaking into fresh agricultural 
land, and surveying and gathering other 
material together when the whole of this 
preliminary work might be adapted ? 

In the Editorial columns. of the Builder, 
published on 20th ult., a few remarks were 
offered on Bricks versus Concrete, but in the 
cases I am: naming, there are thousands of 
tons of good brick aggregate on the sites, 
foundations in, sewers and connections, and 
material galore to proceed with, and I feel 
certain from personal observation (being 
Surveyor on two) that millions of pounds 
could be saved to the nation, thousands of 
hands could commence work immediately, 
saving any further unemployment doles, and 
thousands of houses could be ready for occupa- 
tion long before winter comes upon us. 

Aur. B. Stmpson (Surveyor). 





Should the Unfit be Despised. 


Sir,—Now that the dreadful war is con- 
cluded building work is being resumed, with 
the result that several good appointments 
are open weekly for architectural assistants 
and others engaged in the profession. In 
most of the advertisements it is clearly stated 
that “ preference will be given to ex-service 
men.” Quite right, too, these brave fellows 
who took great risks should receive every 
consideration, but, what about the men who, 
unlike the Conchies, had the pluck and 
patriotism to volunteer early in the conflict only 
to be rejected at the Medical Examination ? 
Surely these fellows will not be despised 
when applying for an appointment. A large 
number of those who are unfit for arduous 
outdoor work have as much’ ability as their 
stronger confederates. 

ALBERT STEPHENS. 

[We are glad to print our correspondent’s 
letter, but we do not think these men will be 
despised.—Ep.] 


og 
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Jury 4, 1919 | ( R, 


3h 


MACHINERY. 
AN “ANGLO-AUSTRALIAN 


By 

CONCRETE houses, to the average mind, are 

associated with the old-fashioned grey block 

buildings, with stereotyped faces in imitation 
of stone. 


The modern method of reinforced concrete | 


construction lends itself to any design and 
numerous artistic finishes, such as white 
Portland cement, a production of recent 
years, rough cast; the familiar garden city 
house finish, half timber reproductions in 
cement, leaving a perfect impression of the 
grain of the timber on the a of the cement 
bands, which may be stained, and the panels 
finished in Kentish Rag rough cast; another 
artistic finish is rough cast to the height of the 
ground floor walls, and the upper floor walls 
finished in a reproduction of vertical tiling, 
plain or ornamental, perfect in colour and 
finish, of old or new tiling, without any of the 
defects of the original. Another pleasing 
effect is to cast the wall slabs with sunken 
joints in imitation of stone, the upper story 
being finished in rough cast, for imitation 
vertical tiling. 

A pre-cast reinforced concrete wall, 2 and 
1} inches in thickness, composed of two parts 
of clean, sharp sand, four parts of gravel or 
ballast, graded from 3} to } inch, and one part 
of Portland cement, can be made perfectly 
non-porous. For successful waterproofing the 
compound should be mixed with the dry 
cement by machinery, and not by the usual 
haphazard hand-mixing process. 

in colouring the face of concrete when 
casting, the colour mixture should be added 
to the dry cement, and thoroughly mixed by 
machinery. For block facing, manganese 
dioxide should be used; for green and red in 
vertical and roofing tile reproductions, chromium 
oxide and Chattanooga iron ore; for slate 
colour, manganese dioxide; for terra-cotta, 
ed iron ore. With these colouring materials 
quite a large number of artistic finishes may 
be given to concrete houses. Manufacturers 
have placed upon the market a number of 
stains especially made for concrete. They can 
be easily and quickly applied, and their 
covering power is at least twice that of oil 
paint, which is unsuitable for new cement or 
concrete work. The majority of cement and 
concrete colouring materials are the products 
of American manufacturers, and are very little 
known. to architects in this country. 

The great demand for and the scarcity of 
bricks has brought concrete blocks more into 
use for buiiding purposes; these are made 
with semi-wet concrete, and should be well 
rammed, preferably by machine tampers, and 
the concrete mixed by machinery, for which 
purpose batch mixers of 2 feet. capacity and 
upwards havé been produced by American 
manufacturers. Concrete block machines are 
produced very cheaply in America, and may be 
obtained for from about £10, with a complete 
set of face plates for the manufacture of blocks 
with rock face, rock-face tooled margin, bush- 
hammered tooled margin, tooled, panel, plain 
and various others. There are many makers 
of block machines, some make face-up machines, 
others face-down. There has of late years 
been placed upon the market a machine with 
a capacity of 1,000 blocks per day, of excellent 
quality. It weighs about 10 ewt., and 100 tons 
pressure can be applied by a system of toggle 
leverage; the concrete is pressed into dense 
compact blocks from two to three times faster 
than by any other process. Three movements 
only are required to complete a block. One 
movement applies the pressure; one delivers 
the block; and one returns the box ready for 
the material; there is no loss by cracked 
blocks, and a wall with a continuous air-space 
may be constructed with them. With all its 
advantages this machine is not yet upon the 
market in this country, and we are contented 
with the old and slow type of block machine. 

We have much to learn in this country about 
handling and building in concrete. Numerous 


wheelbarrows and a large stationary mixer is 
an antiquated and costly method for concrete 
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work; the long hours and low wages ruling 
in pre-war days caused the employing con- 
tractor to give very little consideration to the 
employment of additional men and the neglect 
of machinery and labour-saving devices for 
building construction. Mixing concrete by 
hand with the old-fashioned concrete gang 
should never be permitted, as it results in 
imperfectly mixed concrete and heavy cost. 
I have known a gang of twelve Chinese women 
concreters mix and place 21 cubic yards of 
concrete in nine hours; on my return to 
England in 1916 I watched a similar number 
of men concreting on a job at Whitehall, and 
their work was not equal to one-half of that 
amount, and the concrete was not half mixed. 
One navvy wheeled about half a barrow of 
concrete to another navvy who was waiting 
for him with an empty bafrow, the second man 
continued the journey to the place of deposit, 
after some conversation, and his mate returned 
with the empty barrow for which the concrete 
gang were waiting. Good and efficient manage- 
ment, and the full use of up-to-date machinery 
and labour-saving appliances are the require- 
ments for building construction here; with 
expensive labour and small output it is an 
absolute necessity. With the right plant, it 
is possible to erect a block of four pre-cast 
reinforced cottages in ten days, and a double 
chimney to a two-story house in four hours, 
without scaffolding ; houses and chimneys can 
be erected by an ordinary 5-ton crane, without 
scaffolding, in less time than it takes to erect 
and remove an ordinary bricklayers’ scaffold. 
These houses comprise posts, beams, and slabs 
of reinforced concrete prercast on the building 
site in a horizontal position. Wall slabs are 
cast in adjustable frames, and the roofs are 
timberless, and improve with age. An equiva- 
lent to upwards of 800 bricks can be laid in 
one operation, and 180 tiles in roofing. If 
the costly method of brick building were perfect 
it would be defensible: like the tiling on the 
roofs, it is constantly under repointing and 


repair, tiles become broken and blow off, 
ceilings are continually damaged through 


faulty roofs. We call ourselves architects and 
builders, and neglect to remedy our defective 
building construction methods. 

Were bricks obtainable at 20s. per 1,000, 
delivered on the site, and an average of 1,000 
bricks laid in eight hours, it would cost more 
to build in brick than concrete pre-cast and 
machine erected. It is impossible to tell the 


cost of a brick house to-day until the job is 
We read about British < bricklayers - 


finished. 


laying 700 bricks per day, and American 
bricklayers laying double that number. I 
have measured up a number of jobs during 
the past two years, and the number of 
bricks laid per day for bricklayer and labourer 
has been 320; if they were asked to do better, 
their answer was invariably, “ If you are not 
satisfied, guv’nor, give me my money; there 


is plenty of work about besides yours.” On 
making inquiries, I find that the cost works 
out as follows :— 
a. @, 
Bricklayer.—ls. 4d. per hour for 
9hours.. is See 
1 hour overtime wee i 
Bonus, 12} per cent. 1 9 
Country money per 
day es a 
Labourer. — 1s. Id. per hour for 
9 hours... “Oe 
1 hour overtime we. 2S 
Bonus er aes ee 
Country money per 
day és a 
. 
Total per 320 bricks laid 30 11 


The above equals £20 per rod for labour only. 

With modern methods of reinforced concrete 
construction there is no necessity for an idle 
moment for any man. employed on the works ; 
if a man is standing idle he is loafing. With 
the old-fashioned bricklaying and hand labour, 
it is the work of the labourer to keep the brick- 
layer supplied with bricks and mortar—the 
slower the bricklayer, the less work for his 
labourer ; likewise the tiler and other trades, 

Unless a concrete job is properly organized 
and efficiently managed, the work is not carried 
out quickly. A large number of men with 
plenty of wheelbarrows and a large concrete- 
mixer, and al! as busy as bees, will not produce 
the best results in speed and economy. Two 
j-yard mixers, one placed at each end of the 
job, will save labour .and time, and result in 
more work in a day than a |-yard mixer placed 
in any other position. It is now possible to 
obtain run-about mixers’ with a petrol engine 
on the same carriage, the whole weighing only 
10 ewt.; these are side delivery machines, 
and can be operated by three men to fill, mix 
and place the concrete. It costs no more to 
have the material delivered on the job where 
it is to be used than it does to dump it in one 
place near the old-fashioned stationary mixer, 
the concrete, after mixing, being wheeled to the 
place of deposit,adding cost to every barrow load. 

The cost of centring and casting in situ 
has been the drawback of reinforced concrete 
in the past. With the new method of standardis. 
ing members and pre-casting them on the site, 
reinforced concrete has become by far the begt, 
and cheapest method of building construction, 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lys School, Cambridge. 

We have previously illustrated the new 
buildings by Messrs. Aston Webb & Son, and 
now reproduce Mr. MauriceWebb’s elevational 
drawing from the exhibition of the Academy, 
showing how the proposed new memorial 
buildings will link on to the existing work. 





Men’s Hostel, Westbar, Sheffield. 

This building was the last building completed 
by the architect (Mr. J. Reginald Truelove, 
A.R.I.B.A., 11, Buckingham-street, Adelphi, 
London, W.C.) before he joined the Army, in 
August, 1914. It was handed over to the 
owner during the third week of August, 1914. 
and has not been illustrated before. 

The owner built it as a practical protest 
against the type of accommodation offered 
to men in what is known as the common lodging- 
house. Sheffield, at the time, possessed nothing 
of this nature, except a very much smaller 
building (also built by the same owner), which 
was his original experiment in the provision of 
improved lodging. 














It is a question whether this type of institution 
should not be provided by municipal authoritiest ; 
but the building illustrated shows how private 
enterprise may provide a crying social need, 
and also prove to be a not unprofitable invest- 
ment. . 

Since its completion in 1914, the Hostel has 
never had a vacant bed, and there are 268 
Food at astonishingly low rates is provided ; 
this, with the revenue from the billiard-room, 
helps to contribute to what is a very respectable 
return for the capital sunk—and at the beginning 
the beds were only 6d. per night, even now the 
price is but 9d.! Each man gets a separate 
cubicle. 

The Hostel is entirely privately owned ; it is 
under the control of no organisation. There are 
no rules other than those obtaining in any 
hotel. The only principle that is preached is 
cleanliness and self-respect. In every way 
it is a poor man’s hotel. 

Whilst the authorities are spending so much 
time and money over accommodation for the 
working man with a family, and whilst so 
much ink is being used on discussions as to 
whether sculleries should have five doors or 
six, and as to what is the proper position for 
the bicycle of the artisan—the present writer 
pleads for thought and attention on the subject 
of accommodation for the lodger, the man 
who must live where his work takes him, the 
widower with the grown-up family, even the 
bachelor workman! Unless our industrial 
centres can get more places similar to this 
hostel it will be found in practice that that 
third bedroom up the winding stairs of the 
subsidised, standardised model home _ will 
inevitably be let to the “ lodger,” who 
will, thereby, pay the rent, continue to compli- 
cate domestic relations, and crowd the junior 
members of the household into bedroom No. 2. 

The floors, girders and stanchions of. the 
Hostel are of reinforced concrete 

The exterior is mainly of white Peterborough 
bricks with sand-faced, cherry-red dressings ; 
hand-made purple bricks from Luton forming 
the ground floor story. 

The cornice of the Westbar facade is of copper 
and projects 4ft. The steel roof principals 
project over the wall, carrying a light wooden 
framework, on to which the copper sheeting 
is fixed The top of the cornice is boarded 
and covered with natural asphalte; the 
interior of the panels of the soffite is painted 
white. The air inlets on the ground floor are 


Hostel at Westbar, Sheffield. 
Mr. J. Recinatp TrRUELOvVE, A.R.I.B.A., Architect. 





Hostel at Westbar, Sheffield. 


Mr. J. ReGinaLD TRUELOVE, A.R.I1.B.A., 
Architect. 


of bronze, from the architect’s model; these 
inlets were treated with butterick acid and are 
satisfactorily green. The cornice, however, 
which it was thought would turn green, became 
quite black; but looks, perhaps, better so. 

The floors are covered with a combination 
of cement, sawdust, &c., treated with paraffin 
and bees wax, and kept always in a high state 
of polish with Pickering’s Floor Polish. 

The Ijin. reinforced concrete partitions 
of the cubicles were a special effort evolved 
by the architect and Messrs. Hodkin & Jones, 
Ltd. ; they are covered with patent plaster 
into which wax has been rubbed, and are very 
clean, white and satisfactory, with an enamel 
surface ; although only of the thickness men- 
tioned, they are perfectly rigid and have never 
shown a crack. 

The basement walls were decorated with a 
patent glass treatment. The patent consisted 
of painting the back side of the glass (with 


patterns and colours reminiscent of, but not - 


copying, the marble of Cippolino, Pentelikon, 


Carrara and Sicily, &c.), and then applying-a 
coating of special cement. The sheets of glass 
were all sizes, and the design and colour was 


worked out very carefully. People flocked from 


miles around to see this new form of decoration 


when it was newly put up; it was really very 
effective. But, alas! something was wrong 
with the cement, and now the walls look dull 
and weird; it is difficult to distinguish 
which portion had its motif in Cippolino and 
which in Sicily. 

The general contractor was Reeves Charles- 
worth, of Hillsbro’. Sheffield ; Messrs. Hodkin 
& Jones, of Queen’s-road, Sheffield, did the 
reinforced concrete, the partitions and the 
floors; and Messrs. Braithwaite, of West- 
street, Sheffield, did the plumbing. 

If the reader is ever reduced to the need of 
a 9d. bed, he can do no better than to journey 
to Sheffield and study the excellent and pains- 
taking work of these expert craftsmen in «itv. 
Out of his adversity much knowledge might 
be gained. 

Looking back over the barren vista of five 
years to the period of creative joy of the best 
of all professions, one is appalled by the un- 
promise of the future. 

When will one again find a client whose 
noble spirit will allow one experiments in copper 
cornices, in essays in glass-covered walls, in 
1} in. concrete partitions which might have 
cracked all to blazes; and also, alas! when 
will one be able to do a building like this again 
for £10,000, which was the contract price. 
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SUGGESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS. 
VI.—ORDINARY TOWN FRONTAGES. 


By W. R. LETHABY. 


Anour a month since I. saw great 
preparations being made for painting 


the window frames of Queen Anne’s © 


Mansions—the tall buildings in West- 
minster. - Cradles attached to long new 
ropes, dropped from the parapet so far 
above, were being hoisted from the 
ground. Again, a week after, I saw 
some cleaning being, done to the giant 
lettering over a shop front in Oxford- 
street. A long ladder was unsteadily 
balanced on the crowded pavement 
while a man climbed to a dangerous 
position, hanging on with one hand to 
supports which seemed as if they might 
give way as he worked with his other 
hand. I hardly dared look lest “‘ some- 
thing should happen.” 


Such common needs as these seem 
to me the proper data for a town 
“architecture” which might be truly 
reasonable and really interesting. The 
existence of dirt and soot, and the need 
of access to every part for periodical 
cleaning, . painting and repairs, is too 
often forgotten; the probability that 
the frontage over a shop will all be 
smothered in advertisements is not 
recognised. These are the probl-ms 
which architectural societies ought to 
have been discussing and answering 
during the last century. 


For all such constantly recurring 
problems we have to seek for standard 
solutions, and this was being done a 
hundred years ago, before the style 
anarchy came upon us. We may, 
erhaps, have confused ourselves by 
thinking that the houses and shops of 
a hundred years ago, as they, were 
certainly not ‘“‘ Gothic,” must have been 
“designed: in the classical style.” As 
a matter of obvious fact, however, this 
was not so. There is nothing classic 
about neatly laid stock brick, or in large 
windows divided by thin sash bars, jn 
fanlights over front doors, and in cast- 
iron balconies at drawing-room windows. 
In truth, the supposed “ classic style ”’ 
was often reduced to the profile of a 
few mouldings. The building instinct 
of the time, indeed, was fast eliminating 
even these by reducing them to near 
vanishing point in stonework and by 
substituting flush framing in joinery. 

If I were to say that we must study 
that “‘ period ” and “revive” the “style,” 
I should be easily understood, but I do 
not mean that. We should not do 
work which will be like what was done 
before, but only in a similar sensible 
way. We must put the quest for 
building perfection in the place of 
“architectural styles.” 

If windows have to be cleaned and 
painted, light, strong balconies, which 
will not interfere with the lighting of the 
floor below, must be provided for the 
purpose. As lettering will surely be 
put up in business streets, we must 
provide reasonable places for it on the 
one hand, and on the other try to get 
such regulations that it shall only be 
put up in reasonable size and quantity. 
Who should point out that the present 
not is wrong, if architects do not? The 
current customs of our own day are the 


only possible bases for a modern archi- 
tecture, and it is our business to make 
them orderly and as rational as may 
be. A great architectural problem is, 
how to deal with the festoons of tele- 
graph wires which cross our streets in 
such an untidy way. 

The question of the solid flat roof, the 
suitable division of one holding from 
another, the bringing down of the water, 
easy access to windows and chimneys, 
the regulation of advertisement, the 
encouragement of cleanliness, brightness 
and smartness, the improvement of 
shop fronts—these are the great archi- 
tectural questions which are ignored 
while our students are dreamily taught 
to “render designs” in orange and 
purple, and to have a pretty knack 
of touching-in pink parasols. We have 
to put realities in place of visions, and 
think buildings rather than drawings. 


For shops there seem to be three 
main types possible: (1) The girder and 
stancheon type, which might be made 
interesting if it were frankly done and 
elegantly finished; for big spans and 
tall fronts some visible latticing of the 
main girder would, perhaps, be a possi- 
bility. (2) The single arch treatment ; 
in this case the arch can be over the shop 
itself, or at a floor above. (3) The 
arcaded treatment; the window frames 
should usually be set clear of the pillars. 
The great need is that there should be 
no muddle and compromise, no looking 
ashamed of necessity, no pretending 
that the architect could do a temple or 
church, but that a shop is not good 
enough for his “ genius.” Frankness, 
directness, boldness will solve many 
difficult riddles, but a shop front cannot 
be any more difficult than anything else 
to the free and active mind. 


In residential streets and _ terraces, 
many of the old practical expedients 
are worth re-examinafion. It would be 
a pleasant thing to see a living quarter 
of London well rebuilt in terraces, with 
occasional crescents and squares, but 
absolutely modern and without the least 
suggestion of cocked-hat and sedan-chair 
humbug. ~— slightly-bowed frontages 
which were being built about 1820 had 
advantages in several respects, ~~~ ~. 
A few inches of curvature, perhaps 
nine or twelve on a narrow frontage, 
sacrifices little space, but it makes 
that front into a unit; it takes the 


‘sunlight in pleasant ways and gives a 


different angle of outlook which may 
be very valuable. Where a house front 
is three windows wide, it is possible to 
let the central one go up higher than 
the others and near to the ceiling without 
cutting out too much of the walling ; 
moreover, this gives a centre to each 
front. Some houses in Percy-street, 
Oxford-street, are suggestive in this way. 


Our tradition of painting town fron- 
tages all over has advantages in leading 
to periodical refreshments. Painting 
directly on the brickwork, as we some- 


.times see in country towns, has much 


in its favour—the texture of the brick- 
work striking through is pleasant. Part 
painting, as the ground story, or some 
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region about the front door easily got 
at, is a possibility. White and colour 
washes should also be considered. The 
virtue of plain stonework seems to be 
forgotten. Stone Buildings in Lincoln’s 
Inn are a lesson, External plastering 
has not (of late vears, at least) been 
well enough done for it to be in any way 
attractive at the present time, but 
doubtless right and reasonable things 
might be accomplished. The custom 
of painting the window reveals white, 
together with the sashes and frames, has 
advantages ; the white reflects light, the 
fresh paint is a relief to dirty brickwork 
when seen in raking views—it shows 
care. The nearer the plane of the glass 
is to the frontage line the more will the 
glass reflect the sky into the street, and 
sky reflection is better than a gloomy 
hole. Sawn slab marble is now so cheap 
that it might be desirable to try to use 
so good a material, if it could be done 
quite naturally without looking grand, 
or like “art” or “ style” or “ design.” 
‘Perhaps the front door might be lined 
round with the least risk of these dangers. 
External cast-iron lintels might be used 
over windows. 


Much of the older cast-iron work so 
plentiful in London thirty years ago 
was truly admirable, perfect, indeed, for 
what it was. It ought to be recorded, 
for it is fast disappearing, and it was 
an excellent example of fresh thinking 
applied to a comparatively poor material. 
It would be. better still if some iron- 
casting firm were to put reasonable and 
efficient castings on the market, as good 
as the others were for their time. Why 
should it not be possible to buy a yard 
or two of decent railing, or a little gate, 
without all the agony and failure of a 
special design? Indeed, the whole 
question of stock elements and standard 
sizes needs thinking over, and also the 
contributions that manufacturers might 
make to a reasonably developing school 
of building. By conference with sculp- 
tors, it might be possible even to get 
some little ee like a bunch of flowers 
in coloured earthenware, for occasional 
use, but it would be difficult to be suffi- 
ciently commonplace for building ‘pur- 
poses. 


I should like to suggest to some 
students whose whole time is not taken 
up in the rendering of projects in their 
ateliers (what a lingo for the building 
craft!) that they might examine and 
record the old common-sense procedure 
of city builders from the point of view 
of pleasant efficiency. We have put our 
hopes in extraordinary genius rather 
than the sensikle and the common, and 
the results are abundant for anyone 
to see who has an eye to see. As a 
beginning for doing better we have to 
turn round and go in the opposite 
direction. Good building is a question 
of orientation, direction, aim; it. is 
impossible to face two ways at once. 
Those who seek the reflection of style 
will never find the bone of reality. 


ees 





London. 

The¥Improvements and Finance Committee 
has asked the Corporation for powers to prepare 
a scheme for the provision of about 2-200 
working-class houses outside the City area 
in accordance with the obligations of the 
Housing Bill. The estimated capital cost is 
£2,000,000. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


Paintings of the British War-Zone at the Fine Art 
Society. The Drummond - Collection at 
Christie’s. 

In the series of oil paintings now 
exhibited at the Fine Art Society’s 
Galleries, Mr. Hughes-Stanton, A.R.A., 
puts before us a faithful and admirably 
expressed record of the battlefield of the 
British Army in France, which, we may 
remind our readers, though limited in its 
length at the onset to some thirty miles, 
extended before the war was over to 
more than three times that amount, 
almost every rood of which was the scene 
of fierce encounters. The field of these 
encounters, extending from Mons and 
Ypres to Neuve Chapelle, Loos, Lens, 
Vimy, Arras, Albert, Peronne, the Ancre 
and Cambrai, has been often depicted, 
but perhaps rarely more convincingly 
than here. To say. that these paintings 
are exciting, suggestive of the dramatic 
and terrible conflict of world destinies, 
would be too much; but yet there is 
something fearsome and impressive in 
the naked desolation of the land, the 
lowering canopy of wintry, rain-laden 
skies. We understand that when the 
artist at length secured his coveted 
permission to visit the front, he was 
debarred, through the Armistice which 
shortly followed, from picturing the 
actuality of war, of bursting shells and 
gas-laden fumes, 

Among his landscapes here, painted 
under November skies, we notice first the 
view of ‘‘ Arras from the suburb of 
St. Nicholas,” which was the scene. of 
the fighting of the First and Third Armies 
in. 1917, ‘‘ Mons, from the Bois des 
Dames,” painted after the German 
evacuation in November of 1918, and the 
view of “ Lens,” which has been just 
purchased by the Imperial War Museum. 
Then we come to the great canvas of the 
“St. Quentin Canal,” which was presented 
by the artist to that Museum, finely 
composed, but giving just that impression 
of melancholy desolation to which we have 
above referred. We feel in the most of 
these works the absence of warmth and 
sunshine, obviously not with any sense 
of blame, for the artist had to paint what 
whe saw under the conditions of last 
winter; yet it is‘a relief to come to the 
sunny brilliance, the warm colouring of 
“ Fontaine la Dame,” or the lovely 
twilight scene of ‘The Lighthouse at 
Etaples,” where the crucifix in the 
foreground completes the chord of sub- 
dued emotion. 

Apart from the troubles of Mr. Philip 
Alexius Laszlo, which seem to be occupy- 
ing a very unnecessary am@unt of public 
attention before they can be “ probed 
to the bottom,” the most interesting art 
actuality of last week was the sale at 
Christie's of the fine collection of Sir 
George Drummond of Montreal, which 
totalled in the two days a sale price of 
£151,000, a record even for Christie’s. 
The honours were taken by the Franz 
Hals portrait of Joseph Coymans, bought 
by Sir George for £2,500, and sold last 
week for 25,000 guineas! Pieter de 
Hooghe took second honours with a 
wonderful interior, sold at 7,600 guineas ; 
but Guardi’s ‘‘ Fete on the Grand Canal ” 
ran this close at the high price of 6,200 
guineas. It had cost Sir George about 
£800,%and shows that this Master, like 
Goya,”stands high just now in prices. 
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COST OF BUILDING. 


WritineG in the Press, the Right Hon. J. R. 
Clynes, M.P., says that he cannot believe that 
there is much ground for the assertion that 
the practice by individual workmen of the 
policy of limited output has become a serious 
handicap in connection with housing schemes, 
and he thinks that action should be taken by 
the trade unions concerned to dispel the public 
impression that is being formed. The building 
trade calls for hard and exhausting work, and 
it is a serious thing to allege that the men 
employed in the trade require a week in which 
to perform a day’s work. He had read that 
the number of bricks set per day by a brick- 
layer had diminished from 1,200 to 200, and 
if this statement were true it would render the 
erection of houses at a rent suitable for the 
working classes an impossibility. He did not 
think that men in the building trades should 
be expected to work at such high pressure in 
these days as formerly. A reduction in the 
number of bricks laid per day is no proof that 
a fair day’s work is not being done; there 
must be a reasonable pace for the work in 
order that the human being may not be driven 
to the highest point of his physical effort during 
the whole of the time he is at work. It*must 
not be expected that men in the building trade 
will be guided now by the conditions which 
existed when so much building was in the 
hands of speculators and architects, who built 
property to sell as soon as possible. Available 
figures show that the building trade employees 
have had increases of wages during the war, 
allowing for the reduction of working hours, 
amounting to about 100 per cent. Mr, Clynes 
is convinced that the men have everything to 
gain by stating their case, either in the form 
of a public inquiry or through the Press. 
Building is a stimulus to a score of other trades 
and occupations. Any check deliberately put 
upon it should be exposed to view, and he 
believes that full and reliable evidence would 
reveal to the public causes for delay altogether 
unconnected either with workmen or their 
unions. Now, he asks, who will formulate the 
charge, and who can answer it ? 


Obstacles to Building. 


With regard to the present high cost of 
building, Mr. Herbert W. Horner, of Aldgate, 
gives the following information in a letter to 
the J'imes :—‘* The pre-war wages in London 
for carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, masons and 
plasterers were 10}d. per hour; at present 
Is. 9d. per hour. Labourers, 7d. per hour ; 
at present Is. 5d. per hour. Bricks, woodwork, 
joinery—i.e., doors, wiftdow sashes and frames, 
skirtings, floorings, &e.—cement, lime, , glass, 
iron and steel for joists and girders, wal!paper 
and paint? &c., all require labour in their 
manufacture ; the price of these has doubled 
and in some cases trebled in value. It is 
obvious that under these circumstances building 
cannot be carried out at the pre-war price. 
Before the war a respectable builder could 
borrow money to finance his building specu- 
lations at 4 per cent.; I do not think he 
could obtain it now at 7 per cent.” 


MEETINGS. 


Sarurpay, July 5. 

St. Paul’s Ecclesiological Society.—Visit to 
Sir John Soane’s Museum, Lincoln’s Inn. 
2.30 p.m. 

Monpay, July 7. 

Caxton Hall, S.W. 1.—Mr. R. Horniman on 
“ Transport and Housing, as affected by the 
Gattie System of Cheap Transport.” 8.30 p.m. 

National Association of Master Plasterers.— 
Dinner at Holborn Restaurant. 6 p.m. for 
6.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, July 9. 

‘Chadwick Public Lectures. —* Housing from 
the Hygienic and Aesthetic Aspects,’ by Mrs. 
S. A. Barnett, C.B.E. At the Art Gallery, 
Church-street, Brighton. 7.30 p.m. 


| Jury 4, 1919. 


WAR MEMORIALS. 
Irish National War Memorial. 


Lord French has issued an appeal to Irish- 
men for assistance in the movement for tli 
erection of a national war memorial to Irishmen 
who have fallen in the war. It is proposed 
that the memorial shall be an imposing structure. 
on the site of the Soldiers’ Central Club, Colles: 
street, Dublin, which will be used as a hostel 
for soldiers garrisoned in, or passing through. 
Dublin. It is also proposed to include in the 
building a “‘ Memorial Record Room,” which 
will contain, on parchment rolls, the names of 
all the Irishmen who fell in the war. 


Hammersmith. 


The memorial tablets to be erected in the 
Hall of the Latymer Upper School, Hammer- 
smith, in memory of old scholars who have 
fallen in the war, are to be designed by Mr. 
Frank Brangwyn, R.A. 


Memorial to London Troops. 


The proposal to erect a memorial to London 
troops in front of the Royal Exchange was 
discussed at a meeting of the City Corporation 
last week, when, after a long discussion, 
an amendment rejecting the design of Sir 
Aston Webb, and referring the matter back to 
the Streets Committee for reconsideration, 
was adopted. 


——_-+ -@ + —— 


COMPETITION NEWS. 


Penzance. 


For the War Memorial Committee.—Designs 
for a war memorial. Particulars from Mr. 
©. E. Venning, 38, Morrab-road, Penzance. 
Sending-in day, July 14. (See our advertise- 
ment pages June 6.) 


Nottingham. 


For the Corporation Housing Committee.— 
Plans for the laying out of the Sherwood Estate 
of 127} acres, and for designs for working- 
class dwellings to be erected thereon. Par- 
ticulars from the Town Clerk, Nottingham. 
(See our advertisement pages June 6.) 


Incorporated Institute of British Decorators. 


The Institute is offering two travelling 
studentships, of £25 each, for competition. 
The drawings must reach the Secretary of the 
Institute, Painters’ Hall, E.C.4, not later 
than September 29, 1919. Further particulars 
may be obtained from the Secretary. 


Bridlington. 


For the War Memorial Committee.—Designs 
for a war memorial. Premiums £100 and £50. 
Sending-in day, September 30. Particulars from 
the Secretary, 79, Quay-road, Bridlington. 
(See our advertisement pages June 20.) 


Glasgow. 


For the Corporation.—Designs for the 
lay-out of about 250 acres, including house- 
plans ; premiums £400, £250, £150 and £100. 
For the lay-out of 19.3 acres, including 
house-plans ; premiums, £150, £100 and £50. 
Designs for houses; premiums, £150, £100, 
and £50. For the lay-out of about 520 
acres ; premiums, £200, £100 and £50. For 
models of cottages; premiums, £100, £50 
and £25. Sending-in day, July 31. Further 
particulars from the Corporation. : 


Chester-le-Street. 


Nineteen plans weré submitted in connection 
with the competition organised by the Chester- 
le-Street Urban District Council for a block- 
plan for its housing scheme. The premium of 
£100 has been awarded to Mr. Holmes, of North 
Shields, and he and Mr. E. M. Lawson, of 
Chester-le-Street, who submitted the plan con- 
sidered to be next best, have been invited to 
attend the next Council meeting, with a view 
to their joint services being obtained for the 
scheme. 
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THE STATUS OF THE ARCHI- 
TECTURAL ASSISTANT. 


A CORRESPONDENT writes as follows :— 

" It"is"a recognised fact that one section of 
the architect’s assistants have already, for 
the goodwill of the main body, raised them- 
selves into the status of a separate profession ; 
the position of the main body is now agnatter 
of serious consideration to the vast body of 
men, who feel that their metier is in organi- 
sation, system, and the grasp of building 
problems generally, rather than_in the role of 
designer. It is generally agreed that the 
architectural profession is so complicated 
nowadays that the work of architects and 
assistants is largely distinct, and best executed 
by men of different temperaments working in 
harmony. The Tee-square which is the in- 
spiration of the one is a cramping influence to 
the other. The need for accuracy in draughts- 
manship tends to stultify the free flow of ideas, 
whereas it is life’s greatest pleasure to another 
body of men. Details of the Building Acts 
and by-laws, the law of light and air, the 
principles of steelwork, conditions of contract, 
good letter writing, which are the mental 
food desired by the one, are merely an annoy- 
ance and hindrance to the other. 

Up to the present this physiological aspect 
of the profession has not been realised in this 
country, although for many years it has been 
recognised and acted upon on the other side 
of the Atlantic. The architect™here, although 
he often has a great respect for his assistant, 
and appreciates the services rendered to 
himself personally, has been rather inclined 
to underrate those rendered indirectly to his 
clients, and by no means inclined to treat his 
assistant as a professional man as he does his 
emancipated assistant, the quantity surveyor. 

After a long lull in architectural practice, 
due to the war, we are now in a position to 
review the whole matter in a way that might 
never have occurred otherwise. Doubtless in 
time a separate profession of _ architectural 
assistants would have grown on the present 
stock, just as in the past the engineering and 
surveying assistants have established for 
themselves a separate status, but now this 
period of planned reconstruction seems the 
opportune time to recognise as professional 
brethren, rather than either as subordinates 
or an inferior lot of men, those who have what 
we often lack, the power of concentration, 
love of method, the grip of small detail and, 
most of all, the love of building for its own 
sake, 

Under modern conditions it is practically 
impossible for a man’s output to be what it 
should without such capable assistance, even 
if, as is rarely the case, besides planning and 
designing ability, he possesses the necessary 
quatifications for seeing the building through 
in all its aspects. In the past, many admirable 
partnerships have existed between men possess- 
ing these varying qualities; these have nearly 
always been based on the mutual introduction 
of work, but a common feature of the capable 
architectural assistant is that he is often 
incapable of introducing work though possessing 
great power of carrying it out ; the consequence 
is that he spends his life ynder a shadow, with 
a personal feeling that he is not getting his 
deserts and engendering in the minds of his 
friends a feeling of pity. This is good 
neither for himself nor the community. The 
assistants who made a speciality of steelwork 
fifty or sixty years ago felt this ; their members 
being few and full time employment for their 
special branch rarely existing in any one 
oftice, after a struggle they gained recognition 
as equals, and, being free from grievance, gave 
of their best whole-heartedly. This has led to their 
raising their charges to rather too high a figure. 
A similar history applies to the profession of 
(juantity Surveyor, but there is no such feeling 
of freedom, independence and comradeship 
with the man who has studied the practical 
side of building. He who has given a life of 
thought to the correct preparation of working 
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drawings—no mean art—who has specialised 
in the law respecting buildings, who forms the 
connecting link between the architect and the 
engineer, the architect and the quantity 
surveyor, knowing exactly what each of the 
latter requires and how it should be presented 
to him, has at present no status, no future, 
but is simply a hanger on. It is not a trade 
union he requires, he is not a bit antagonistic 
to any particular “ boss,” he does not com- 
plain of hours—probably more than anything 
else he dreads the regular 9.30 to 5.30 routine— 
he knows he cannot—his life being in his 
job—give up as the hands of the clock reach 
the magic hour; what he does want is inde - 
pendence and the recognition of the fact that 
he is a worker. 

The first step towards this is probably to 
free himself from the weekly salary, and that 
he should undertake his work—the scope of 
which is fully recognised on all hands—on a 
percentage basis or, at least, by the hour. He 
wants the freedom to seek his own work, to 
undertake the organisation of building for 
several architects, if necessary, and the proper 
execution. What he really means is, he wants 
to sell his specialised knowledge in the highest 
market, without the drag of so much of his 
time being taken up by less specialised work 
and lowering his general earnings. 

The profession of architectural assistant— 
or building organiser—would, of course, only 
contain a few of the thousands engaged in the 
preparation of architectural drawings; it 
would correspond with what is now generally 
known as senior assistants, and there is no 
doubt that the comradeship substituted for 
the feeling of servility existing at present—even 
if this is more in .the imagination than the 
reality—would be an economic gain to the 
architecture of the country and to the men 
and women engaged therein. 


_— 
-_ 


COMMERCE DEGREES. 


A scHEME for degrees in commerce is to be 
commenced by the London University on 
October 1. It is proposed to grant the degree 
of Bachelor of Commerce to candidates who 
pass the necessary examinations after about 
three years’ study, and degrees of Master and 
Doctor of Commerce are to be instituted. 
After matriculation, or an equivalent examina- 
tion, has been passed, such subjects as Trade, 
Industry, Transport and Commercial Art may 
be taken,up. In outlining the scheme last 
week, Dr. Russell Wells said that the London 
University was out to make degrees in com- 
merce a sound educational training. The 
field of commerce called for as much cleat 
thought as any recognised branch of University 
study. The scheme had the whole-hearted 
support of the leading business men and 
members of the Government. He explained 
that it was optional whether the candidates 
attended the University—they could either 
take a full college course of three years, or 
never go inside a college. This had _ been 
arranged for the convenience of those who 
had to attend a place of business during part 
of the day. The degrees were equally open 
to men and women. They would require 
£500,000 to get the scheme going, and he was 
confident that they would get that sum. The 
Sir Ernest Cassel Fund had promised £150,000 
on condition that an equal sum was raised hy 
the end of September, and among other large 
subscriptions, several banking houses had 
contributed sums of £6,000 each. 








— —-. ~~ 


Import Prohibitions. 

The French Council of Ministers agreed, on 
June 3, to the principle of abolishing almost 
all prohibition on importation into France, 
and has authorised the competent Ministers 
to prepare and present during the course of the 
week, decrees to this end.—Board of Trade 
Journal. 


DESIGNS OF HOUSING 
SCHEMES. 


WE print the following letter by Mr. Henry 
T. Hare, President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, on the design of cottages to 
be built in connection with housing schemes, 
which appeared in the Times-on July 1 :— 

‘‘ Amongst the many serious problems of the 
housing question and the discussions to which 
they give rise, there appears to be a great 
danger that one very important consideration 
may, in the majority of cases, be entirely lost 
sight of —namely, the necessity for a due regard 
to the wsthetic and architectural quality of the 
designs of the houses to be erected. — 

** The face of the country from Land’s End to 
John o’ Groats is to be permanently stamped 
with the impress of the present age. Never has 
such a widespread scheme of building, concen- 
trated into the shortest possible time, been in 
contemplation. It has been exhaustively dis- 
cussed in all its practical aspects both by those 
in authority and by many without any authority 
at all, but in all this discussion little or nothing 
has been said as to the necessity for these 
buildings, ‘which are to form such an important 
and universal feature of our suburbs and 
countrysides, being pleasant to look upon and 
in harmony with the best traditions of English 
cottage building. I venture to suggest that this 
aspect of the question is as worthy of considera- 
tion as the more practical questions of sanitation 
cubic space, &c. The one ministers to the 
physical and bodily health, the other to the 
mental and intellectual. 

** No country in the world is so rich as ours in 
examples of simple and picturesque cottages 
establishing a tradition which it is criminal to 
ignore. Yet during the last 50 years or more the 
whole of our cottage building has been of a 
degraded and demoralising character, devoid of 
all beauty and marked by a squalid meanness 
which is a direct encouragement to dirt, disease 
and crime, : Ki 

“An opportunity now presents itself to pick 
up the threads of our lost tradition,and I would 
urge upon the controlling authorities that insist- 
ence should be made upon the proper considera- 
tion of the xsthetic side, and that this qualit y 
should be essential to approval ; and upon local 
authorities the vital necessity of seeking the 
best technical advice, in order to secure that 
these houses may be not only healthy to live in 
and well constructed, but that they may have 
that simple and suitable architectural quality 
which is characteristic of the best periods of 
English cottage building.” 

In a letter in the same issue, Mr. Carmichael 
Thomas, Chairman of the Executive of the 
London Society, asks Londoners to insist, before 
it is too late, that the houses to be built in the 
London area shall not merely comply with 
Government restrictions with regard to plan 
the number to the acre, &¢., but shall also add 
to the beauty and amenity of the area, At 
present there appear to be no safeguards in the 
Housing Bill to prevent the reverse being the 
case. There is no reason why good design 
should add to the cost. The past ‘has 
too frequently shown the inadequacy of trusting 
to the official upon matters concerned with the 
larger aspects of design. There should be a 
representative committee or committees of out- 
side experts appointed to report upon these 
housing schemes before they are finally 
approved. * 

The Society appeals to Dr. Addison to adopt 
some safeguard with a view to ensuring, as far 
as possible, that this side of the question is not 
left to chance, but receives its due share of 
attention. 


——+ ~»—- 





National Box Factory for Sale. 

The Willesden Box Factory, at Park Royal, 
which comprises machine, assembly and polish- 
ing shops, power and boiler houses, timber and 
loading sheds, offices and stores, and covers an 
area of over three acres, is for sale by direction 
of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions. 
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING NOTES. 





The Government Housing Schemes, 


On Monday, in the House of Commons, Dr. 
Addison, speaking of the cost of housing 
schemes, said that he had a list of the first 
groups of tenders, involving 1,100 or 1,200 
houses. One group was for 16 houses at £526 
each, and another for 262 houses at £675 each. 
Out of 29 schemes, in three cases the cost 
was below £500 per house; in eight, it was 
between £500 and £600; in nine, between 
£600 and £700; in seven,- between £700 and 
£800 ; and in one case, more than £800. These 
prices were exclusive of the cost of land, but 
probably included a proportion of the cost 
of sewers and drainage. With the addition of 
the cost of land, the cost of houses would be 
very high, but he thought the House and the 
country had made up their minds that they must 
have the houses. 

There were plenty of bricks and cement on 
hand, and certainly enough timber for the 
first 100,000 houses; there was also a fair 
supply of slates and other materials. One of the 
greatest difficulties was that of transport. 
A number of experts were assisting Sir James 
Carmichael with regard to the standardisation 
of materials, and a number of orders were 
being provisionally placed for standard parts. 
A schedule was to be issued to local authorities 
giving prices for material at the nearest 
railway station. 

Everything possible. was being done with 
regard to financial checks on housing schemes, 
but they could not escape a large expenditure. 
If they waited until every criticism had been 
made, it would be a long time before any 
houses were built. No apology was needed 
for encouraging local authorities to obtain 
the service of architects, surveyors and other 
experts—and for obtaining them for himself— 
because, unless an adequate and properly-paid 
staff was obtained, the work could not be done 
successfully or rapidly. It would not be long 
before the limit of the supply of labour was 
reached, and he believed that special measures 
would be necessary for the introduction of dilu- 
tees or some form of auxiliary labour, because 
the time was approaching when the skilled 
members of the trade would be fully employed. 
In asking the Minister of Labour to meet those 
concerned in the building industry to discuss 
with him the adoption of new methods for 
the furtherance of housing schemes, he was 
asking for something which was essential 
if the houses were to be provided. 

Sir D. Maclean said that thousands of men 
in the building trade were unemployed, and 
the unemployment benefit was preventing the 
trade from getting to work. He urged that the 
greatest encouragement should be given to 
public utility societies, which could do as much 
towards providing houses as large corporations. 
There were a great many houses which could 
be adapted to meet temporary needs, but local 
authorities were too lofty-minded to look at 
that side of the question. 

Sir J. Tudor Walters said they wanted a 
large number of houses, but it paid no one to 
build them.. If private builders began to 
build to-morrow, they would not get a return 
of two per cent. for their money. The emer- 
gency housing must be carried out by the 
State, principally through the local authorities. 

In reply to the debate, Major Astor said that 
the Government had done nothing to dis- 
courage private builders; what had dis- 
couraged them had been the high cost of 
materials. The difference between £500 and 
£700, which had been quoted as the price of 
houses, was due to the cost of labour varying in 


different areas. 


London County Council. 


The annual accounts of the London County 
Council’s working-class houses for the past 
year, show a surplus on dwellings of £7,246, 
compared with £9,798 in the previous year. 
There was a deficiency of £823 on estates in 


course of development, as against £1,131 


in the preceding} year. 


Housing and Land Valuation. 


Mr. Dundas White gave an address recently 
at the Manchester City Art Gallery, under 
the auspices of the Royal Manchester Institu- 
tion, on “ Town Planning and the Rating of 
Site Values.”” Dean Swayne, who presided, said 
that the problem of town-planning and housing 
was enormously complicated by the question 
of land values, and until some new system 
of rating or taxation of land was adopted, 
the present difficulties would remain. 

Mr. Dundas White said that neither town- 
planning nor house-planning had made the 
progress anticipated. The first cause was 
the difficulty of obtaining land, especially in 
the vicinity of large centres of population, 
and added to this was the fact that high prices 
had to be paid for the land when it could be 
bought. Another difficulty was the rating 
of land. There should be one just valuation 
for all purposes. As an example of the present 
inequalities, he said that the Government 
wished to acquire land on the Clyde for a 
torpedo works, and the price paid worked 
out at something like 2,400 years’ purchase of 
the rating valuation. It was not fair there 
should be one valuation for rating and another 
valuation for purchase. Until they settled 
the question of how to get land on fair terms, 
housing and town-planning schemes would 
be hung up. Under the present system, the 
people who built houses were heavily penalised. 
With every improvement they made, up 
went the valuation and the more rates they 
had to pay. What was required was a complete 
readjustment of the whole system of rating 
land and property. 


Inter-Allied Congress on Housing and Town 
Planning. 


The aims and objects of this Congress will 
be the bringing together throughout ‘the Allied 
countries of (a) Official representatives of the 
Allied Governments ; (b) representatives of the 
leading municipal authorities; (c) represen- 
tatives of various associations directly in- 
terested in housing and town planning progress ; 
(d) leading individual housing and town plan- 
ning reformers; for the purpose of discussing 
the post-war programmes of the various 
Governments relative to housing and town 
planning. It is proposed to place in the hands 
of the delegates a summary of the steps which 
the various Governments propose definitely to 
take to solve the great problems of housing 
and town planning which confront them. 

In addition, the Congress will be asked to 
discuss the following subjects :-— 

(1) The possibility of securing the pre- 
paration and official acceptance in each country 
of a housing programme—to be carried into 
effect by the State acting in co-operation with 
local authorities and other agencies—sufficient 
in its scope and character to secure that within 
twenty years every family shall be housed 
under proper conditions, both with regard to 
the standards of housing conditions and the 
proper provision of amenity in regard to 
surroundings. 

(2) The minimum accommodation which 
shall be provided for a normal working-class 
family and the relation of this minimum to 
the various forms of housing accommodation 
hitherto provided. In this relation it is pro- 
posed that there should be discussed the 
relative merits of the cottage dwelling and the 
block dwelling, with special reference to the 
higher standards of comfort. 

(3) The standards of building construction 
in various countries, and more especially the 
best methods to adopt in order to encourage 
the development of new and more economical 
methods of building and the use of new 
material. 
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Housing and Town Planning Bill. 

The Housing and Town Planning Bill was 
read a second time in the House of Lords on 
June 26. Lord Birkenhead explained that 
the Bill contained much legislation by reference, 
but after it was passed it was hoped to con- 
solidate the Housing Acts. At the end of the 
emergency period, the rents of the local 
authorities’ houses would be fixed at a level 
which would not expose private enterprise to 
a standard of competition which it would be 
unable to survive. The Director of Housing 


“Supplies had ordered over 800,000,000 bricks 


and 22,000,000 slates, and the present supplies 
of slates and cement were sufficient to meet 
all demands in the near future. 

Lord Downham said that only 900 ouv of 
the 300,000 houses required were now under 
construction, and he regretted that an agree- 
ment made with local authorities in March, 
1918, had been torn up. The L.C.C. had 
received the first tenders for houses to be 
built to its own estimates. One price was 
£856 for a four-roomed cottage, and £200 had 
to be added to the price for land, sewers, and 
roads. For a three-roomed cottage, the price 
in the tender was £745. Other prices were : 
Five-roomed cottage, £843; four-roomed 
cottage, £785; two-roomed cottage, £655. 
To these prices again £200 had to be added. 
The Government never contemplated a deficit 
per house of more than £15. In reality it was 
al to be more like £50, and never less than 

Scottish Housing Bill. 


The following amendment to the Scottish 
Housing Bill in Committee has been tabled 
by Sir Donald Maclean :—“ The council of 
every burgh, the population of which exceeds 
20,000, and any other authority which the 
Board may require, shall, within three years 
after the first day of January, 1923, prepare 
and submit to the Board a town-planning 
scheme in accordance with provisions to be 
determined by the Board with. reference to 
any land within the area of thelocal authority.” 
The Board referred to is the Local Government 
Board. If passed, this amendment will bring 
the Scottish Bill into line with the English 
Housing Bill with regard to the time-limit for 
submitting town-planning schemes. 


Architects for Housing Schemes. 


With a view of assisting county, mun icipa 
and local authorities of the London area in 
the selection of architects for their housing 
schemes, .the Royal Institute of British 
Architects has appointed a Central Consultative 
Board, for the nomination of candidates quali- 
fied to undertake such work. The Board is 
prepared to advise and confer with represen- 
tatives of the authorities and their architects, 
both in connection with the preparation of such 
schemes, and during their execution. The 
advice and assistance of the Board involve 
no addition to the scale of fees fixed by the 
Royal Institute for the remuneration of archi- 
tects employed for housing schemes, provid- 
ing the nomination of the Board is accepted 
by the authority concerned. The Central 
Consultative Board consists of the following 
members : 

The President, R.I.B.A., Mr. Henry T. 
Hare, Mr. Wm. Dunn, Mr. H. V. Lanchester, 
Professor Patrick Abercrombie, Mr. A. W. S. 
Cross, Mr. E. Guy Dawber, Mr. H. D. Searles- 
Wood, Mr. W. A. Harvey, Professor 8. D. 
Adshead, Mr. Courtenay M. Crickmer. 

Applications for the assistance of the Board 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 9, Conduit 
Street, London, W.1. 5 

All local authorities in the London area 
have been informed of the appointment of 
the Board. The scheme proposed is a deve- 
lopment of that accepted by the Manchester 
Corporation, but details of the working of the 
organisation remain to be settled at the first 
meeting of the Board. If the scheme proves 
successful in the London area, it is proposed 
to extend its scope very largely. 
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Town Planning and Slums. 

At the Conference of Medical Officers of 
Health last week, at the Guildhall, Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain, M.P., said he was afraid that 
the expectations which had been aroused with 
regard to garden suburbs would not be realised 
for a considerable time. It would take years 
to overcome the shortage of houses, and until 
that was done it was useless to talk about 
clearing slum areas.. A large number of people 
did not want to leave the slum districts, but 
wanted improvements on the spot ; and again, 
there were people who would not pay the rent 
which would be charged for the new houses. 
We must face the fact that slums would 
have to remain in existence for another 20 or 
25 years. He was convinced that slums could 
be improved by repair, cleansing. and partial 
reconstruction at a cost which, compared 
with cost of new houses, would be trivial. 
This would not. be done if things were left to 
the private owner, and the local authority 
would have to be substituted for the private 
owner. He moved a resolution that, while 
every effort should be made to provide the 
maximum number of houses on suburban 
sites, local authorities should be given further 
powers to enable them simultaneously to 
improve housing conditions in the central 
areas of large towns. The resolution was 
carried. 

Ealing. 

The first sod in connection with the Ealing 
Town Council’s housing scheme is to be turned 
early this month. This is believed to be the 
first scheme to be actually started in the 
Greater London area, and will provide over 
200 houses. A tender of £14:777 has been 
accepted for the construction of the roads and 
sewers, 

Huddersfield. 

The Mayor of Huddersfield, who is also chair- 
man of the Housing Committee, has discussed 
with a representative of the Yorkshire Post 
some of the difficulties of carrying out hous- 
ing schemes. In 1914, 49 houses were built 
at a cost, exclusive of land, of £180 per house ; 
in 1915-16, the same type of house cost £240 : 
and in 1917, a slightly improved type of house 
cost £310. On the last occasion, plans for 
72 houses were prepared, but the work could 
not be carried out owing to the shortage of 
timber and labour. Aftér the Armistice, 
the consent of the local Government Board 
was asked to proceed with the scheme, but the 
Council was asked to prepare new plans as 
those submitted, and which had previously 
been sanctioned, did not provide for a southern 
aspect for all the houses. Consent to the 
erection of 50 houses was finally given on 
May 19, providing that not more than 12 
houses were erected to the acre. The new 
conditions increased the cost per house by 
£50 to £60. He did not think that the pre- 
war £180 house could now be built for £540. 


Sedgefield. 


With regard to the rejection by the Council 
of the Bishop Middleham housing scheme, 
because it included the erection of more than 
12 houses to the aere, the Housing Commis- 
sioner has informed the Council that the Local 
Government Board had no authority to sanction 
i by-law prohibiting the erection of more 
than 12 houses per acre, and that the Council 
apparently laid itself open to action if it dis- 
approved of the plans. At the Council meeting, 
there was a strong feeling that plans for more 
than 12 houses per acre should not be passed. 
[t,was ultimately decided to draw up new 
by-laws, and to invite the builder to meet 
the Council on the mattter. It was also 
decided to send a petition on the subject to 
the House of Commons. 


Gelligaer. 

Mr. James Williams, architect, has informed 
thes Council that its housing scheme will 
involve an expenditure of about ; £2,000,000. 
So far, only the Bargoed scheme has_been 
approved. 
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WEEKLY HOUSING RETURN. 

The weekly return of hodsing progress issued 
by the Local Government Board states that 
new housing schemes submitted to the Board 
during the week ending June 21, numbered 270, 
as compared with an average taken over the 
previous fifteen weeks of 147. They bring the 
total number of schemes submitted to the Board 
to 2,538, representing an area of more than 
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30,000 acres—land sufficient for the erection 
of more than 300,000 houses. The house-plan 
schemes submitted numbered 20, representing 
nearly 3,000 houses, bringing the total number 
of house-plan schemes submitted to 225, 
representing 17,720 houses. Plans for more 
than 7,000 houses have been approved. 

The week has seen a start in actual building 
in a considerable number of cases additional 
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to the 1,234 houses reported in last week’s 
return, and steps have been taken by the 
Board to ensure regular periodical reports from 
all districts as to further progress in building 
operations. It has become. evident that the 
extent to which rapid progress may be made in 
building largely depends on the. provision of 
labour, and this side of the housing problem is 
being thoroughly gone into by the Board in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Labour and 
other Government Departments concerned. 
Difficulties have also arisen in some places over 
the transport of building material. The 
Building Materials Supply Department of the 
Ministry of Munitions has been in negotiation 
with the railway companies and has obtained 
from them assurances of willing co-operation 
in steps to overcome this difficulty. 

The advantages of utilising the services of 
the Inland Revenue land valuers in negotiations 
for the purchases of land are becoming more 
fully appreciated by the promoters of housing 
schemes. Considerable reductions in price 
can often be obtained by this method. A return 
of nine cases, in which the Board objected to 
the prices for land agreed upon between local 
authorities and Jand-owners and insisted upon 
valuation by a Government valuer, shows a 
saving in all of nearly £32,000. The prices asked, 
and provisionally agreed upon between land 
owners and local authorities, amounted to 
£101,680. Government land valuers estimated 
the value of the land at £64,502. The prices for 
the land finally agreed upon and approved by 
the Board amounted to £69,808, a saving on 
the original price of £31,872, the average saving 
per acre being £168. It was as high as £495 
per acre in one case. 

Details of the schemes submitted by local 
authorities during the week were as follows : 

Building Sites. 

Schemes Submitted.—The number of schemes 
submitted by 77 local authorities was 265, 
bringing the total to 2,493. The 265 schemes 
were as follows : 


URBAN. ACRES. 
Cardiff (2 sites) Pa re 530.12 
Newburn (2 sites) 167.81 
Exeter (4 sites) ‘ 109.83 
Newton-in-Makertfield . 84.45 
Gillingham (2 sites)... oi s Sheue 
Chadderton (2 sites) = .. 65.72 
Stretford (3 sites) .. sh i“) ee 
Abercarn dd 57.30 
Bushey : ie es .. 44.40 
Worsley (3 sites)... oa -. 40.00 
Searborough. . ; 34.50 
Benfieldside (2 sites) 29.36 
Poole B. (5 sites) 28.15 
Hoyland Nether (2 sites) 28.10 
Kendal aP e we <3. eee 
Crewe me os. 200 
Jarrow me - . oo * 10.82 
Worksop a sie +. ere 
Tewkesbury .. bs ae oo se200 
Cudworth .. a + »- 12.48 
Market Drayton... 7 -- 12.06 
Longbenton (3 sites) ~ 11.75 
Southgate, 9.67; Chard, 7.75; Hazel 
Grove and Bramhall (2 sites), 6.85; Wigton, 
6.51; Bexhill, 5.50; Meltham, 5.50; Flint, 
5.48; Taunton, 5.00; Richmond (Surrey), 


5.00; Gosport and Alverstoke, 5.00  Ruislip- 


Northwood, 4.98; Winterton, 3.50; South 
Crosland, 2.90; Northampton (2 sites), 2.65; 
Whittington and Newbold (1 site), 2.40; 


Whittington and Newbold (2 sites); Appleby, 
2.18; Macclesfield, 1.94; Kirklington-cum- 
Upsland (5 sites), 1.87; Great Ouseburn, 1.69 ; 
Harwich, 0.30; Aberdare (I site); Beckenham 
(1 site) ; Brecon (1 site) ; Gainsborough (1 site) ; 
Tredegar (1 site); Warminster (1 site). 
RURAL. 
Peterborough (13 sites) 30.12 
Romford (2 sites) A‘ > 26.36 
South Westmoreland (18 sites) .. 25.08 
South Westmoreland (2 sites) 
Swansea (2 sites) 
Castle Ward - 
Ledbury (40 schemes) 


ACRES. 


23.97 
21.30 
20.62 


Sh 
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RURAL. AcRES. 
Hitchin (9 sites) 16.52 
Basford (7 sites) 16.00 
Basford (2 sites) .. = 
Newport Pagnell (6 sites) 14.78 
Alton (6 sites) 13.93 
Alton (1 site) ; —_ 
Droxford (10 sites) .. 12.25 
Droxford (1 site) — 
Cirencester (4 sites) 10.00 


Dwyran (3 sites), 9.64; Twrcelyn (4 sites), 
9.13; Caistor (7 sites), 9.00; Caistor (2 sites) ; 
East Westmoreland (12 sites), 8.38; Wells 
(5 sites), 8.12; Swaffham (8 sites), 7.75; 
Skipton, 5.97; Bakewell (2 sites), 5.45; Bake- 
well (5 sites) ; Aethwy (2 sites), 5.13; Stamford 
(3 sites), 4.00; Hertford (3 sites), 3.50; War- 
minster, 3.10; Henstead (4 sites), 2.50; Blo- 
field, 2.46; Chertsey, 1.78 ; Crowmarsh, 1.00 ; 
Horsham, 1.00. 

Schemes A pproved.—Fifty-five schemes were 
approved, representing 960.02 acres. This 
brings the total number of local authority 
schemes approved to 719, representing 11,758 


acres. The 55 schemes were as follows :— 

URBAN. ACRES. 
Bexley . 150.00 
Tilbury (2 sites) 142.98 
Bilston 100.95 
St. Helens ea ; 83.72 
Barking Town RP i .. 65.81 
Wolverhampton (2 sites) 59.00 
Doncaster 44.35 
Abergavenny 29.09 
Seaham Harbour 26.63 
Hendon (2 sites) vs 25.92 
Coulsden and Purley (2 sites) 20.73 
Little Lever .. Ma 20.53 
Gosport and Alverstoke 20.30 
Bexhill (2 sites) 16.92 


Bridport es rs - sc! Ae 

Cleator Moor ae ord .. 14.06 

Kenilworth 12.10 

Malvern (4 sites) - <o: Moe 

Melksham, 970; Southgate, 9.67 ; Norman- 
ton, 900; Harwich (4 sites), 828; Chard, 
Meltham, 550; Glastonbury, 3.19; 
Heath Town, 3.02; Downham Market, 2.92 ; 
Saltash, 2.75; Hitchin (1 site); Warminster 
(1 site). 


7.75 ; 


tuRAL.—Dwyran (3 sites), 9.64; Twrcelyn 
(4 sites), 9.13; Halesowen, 6.06; Aethwy (2 
sites), 5.13; Peterborough, 4.50; East and 


West Flegg (2 sites), 2.60; Epsom, 2.20. 
Lay-Outs, 

Schemes Submitted.—During the week 24 
lay-out schemes were submitted by 21 local 
authorities, bringing the total. number of 
schemes submitted to 331. The 24 schemes are 
as follows :— 

Urpan.—Abercarn, Bath, Batley, Chard, 
Featherstone, Halifax, Llanelly (2 sites), 
Maltham, Northampton, Otley (2 sites), South- 


gate, Stafford, Swansea, Thurnscoe, War- 
minster. 

County Counci.—Huntingdon. 
Rurat.—Crowmarsh, Hitchin, Penybont, 


Rugby, Wrexham (2 sites). 

Schemes Approved.—Twenty schemes sub- 
mitted by 16 local authorities were approved 
during the week, bringing the total number 
of schemes approved to 162. 

Urpan.—Chard, Godalming, Halifax (2 sites), 
Hendon (2 sites), Leeds, Meltham, Radcliffe 
(2 sites), Rothwell, Stockton-on-Tees, War- 
minster, Wellington, Willesden, York. 

Rurat.—Kast and West Flegg (2. sites), 
Peterborough, Walsingham. 


House Plans. 

Schemes Submitted.—Sixteen schemes, repre- 
senting 594 houses, were submitted by 14 local 
authorities. This brings the total number of 
local authority schemes submitted to 207, 
representing 13.702 houses. The 16 schemes 
are as follows :— 


URBAN. No. oF Hovses. 
Barry ee 130 
Stafford eis 90 
Swansea om oa ae Long 
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AN ECONOMICAL WATER- 
HEATING SYSTEM. 


We recently witnessed a demonstration” of 
a water-heating system which has been adapted 
by Mr. Wm. Lawton, of 1, Upper Montague- 
street, W.C., for use in flats or rooms. The 
principle of the system, which we _ illus. 
trate, is that. cold water’ is_ taken 
from the bottom of a vessel, heated in 
a small kettle, and returned to the top of the 
same vessel. The kettle, which is heated over 
a gas or electric heater, is specially designed with 
a large heating surface, and is connected with 
the water to be heated by a flexible tube, one 
end of which is p'aced in the cold water and the 
other connected to the bottom of the kettle. 
The kettle is fitted with a long spout, which 
reaches over the vessel. The water in the vessel 
and the kettle being connected by a tube, the 
height of the vessel containing the water to be 
heated has to be adjusted so that when the water 
finds its level it reaches to within a short distance 
of the spout of the kettle. When the water in 
the kettle boils, it bubbles over into the spout 
and is deposited on top of the cold water. 
Water being thus taken from the kettle and 
added to that in the vessel, the action of the 
water finding its own level causes cold water to 
be drawn from the bottom of the vessel and 
carried along the flexible tube to automatically 
replenish the kettle. The water is in continuous 
circulation, and the small capacity of the kettle 
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(about one pint) allows of the water being 
rapidly heated and returned to the vessel con- 
taining the water to be heated. As only a smal 
quantity of water has to be kept hot in order 
to heat a much larger quantity, the consumption 
of gas is very small, and works out at about six 
cubic feet per hour. The experiments made up 
to the present have been limited to its use in 
heating water in open pans and small baths for 
bathing children living in rooms and tenement 
houses. It will heat 2? gallons in an open pan 
15in. in diameter to 130 deg. Fahr. in 40 
minutes, at a cost of 1-6th of a penny, with the 
added advantage of being able to obtain small 
quantities of boiling water from the very 
beginning of the operation. A gas ring with a 
similar pan and 2 gallons of water took 45 
minutes to raise the temperature to 130. deg. 
Fahr., at, a cost of 2-5ths of a penny. 
It will provide a constant supply | of 
boiling water if used in connection with a con- 
tainer into which cold water from the tap is 
regulated to run at the same speed as the boiling 
water is delivered from the spout of the heater. 
The heater is primarily intended for people who 
cannot afford the expensive appliances at 
present on the market, and it is portable, the 
table space required being only 7} in. square. 
At the present rates, the retail price would not 
exceed 21s. 
eo 
Hackney. 

The Hackney Foundation Institute has 
decided to purchase 10} acres of land at Highams 
Hill, from Sir Cofrtenay Warner, for the pur- 
pose of erecting 100 houses for disabled soldiers 
and sailors. 
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BUILDING INDUSTRIES’ 
CONSULTATIVE BOARD. 


As a result of the recent conference on the 
condition of the building industry, organised 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects, a 
Building Industries’ Consultative Board has 
been set up for the purpose of investigating the 
present unsatisfactory conditions of the building 
industry, its causes, and possible remedies. 
The Board is constituted as follows :— 

Architects (appointed by the Royal Institute 
and the Society of Architects).—Mr. John W. 
Simpson, President; Mr. Henry T. Hare; 
Major Harry Barnes, M.P.; Mr. Ernest Newton, 
R.A.; Mr. Edwin J. Sadgrove. 

Surveyors.—Mr. F. H. A. Hardcastle; Mr. 
Dendy Watson (appointed by the Surveyors’ 
Institution) ; three further members are to be 
appointed. 

Builders.—Mr. F. L. Dove, D.L., L.C.C. ; 
Mr. E. J. Hill; Mr. J. B. Johnson; Mr. R. B. 
Chessum; Mr. A. H. Adamson (appointed by 
the Institute of Builders and the National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Employers). 

Operatives.—Mr. J. P. Lloyd; Mr. D. Hag- 


gerty; Mr..T. H. Goodcy; Mr. 8. Stennett ; . 
Mr. J. Murray (appointed by the National 


Federation of Building Trades’ Operatives). 

The President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects is Permanent President. 

At the first meeting of the board it was decided 
to establish relations with the Whitley Industrial 
Council for the building trades. It was pointed 
out that the scope of the board’s activities 
being less restricted than that of the Industrial 
Council, there was little danger of overlapping, 
and the presence of the architects and surveyors 
on the board would add greatly to its value as 
an advisory body to the Whitley Council. 
There was general agreement that the increase 
in the cost of building would be permanent. 
It was suggested that the remedy for the 
unwillingness to build might be found in a 
combination of employer and employed to 
increase output and so decrease cost. This 
might be achieved by improved methods of 
building and management, and by the introduc- 
tion of machinery. 

It was admitted by th. operatives present 
that the moral of the workmen had been under- 
mined by the system that had prevailed during 
the war. It was stated that the unions were 
prepared to deal in a disciplinary manner with 
men who played “ ca’canny.” The President 
advocated a man’s being allowed to earn all 
that his capacity permitted him to earn, as 
merit should be rewarded. It was promised 
on behalf of the builders that if the operatives 
would give the best of their industry, masters 
would go to them with both hands and reward 
their industry. The next meeting has been 
fixed for July 8. 


Liverpool Housing Exhibition. 

It is proposed to hold the Liverpool Daily 
Post and Architectural Society Exhibition 
of Cottage Construction from July 21 to July 29, 
in a large room at Liberty Buildings, School 
Lane, granted by Lord Leverhulme for that 
purpose. All goods for exhibition must be 
delivered during the preceding week, and be in 
position not later than July 19. Further 
particulars may be obtained from Mr. Richard 
Holt, Hon. See., Liverpool Architectural 
Society (Inc.), 8,’ Victoria Street, Liverpool. 


Price of Yellow Pine. 

It has been brought to the notice of the Con- 
troller of Timber Supplies that excessive prices 
have been asked for yellow pine, in spite of the 
announcement on May 2 last that there was no 
reason why the maximum prices which were in 
lorce up to March 31 last should be exceeded. 
The Controller gives notice that, in the event of 
excessive prices being continued, he will have 
no option but to dispose of Government stocks 
direct to consumers at prices not higher than the 
late maximum prices. Firms who are asked 
prices for yellow pine higher than the late 
maximunr prices should send full particulars to 
the Assistant Controller of Timber Supplies, 
Branch 5, 80, Newman-street, London, W. 1. 
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GAS FIRES AND ECONOMY IN BUILDING. 


CONSIDERABLE attention has recently been 
given to the present obstacles to building, 
and many suggestions made for dealing with 
them. Some of these obstacles appear to be 
inevitable for the time being, and he would 
be a bold man who could foretell how they 
will be overcome, though overcome they cer- 
tainly will be, as building is a necessary and 
progressive industry and must go on. All 
the obstacles have an ultimate expression in 
cost, and any proposals, or methods of work, 
or production, which result in the reduction of 
cost in building construction are welcome ; 
and in this belief we have published from 
time to time suggestions for dealing with 
labour saving appliances or methods, economy 
in building construction, some of which have 
attracted considerable attention and have, 
we understand, led to certain developments 
in building design and construction. We 
specially refer to an article on gas fires which 
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Fig. 1.—Cas Grate Built into the Wall. 











appeared in our issue for Sept. 24, 1915, and 
which we are asked to reprint and amplify, 
as the issue in question is out of print, and 
the Builder now appeals to a greatly increased 
circle of readers. We believe the suggestions 
made in the article are of practical and .im- 
mediate interest, and we have decided to 
reprint part of the article. 


«« While the type of gas fires known as the port- 
able—that is, those designed to stand in front of 
the existing coal grate—is naturally of great in- 
terest to architects and builders, it Coes not 
intimately concern them as regards the con- 
struction of buildings which they are erecting, 
because when dealing with the question of 
heating a building, if it is decided to instal 
coal grates, these are installed of a type suit- 
able to the requirements, and it is then left 
to the occupier, if he subsequently uses gas 
fires, to stand them in front of the coal grates 
and to choose those that look the best. His 
choice in the past was usually strictly limited 
to getting something which did not match 
with anything. We may remark, in passing, 
that coal grates themselves have not been 
without reproach in the past. But even now, 
when he has a varied choice, and gas fires can 
be obtained that are harmoniously adaptable 
to any scheme of interior, or strictly plain 
ones that can be fitted to what may be called 
nondescript grates and mantels, the standing 
of a gas fire in front of a coal grate cannot be 
looked upon as absolutely the best result that 
could be obtained, either from the point of 
view of economy or the best artistic appear- 
ance; though it must be admitted that there 
are gas fires that, by the removal of the coal 
grate canopy or by covering up the whole of 
the fire grate with asbestos sheeting, asbestone, 
or similar suitable material, can be made to 
look very well indeed, and as though no coal 
grate were there. 


“Have we now arrived at the position when 
we can to a_greater extent abolish the waste- 
ful process of first putting in a—sometimes 
expensive—coal grate, and then standing a 
gas fire indefinitely, and frequently perman- 
ently, in front of it? There must at the pre- 
sent moment be hundreds of thousands of 
coal grates which have had gas fires standing 
in front of them for years, and which are never 
likely to be again utilised for the purpose for 
which they were originally constructed. 

“ Of course, it is quite understood that there 
will always be a great demand for coal grates, 
and where these are fixed, and the occupiers 
desire a gas fire, but do not wish to stand one 
of the portable type in front of them, as they 
favour the piled up effect of a coal fire instead 
of the more stereotyped appearance of the 
portable gas fire, there are several types of 
gas fires now on the market that can be fixed 
into any type of coal grate, ancient or modern, 
which when in use have a passable resemblance 
to a coal fire. 

‘But what of office buildings and rooms in 
dwelling houses or flats where the intermittent 
use of heat is required, suchas drawing-rooms, 
bedrooms, studies, &c. ?, In many cases, 
though there is a coal grate, the labour and 
trouble attached to lighting the fire and clearing 
up after its use has been dispensed with prac- 
tically ensures its disuse, until eventually a gas 
fire is installed and the coal grate is thrown 
out of action, becoming from then onwards 
purely a waste of material and labour, apart 
from the fact that, as before stated, the gas 
fire would look better had no coal grate been 
there. It must be remembered that in the 
long run no one gains from waste, and every- 
one gains from moving and being in artistic 
surroundings. 

** Architects and builders, of course, frequently 
consider the possibility of fixing or preparing 
for gas fires as substitutes for coal grates in 
buildings they are erecting, but until recent 
years there were no gas fires that they could 
fix with complete satisfaction, or without 
a feeling that their scheme of decoration 
would thereby be spoiled, and in the past 
when such work was carried out it was pro- 
bably at the special request of a gas fire enthusi- 
ast, who had gas fires of a very. special and 
probably expensive type, such as imitation 
logs, &c., fitted to tiled openings. 

‘*We have now arrived at the point, however, 
when the gas stove manufacturers are prepared 
to supply a wide range of gas fires, or what 
may be called gas grates or gas interiors that 
can be built in or stood back to tiled bricks 
or slabs. These can be obtained in any one of 
the various authentic styles, such as Jacobean, 
Georgian, Adam, &c., according to the style 
of apartment and mantel to which they are 
to be fixed, or else in strictly plain design, #.e., 
what may be spoken of as no more than a plain 
band of metal containing the fire bricks, burner 
and fire-clay uprights or radiants, such plain 
fires to be fixed to tiled bricks or slabs when 
the mantel is one of a nondescript design. 
The same applies to gas dog-grates suitable 
for fixing in tiled openings, where no coal 
dog-grate need be supplied. 

“There are, of course, several economies pos- 
sible in buildings where initial preparation 
is made for gas fires. 

“First, there is no need to set coal grates in 
position, but tiled bricks or slabs may be fixed 
instead, leaving suitable openings against 
which the gas grates or gas interiors may be 
stood 

«Second, the size of the chimney flue could 
be materially reduced, as a gas fire does not 
need—indeed it works better without—such 
a large flue area as a coal fire, because the 
quantity of products of combustion the chim- 
ney flue is required to deal with or remove is 
so very much less, and there is no soot deposited 
to reduce or partially obstruct the flue area. 
The largest gas fire made does not need a 
chimney flue with an area of more than 36 sq. 
in. The most suitable chimney flue for the 
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flue outlets at present constructed to gas fires 
is one of an oblong shape, say, 12 in. by 3 in., 
or thereabouts. 

«Third, owing to the smaller flue area required, 
if suitable flues were constructed when build- 
ings were erected there would be an increase 
in floor space in every room, because the pre- 
sent depth and width of chimney breasts 
would be reduced. The heat would also thereby 
be more evenly distributed about the room, 
as the radiance from a coal or gas fire cannot 
penetrate into the fairly deep alcoves now 
made on either side of the chimney breast 
owing to its projection into the room. 

“It must not be considered that we advocate 
a sudden wholesale installation of gas grates 
or interiors in buildings that are being or are 
about to be erected, though it is within our 
knowledge that buildings have recently been 
erected wherein no coal grates have been 
installed, tiled openings having been left for 
gas fires in every room. But it might well be 
worth architects’ and builders’ consideration as 
to giving such a system a more extensive trial, 
by installing gas grates or interiors in office 
buildings where coal grates, if installed, would 
probably very early in their career be masked 
by portable gas fires, or to instal them in those 
rooms in dwelling-houses where intermittent 
heating is usually required, and where coal 
grates, if supplied, would probably be seldom 
or never used, gas fires being subsequently 
installed ; such apartments as drawing-rooms, 
studies, bedrooms, doctors’ consulting and 
waiting-rooms, &c., for instance. One or two 
rooms in each house or flat could then have 
coal grates installed, in order that those who 
preferred the changing appearance of the coal 
fire would not be without the opportunity of 
enjoying this, and a coal fire could also be used 
in a room that would be likely to be in con- 
stant use throughout the winter. 

p “It is certain that an intending occupant 
would, view with greater favour a house, flat, 
or office fitted complete for his use, rather 
than one in which he would subsequently 
have to spend money to hire or purchase and 
tol fit against the coal grates the inevitable gas 
fires_for use in the rooms where he needed inter- 
mittent heating and the saving of labour. 
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Fig. 2.— Block of Offices with Coal-Fire Flues 


and Chimney Breasts. 
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“We know of one eminent architect who at 
his own residence, which was recently built, 
adopted the plan set out above—that is to say, 
he had gas fires fitted in marble or tiled open- 
ings in every room except one, which has a 
coal grate for sentimental and constant use. 
It is worth mentioning also that the members’ 
bedrooms at St. Stephen’s Club, which has 
recently been rebuilt, are all fitted with gas 
grates set back to tiled openings, no coal grates 
having been fixed. 

“ The details of a unique gas fire installation 
in an’ operating theatre that was recently 
built in an important private hospital in London 
should be of interest to our readers. In this 
case, only a flat wall could be provided, and 
no chimney breast, projections in such a room 
being, of course, as far as possible, “ taboo.” 

“When consideration was being given to the 
problem of heating this operating theatre it was 
decided that if gas could be applied in a suitable 
form it would fulfill all the requirements, viz., 
to provide a considerable amount of heat at 
a moment’s notice and at an economical rate. 
No dust or dirt was to be emitted, and no 
attention or clearing up was to be required. 
It was necessary that the heat, when it was 
no longer required, should be capable of being 
dispensed with as rapidly as it was generated. 
Of course, in this case a coal fire or an ordinary 
portable gas fire to stand in front of a grate 
would not have conformed to all the rules, 
and would not have been permissible, but 
the difficulty was got over by providing a 
shallow flue in the wall and actually building 
into the wall one of the types of gas grates we 
have mentioned. 4-8 

“ We have shown rough sketches of this in 
elevation and section, and it will be seen that 
the stove practically consists of little more 
than a copper band and a canopy, which are 
fixed back into the marbled wall, containing 
the burner, firebrick, and necessary fireclay 
uprights or radiants. The fire was a wide duplex 
one, and the knobs shown at the bottom take 
the place of the usual taps to control it, making 
it possible to use all the fire or only the centre, 
leaving the outside radiants out of use.”’ 

There is no need further to enlarge upon 
the advantages attached to the use of gas fires 
from the domestic point of view, such as the 
saving of labour, &c.; but, if it can be shown 
that the suggested system of installing gas fires 
in buildings when they are being erected 
(as originally set out by us in the above article), 
if properly carried out, would result in material 
economies in building costs being effected, 
the matter assumes great importance. The 
provision of the large number of houses con- 
templated by the Government’s housing 
scheme, owing to the exceedingly heavy cost 
of present-day building, seems likely to throw 
a heavy burden upon the community, as any 
rent which could be reasonably looked upon 
as an economic one, based upon a fair rate of 
interest on their cost and upkeep, will either 
be beyond the figure which could be paid 
by the class of tenants for whom they will be 
erected, or, to say the least of it, such an 
economic rent would be strongly objected to 
by their prospective occupiers. Therefore, no 
avenue must be left unexplored in our efforts 
to discover means of greducing the cost of 
building the houses, in order that the initial 
capital charge upon the local and national 
resources and subsequent annual interest 
charges shall be reduced to as low a figure as 
possible, consistent with the object in view, viz., 
the better housing of the people. 

If the introduction of gas heating for at 
least some of the rooms in the houses can be 
economically reecommended—and it will at the 
same time result in reduction in both building 
costs and the quantity of materials needed— 
there seems no reason whatever why such a 
system should not be adopted wherever a gas 
supply is available or suitable mains can be 
brought to the building site. The conservation 
of coal is an additional argument put forward 
by gas engineers in connection with this subject. 
When raw coal is consumed asa fuel in 
our homes, &c., it }is finished with for 
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ptactical purposes, but when carbonized fat 
the gas works, valuable by-products are 
obtained, such as coke, benzole, tar, s ulphate 
of ammonia, &c. It is not suggested that coal 
grates should not be provided in the houses. 
For one thing the British public have a deep 
seated—though gradually disappearing—longing 
to have at least one solid fuel fire to poke at, 
and at the present prices charged for gas 
even when the comparatively greater increase 
in the price of coal is considered—its use for 
continuously heating a room is probably too 
expensive for the pocket of the average tenants 
of Government housing schemes. 

If a solid fuel grate, to be fed by either coal 
or coke, or a mixture of both, is installed for 
the continuous use necessary in what is known 
as the living room of a modern cottage, house or 
flat, all the other rooms—in which fires are,very 
intermittently needed—may well be heated by 
gas fires, because the cost of gas for the number 
of hours in use weekly will not be great, and, 
in any event, it will probably be less than that 
of coal under similar circumstances. Coal fires 
cannot be lighted and extinguished at will, 
by the simple act of turning a tap, and, there- 
fore, the consumption of fuel in such cases does 
not cease immediately there is no longer need 
to heat the room. It would appear, therefore, 
that gas fires may safely be installed in such 
rooms, from the view point of the tenants’ 
pockets. The one solid fuel fire installed could 
fulfil three purposes in the winter—heating 
the room, say, for fifteen hours daily and cooking 
food and heating water; all the cooking and 
water heating being done by a gas-cooker and 
water-heater in the scullery in the warmer 
weather. 

The economy in building costs suggested by 
us in September, 1915, can, we believe, be 
achieved if gas fires are more freely and suitably 
installed during the erection of premises, 
and such economy is also accompanied by 
other distinct advantages. A block of offices 
about to be erected in Tenter-street, in the 
City of London, the architect for which is 
Major F. Cornelius Wheeler, of Oxford-street, 
W., was originally designed by him to be built 
with the usual coal fire grates and chimneys. 
We show a plan of the fourth floor of the 
original design (Fig. 2). On further con- 








Fig. 3.—Offices with Gas-Fire Flues constructed 


in the wall and no Chimney Breasts. 
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THE LEYS SCHOOL. CAMBRIDGE: PROPOSED ADDITIONS, INCLUDING THE WAR MEMORIAL AND HALL.—SIR ASTON 








THE BUILDER, JULY 4. 1919. 





++ +h + G+ ED ¢ + SETS ¢ 


ces 





Se. pili» ‘ 
“oN .. 7 ‘ 
— a Se ee ees ant “ 


SCHOOL. CAMBRIDGE: PROPOSED ADDITIONS, INCLUDING THE WAR MEMORIAL AND HALL.—-SIR ASTON WEBB, P.R.A., anoD MR. MAURI 










bhi 








et aera “a © y | lal ae 


1351 bee 
“ oe ss SRacecgg ee wierd: 


armrs eumcrep. 











No MR. MAURICE E. Wess. F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 





THE BUILDER. JULY 4, 1919. 











—wa0B 39 41m, 
| w2urto> wvw ® 
STIVLIO WIHLWN A 


SS 
WS 
_ 





INOW # IWLIG JNWDS HON! +4TVH (laHASHS 47 TALSOH 





a 
a 
¢ 
> 
al 
2 
be 
a 
a 
a 
2 
2 
o 
ad 
= 
FE 








NOT SSOUD ONIYVHD e161 Aseruqay 
4S WIT DMI @ 


PA 4 
ANT 
SMLiIAG 
GENOsGD 
HOLL Gas 





“LOELIHOUY “W's lu'y “BAO1ENUL GIVNIORY * 


f ‘UN—O1Z1433HS “UVELSaM “IZ1SOH S.N3W 








JINVALNA NIVW 
roy NOLLDIS: 








Juty 4, 1919.) 


BEDROOM | 





one 


















[BATH ROOM || 











Fig. 4.—Plan of Cottages with Coal 


sideration’ as to the, possibilities of reducing 
building cost and as a means of increasing the 
floor space on such a limited building area, 
it was decided to prepare for gas fires instead of 
coal fires, and the premises were therefore re- 
designed. Instead of coal fire flues and chimney 
breasts, as shown on Fig. 2, it was arranged 
that 12 in. by 3 in. flues were to be constructed 
in the 14 in. party wall of the building, thus, 
at one stroke, eliminating the mass of brick- 
work necessary for the coal fire flues. Fig. 3 
illustrates the method adoptéd. Moreover, an 
appreciable amount of extra floor space becomes 
available for use in every room in the building, 
in addition to which increased air or breathing 
space is provided. Owing to the removal—or 
non-erection—of the chimney breasts, further 
labour and materials will be saved, because 
concrete or stone hearths, skewback arches and 
trimmers will not be needed, and the _ brick 
footings and foundation concrete will be 
reduced, while the chimney stacks will also be 
reduced in size. We understand that the 
comparative costs of the two schemes (No. 1, 
with coal fires ; No. 2, with gas fires) have been 
worked out by Major Fleetwood Buss, P.A.S.I., 
of Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, who states 
that the reduction in the cost of the building 
by adopting scheme No. 2 (with all gas fires), 
amounts to £180. The floor space is increased 
by about 96 square feet, and the cubic capacity 
is more by about 5,000 cubic feet. We under- 
stand that the building will be erected by 
Messrs. W. Downs & Co., Ltd., builders, Hamp- 
ton-street, Walworth, S.E 

Major Wheeler decided to ascertain what 
saving could be effected if the system were 
adopted in connection with a specific set 
of plans for a housing scheme. He took as 
an example the first premiated design in a 
recent Model Homes’ Competition, the archi- 
tect of which is Mr. Harold E. Moss, A.R.I.B.A. 
(Fig. 4). This design provides for—if not the 
use of solid fuel throughout—the construction 
of the usual chimney breasts and coal fire flues. 
There is, of course, in such cases, the proba- 
bility that coal grates will be fitted throughout, 
and gas fires subsequently stood in front of 
them in some of the rooms by the tenants them- 
selves, which procedure is both wasteful as 
regards materials and inartistic as regards 
appearance. A gas cooker, as in most plans, 
is indicated in the scullery. These plans have 
been adapted by Major Wheeler, on the lines 
of the suggested new system of building ; and as 
amended and shown on Fig. 6, it will be seen 
that a brick flue is provided in the living-room 
for a solid fuel grate of some’kind to be in- 
stalled, with a saddle boiler behind it for the 
provision of hot water. A gas cooker is shown 


in the scullery, and a gas-fired copper with a 
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Fire Flues constructed in the walls. 





combined gas water-heater and storage cylinder 
fitted above it, in the bathroom; note that 
the flow and return pipes from the saddle boiler 
behind the living-room grate are carried to the 
storage portion of the gas water-heater, so that 
the water can be heated by either solid fuel or 
gas according to requirements or the season of 
the year. 

In Fig. 4, an ordinary brick flue is shown for 
the copper and water-heaters ; but in Fig. 5 two 
4 in. square flues are provided in the wall— 
slightly thickened for the purpose—to which 
pipes would be led from the gas copper and the 
water-heater, to ventilate these appliances— 
the latter method being undoubtedly the 
correct one to adopt, if both appliances are gas- 
fired. 

Gas fires are prepared for in the parlours and 
all the bedrooms, and flue shafts to ventilate 
them are shown constructed in the thickness of 
the walls. Major Fleetwood Buss prepared: a 
bill of quantities in each case—Fig. 4, with all 
solid fuel grates and suitable flues; and Fig. 5, 
with all gas fires provided for (except in the 
living-room), and a gas-copper and water- 
heater as shown. The result was that, by 
adopting the method shown in Fig. 5, a saving 
of £60 per pair of cottages was indicated— 
£30 each. An additional floor space of 40 square 
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feet per cottage will also be obtained and 
an increased cubic capacity of about 700 cubic 
feet. 

We understand that Mr. W. J. Swain, archi- 
tect to Messrs. Rowntree & Co., Ltd., of York 
(of which Mr. Seebohm Rowntree is a director), 
who has carried out a considerable amount of 
experimental work with a view to improve- 
ments and economy in building construction, 
in connection with the building of cottages on 
the Rowntree Garden Suburb at New Earswick, 
York, &c., has given it as his considered opinion 
that a saving of about 5,000 bricks and a total 
amount of £42 per cottage might thus be 
effected 

It is only necessary to add that a reduction 
of £30 per house in the cost of building, if applied 
to only a few of the many thousands of houses 
required, would mean a great saving to the 
nation. In the troublesome and highly expen- 
sive times in which we live, we submit that no 
apology is necessary for the exhaustiveness of 
this article, and that the powers that be should 
give the matter very careful consideration. 





Wood-Block Firm and Unstamped 
Estimate. 

"In the Shoreditch County Court, before his 
Honour Judge Cluer, the Acme Flooring and 
Paving (1904), Ltd., Gainsborough-road, 
Victoria Park, wood block manufacturers, sued 
F. J. Lane, of 38, Temple-road, Windsor, 
builder, and W. Samuel Weatherley, of 13, 
Buckingham-street, Strand, architect, to recover 
£8 8s. 9d., for the laying of wood blocks at 
Windsor. Mr. A. B. Creeker appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Mr. Higgins for the defence. It 
was explained that the case was a rather 
unusual one, as the architect had guaranteed 
the payment of the money, or given an under- 
taking, and was therefore sued as well. A price 
was given for the wood blocks, and the work 
carried out. The manager to the plaintiffs was 
called, and said he gave the estimate (produced) 
for the wood, which was accepted. 

Judge Cluer: Then if needs stamping. 

Mr. Creeker: But it is only an estimate. 

Judge Cluer: An estimate that has been 
accepted needs a stamp, and I shall want 
£11 Os. 6d. before I can go on with this. Will 
you pay me the £11 0s. 6d. now ? 

The Manager: No, sir. I have no authority to. 

Judge Cluer: I want £10 as the penalty for 
it not being stamped. This Court needs £1, 
and 6d. the stamp. ‘This case will be adjourned 
for the estimate to be stamped, the plaintifis to 
pay the costs of the defendant for the day. 

The hearing was then adjourned. 
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Fig. 5.—Plan of a pair of Cottages with Gas Fire Flues and Chimney Breasts. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ 


AND AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES’ 


ASSOCIATION, 


Tue half-yearly General Meeting of the 
Association was held at 48, Bgdford-square, 
W.C.1, on June 25. A letter from the 
President was read with regard to his enforced 
absence during the past few months, owing 
to a serious operation which he had undergone, 
and stating that he was undoubtedly on the 
road to complete recovery, and which was. 
received by the meeting with much pleasure. 

The Report of the Executive Council, which 
was adopted, was as follows :— 


State of the Building Trade.—Conditions 
during the period following the armistice have 
continued abnormal in consequence both of 
industrial unrest and the shortage and high 
cost of building materials. The Labour Gazette 
for May remarks, “‘ Employment in the building 
trade, taken as a whole, continued slack during 
April, being about the same as in the previous 
month. Private building work was still almost 
entirely confined to maintenance and repairs, 
mainly owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
materials and to the continued high prices. These 
factors acted as a considerable check upon 
private enterprise, although the shortage of 
materials was not quite so pronounced as in 
previous months.” No effort has been spared 
by the Council, Committees, &c., to watch and 
guard the interests of all members, and various 
Government Departments have been approached 
both by deputations and other means in order 
to discuss matters of urgent importance. 


Industrial Conferen:e.—The National Con- 
ference on Industrial Unrest, so far, has not 
produced any Government legislation, but a 
Bill, or two Bills, are already drafted upon 
the subjects which have been discussed at the 
Conference of the Joint Committee, and which 
were embodied in the Report presented at, and 
unanimously accepted by, the mass meeting 
at Central Hall, Westminster. One subject 
for which a Bill has been drafted is upon the 
maximum 48-hour week question, and the 
other is upon the minimum wage question, 
and draft Bills\ have now been approved by 
the Sub-Committee appointed from the pro- 
visional Committee, and will shortly be pre- 
sented to Parliament.’ The sittings of the 
employers’ side of the Committee have been 
long and serious, and the work done by repre- 
sentatives of the Employers’ Association has 
been of a very arduous nature. The repre- 
sentative of the building trade is Mr. Ernest 
J. Brown, and our Association has every reason 
to be pleased at the appointment of one of 
its members upon such important matters. 
It is too early to predict what may result from 
the Committee’s efforts, but it is certain that, 
not only this country, but the whole civilised 
world is watching with intense interest the 
work of the Committee, and the greatest 
anxiety exists as to the result. 


Relations with the Workmen.—The policy of 
establishing better and closer relations’ between 
employers and operatives has made con- 
siderable progress, and the Joint Committee 
of the Association and the National Federation 
of Building Trade Operatives (London Dis- 
trict), set up in December, 1918, has held 
frequent meetings with the view of considering 
the principles in respect to future. working 
arrangements, About the middle of January 
an application from the National Federation 
of Building Trade Operatives (London Dis- 
trict) for 100 per cent. increase on pre-war 
rates of wages was dealt with by the Local 
Conciliation Board, with the result that the 
flat rates at present existing were agreed to, such 
rates to include all percentages and allowances 
already awarded or agreed to by any Govern- 
ment Arbitrator, Government Department, or 
Official Tribunal. An order was recently 


issued by the National Federation of Building 


Trade Operatives (London District) for all 
overtime to cease from March 6 last, with a 
view to lessening unemployment, the necessity 
therefore arose and arrangements wére accord- 
ingly made for the setting up of a small Joint 
Committee, for the purpose of granting permits 
for overtime to be worked when absolutely 
necessary, and this arrangement has worked 
successfully. 

Organisation.—The Committee has devoted 
much attention.to various important points, 
e.q., linking up of auxiliary trades, the policy 
of all members of the trade on both sides enter- 
ing their respective organisations, &c., and it 
regards with much satisfaction the steady, 
and, in fact, phenomenal increase in the 
membership of the Association. 

Tendering without Quantities.—To the surprise 
of the members, certain public bodies invited ten- 
ders for more or less large housing schemes, with- 
out supplying quantities, and the matter was at 
once brought to the notice of the authorities 
at the Local Government Board by Mr. Ernest 
J.’ Brown, and it is satisfactory to note that 
instructions have now been issued by the 
Board to its various Housing Commissioners, 
urging the importance of supplying quantities 
and the appointment of quantity surveyors. 
Members are strongly urged not to tender for 
schemes of over £500 in value unless quantities 
are supplied, and the Council is glad to find 
that already many members have refused to 
tender unless such a course is adopted. In 
fact, the view is held by many of the Council 
that, in fairness to those already honouring 
this rule, the time has arrived when, in 
the interests of all members it should no longer 
be a recommendation, but that strong action 
should be taken to render it compulsory and 
binding upon every member to refuse to tender 
above the limit without quantities. It is 
considered, in view. of the extra value of 
building work, the £500 limit might reasonably 
be increased to £1,000. 

General.—Labour problems arising at the 
various Local Advisory Committees instituted 
by the Ministry of Labour, and the question of 
apprenticeship, have received very careful 
attention by the respective Committees ap- 
pointed, and members have been advised from 
time to time of the more important decisions 
arrived at. The Building Industry, repre- 
sented on a Special Sub-Committee of the 
Re-settlement Committee of the Ministry of 
Labour, by Mr. Ernest J. Brown and Mr. W. 
Bradshaw, has been all-powerful in the matter 
of interrupted apprenticeships, and chiefly 
through the efforts of these two gentlemen an 
important concession was obtained from the 
Treasury with regard to the amount to be con- 
tributed by the State towards the wages to be 
paid to the apprentice whose service had been 
interrupted by the war, the actual amount now 
allowed being double the amount previously 
offered and published by the Ministry. 

Obituary.—By the death of Mr. W. Shepherd, 
in April last, the Council and Association lost 
a very old and esteemed member. 

National Federation Summer Meetings.— 
The National Federation of Building Trades’ 
Employers of Great Britain and Ireland, of 
which Mr. F. L. Dove, D.L., L.C.C., is the 
President, will hold its half-yearly meetings 
in London this, year, and the Council has, on 
behalf of the Association, invited the members 
of the Federation to participate in the following 
programme of entertainment :— 

Tuesday, July 15.—Dinner to the Executive 
Council of the National Federation, at the 
Trocadero Restaurant. 

Wednesday, July 16.—7 for 7.30 p.m.— 
Reception by the President of the London 

Master Builders’ and Aircraft Industries’ 


Association to members of the National Federa- 
tion and their ladies, to be held at Caxton Halli, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 

Thursday, July 17.—10 a.m.—River Thames 
trip and visit to Hampton Court Palace and 
grounds, starting from Westminster Pier, 
arriving back at Westminster at about 8.30 p.m., 
to the members of the National Federation 
and their ladies. 

Every ordinary member (and lady) is invited 
to support the Council at the functions on 
the 16th and 17th, and further notices wi! 
be issued. 

Meetings.—During the six months, thirteen 
Council meetings have been held, making, 
with the meetings of. Committees, &c., a total 
of seventy-one. 
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APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 
101,49-15.—Soc. Rheims & Auscher: System 
for operating window-sashes and other panel- 
like members used for closing-in any aperture. 

123,097.—G. L. V. Jalbert: Locks. 

126,760.—H. Roscoe and T. R. Little: Steel 
or iron structural work. 

126,762.—W. Prior and A. C. V. Jenkins: 
Manufacture of cellular structures of ply wood. 

126,770.—E. P. Wells: Construction of re- 
inforced concrete ships, barges, and other 
vessels. 

126,774.—E. C. R. Marks (Stanley Works) : 
Corrugated fastener for securing together 
wooden boards. 

126,776.—E. W. Jaques: Re-inforced con- 
crete structures. 

126,780.—G. H. Collier and W. Morris: 
Construction of boxes or cases and of floors the 
roofs, walls, partitions, or other parts of rail- 
way or other vehicles or like objects. 

126,797.—W. E. Cranmore: Pit props, tiles, 
telegraph poles, and columns, and the manu- 
facture of the same. 

126,804.—E. Murphy and A. V. Anzulovich : 
Earth boring machine. 

126,810.—W. H. Haslam and W. Bradley: 
Extensible supports, guards, or rests, appli- 
cable to step ladders, stools and chairs. 

126,811.—J. M. Peterson and J. Meredith: 
Construction and arrangement of convertible 
gas and coal domestic grate. 

126,850.—G. W. Harrison: Siphonic flush- 
ing devices for water-closets. 

126,871.—W. V. Lander: Compositions for 
impregnating porous materals, and the use 
thereof. 

126,900.—T. Sutcliffe: Concrete or like 
building block, and method of making the same. 

126924.—W. F. Ward and W. E. Pilaister : 
Hopper or similar vents for windows. 

127,049.—J. Karrer: Liquid containers or 
tanks. 

127,070.—F. Packard: Gas-heated washing 
boilers. 

127,098.—A. J. Stroud and C. H. Sartwell : 
Keyless locks. 

127,100.—A. Livventaal: Raft-like 
tures built from rough timber. 

127,105.—W. H. Wright and E. Fenton: 
Furnace doors and roofs. 

127,114.—W. J. T. Williams and T. P. D. 
Sherston: Automatic regulation of tempera- 
ture in systems for the heating of buildings 
and structures, including small chambers, 
ovens and incubators. 

127,115.—W. Reid: Bricks for the con- 
struction of chimney and air vents and _ flues. 

127,190.—R. J. Dempster and F. 8. Sid- 
dall: Moveable ladder for use with gasholders. 

127,191.—E. Richards: Clips for rain-water 
pipes and the like. 


struc- 





*All these Applications are now in the stage in which 
opposition to the grant of Patents upon them may be 
made. 
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NOTES FROMTHE FOREIGN. 


These notes are taken from the Technical 
Supplement to the Review ef the Foreign 
Press, issued by the Generai Staff, 
War Office. 


STANDARD CONCRETE. FRAMES FOR TRESTLES. 


This article describes, with elevations and 
section drawings, the use of standard pre-cast 
concrete frames in making the trestles to carry 
a conduit over gullies up to 180 ft. long, and 
36 ft. deep, from a reservoir in Southern 
California. The five-mile conduit is in the 
main a concrete-lined canal, but over the 
depressions the line was carried in iron flume 
or siph pipe. There were twenty-seven 
trestles, four carrying the 42 ft. siphon pipe, 
and twenty-three the open flume. The 
trestles varied from 15 ft. to 180 ft.-in length, 
and from a few feet to 36 ft. in height, and all 
the upper sections were standardised to one 
pattern. All bent sections were 4 ft. in height, 
gradually increasing in width from the top 
downwards. The only variation in design 
of the trestles was the replacing of the cross- 
ties for the open flumes by slabs for the siphons. 
The forms were constructed from 2 in. lumber, 
and by careful oiling and scraping could be 
utilised as many as twenty times. A complete 
set was made for the highest trestle required, 
and the shorter trestles were made by simply 
eliminating one or more of the lower trestle 
sections as required. The trestles were laid 
by cable ways, the heaviest pieces weighing 
about 1,000 Ibs. Concrete piers were placed 


for each bottom section, } in. steel dowel pins. 


RA Yeo 


projecting 4 in. into the section foot. 
gineering News-Record, May 165, ' 


CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 


For regulating the temperature of .central 
heating installations, Professor Ewald Genzmer 
reommends two separate and independent 
boilers, one larger than the other,. withFa 
combined heating surface sufficient for maxj- 
mum requirements during very cold weather 
The householder can then use the smaller 
boiler when only a slight increase abdve the 
outside temperature is required, and, the 
larger in place of the smaller in colder weather. 
During severe weather both boilers can be 
used. The extra first cost of such an arrange- 
ment is only about 10 per cent., whilst the 
advantages of economy and prevention of 
overheating are considerable. During many 
winters only three or four weeks of very cold 
weather occur, and one small boiler may be 
amply sufficient the greater part of the time. 
(Gesundheits-Ingenieur, Mar. 29.) 


BEPORT OF THE AUSTRIAN CEMENT COMMITTEE 
ON CEMENT TESTING. 


This report recommends that, in the definition 
| of Portland cement, the expression “Si.O,, 
Al, O,, Fe, O,”. should© be substituted 
for “ hydraulic components,” and “ Ca O” for 
“ chalk-earth.” In the section on volumetric 
yee the statement regarding the 
ighest admissible proportion of Epsom salt 
shall not be described in figures, but the expres- 
sion “too much” shall be used. In: the 
section “ binding power,” it is proposed to 
drop the stipulation that 1 litre of testing 
sind must weigh between 1,740 and 1,760 
grammes, as the Austrian standard sand came 
formerly. from Galicia and cannot now «be 
obtained: owing to the war, and so far it has 
been found impossible to discover a similar 
sand. elsewhere in Austria. In the section on 
tensile and compressive stress, it is recom- 
mended that the minimum admissible test 
results should be raised as follows :— *, 

Test pieces made with water: 7 days old, 
from 120 to 150 kg. per sq. centimetre. j 

‘est pieces made with water: 28 days old, 
from 200 to 250:kg. per sq. centimetre. 

The proposed increase is thus about 20 per 
cent., and the cement makers state that they 
are able to comply with these requirements. 
(Zeitschrift des Ocesterr. Ingenieur- und # Ar- 
chitekten Wereines, Apr. 11.) 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


TEE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns ef England and 


Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot 
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COMPETITIONS, 








CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 


an asterisk (x) are advertised in this number. 
ments lvi; Sales by Auction Ix. 


Contracts iv, vi; Competitions 
Certain conditions beyond those given in the following infor- 


; Public Appoint- 


mation are imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to aceept the 
lewest or ony tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 


tenders; an 


that deposits are returned on reeeipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or the 
names of those willing to submit teaders, may be sent in. 





BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


_ JULY 7.—Birmingham.—HotTtine.—The Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty’s Works invite tenders for 
the erection of hutting at the Post Office Stores Depot, 
Fordrough-lane, Birmingham. Specification may be 
seen on application to the District Architect, H.M. 
Office of Works, 42, Paradise-street, Birmingham. 
Quantities from the Director of Contracts, H.M. Office 
= om, Storey’s-gate, London, 8.W.1. Deposit, 
8. 

"aS ULY 7.—Chelmsford.—PaINnTING.—The Chelmsford 
Education Committee invite tenders for works of 
| ed _and colour-washing at certain schools. 

ecification of the Borough Engineer Municipal 
ffices, Chelmsford. 

JULY 7.—Hull.—PaintTInG.—The Corporation invite 
tenders for painting central and branch libraries. 
apceiteations of the City Architect, Town Hall, 


JULY 7.—Leeds —PAINTING.—Tenders are invited 
for painting the Milford W.M. Liberal Club, 288, 
Kirkstall-road, Leeds. Specifications from the Secre- 
tary at the Club. 

JULY 7.—Portsmouth.—PAINTING.—The T.C. invite 
tenders for painting steel chimney shaft at electricity 
works. Forms of tender of the Engineer, Electricity 
Works, Portsmouth. 

JULY 7.—Radcliffe——The Radcliffe U.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of 24 workmen’s dwellings. 
Particulars and quantities may be obtained on payment 
of a deposit of £2 2s., which will be returned on receipt 
of bona fide tender, from Mr. S. Mills, Clerk, Council 
Offices, Radcliffe, Manchester. 

JULY 7.—-Swansea.—HOvsING.—The Corporation 
intend to erect a first group of 500 houses on their 
Town Hill Estate. Tenders are invited for the first 
contract of this scheme, comprising the erection and 
completion of 150 houses and other works within the 
group area. Contractors desirous of tendering are 
ree to send their names to Mr. Ernest E. Morgan, 
A.R.1.B.A., Borough Architect, 3, Prospect-place, 
Swansea, by July 7. Deposit £3 3s. 

JULY 7.—Twickenham.—PAINTING.—The Educa- 
tion Committee of the U.D.C. invite tenders for 
ainting various schools. Particulars of Mr. F. W. 

earce, Surveyor, Town Hall, Twickenham. 

JULY 7.—West Riding of Yorkshire.—PAINTING.— 
The West Riding County Council Education Depart- 
ment invites tenders for the internal renovation of 
the following schools :—Sherburn-in-Elmet Council, 
Garforth Council, East Garforth Council, Temple- 
newsam, Halton and Colton Council. Specifications 
of Mr. H. W. Powell, Education Offices, Garforth. 

JULY 7.—Woolwich.—The London County Council 
invite tenders for partial sage. varnishing, tar 
varnishing and other works at Woolwich (Free) Ferry. 

JULY 8.—Ashford, Middlesex.—The Manager of the 
West London District School, Ashford, Middlesex, 
invites tenders for the erection of a swimming bath, 
transforming existing swimming baths into spray 
baths and fixing new steam main. . 

JULY 8,—Cambridge.—PAINTING.—The T.C. invite 
tenders for external painting at the Guildhall, and 
properties on Peas Hill and Park-street. Specifi- 
cations of the Borough Surveyor, Guildhall, Cambridge. 

JULY 8.-——Cheriton Bishop.—FARMHOUSE.—Tenders 
are invited for erecting a new farmhouse at Jarvis, 
about half a-mile from the village of Cheriton Bishop, 
for Mr. John Haydon, of Higher Eggbeer, Cheriton 
Bishop. Specifications of Mr. James _ Crocker, 
F.R.1.B.A., Stuckey’s Bank Chambers, Exeter. 

JULY 8.—Horsforth.—PAINTING.—Tenders ,invited 
for renovation of the Horsforth Featherbank Council 
School, Horsforth. Particulars of Mr. E. H. Steel, 
Education Office, Penny Bank Chambers, Shipley. 

JULY 8.—Hove.—PAINTING, &0.—The Hove 
Education Committee invite tenders for painting 
at the Ellen-street School, Connaught-road School, 
and at the Committee’s Offices, Third-avenue. Speci- 
fications of the Borough Surveyor, Mr. H. H. Scott, 
Town Hall, Hove. 

JULY 8.—Leeds.—PAINTING.—The Guardians invite 
tenders for inside painting, &c., to be done at the 
various Homes. Specifications of Mr. James H. Ford, 
Clerk to the Guardians, Poor Law Offices, South 
Parade, Leeds. 

JULY 8.—Penistone.—PAINTING.—The Governors 
of the Penistone Grammar School invite tenders for 
the painting of outside wood and iron work and dis- 
tempering, &c., of side rooms at the School. Infor- 
nee be obtained from the Head Master, 

or 


JULY 8.—Sheffield—Paintinc, &¢.—The South 
Rotherham, Handsworth, and Kiveton Park District 
Isolation Hospital Committee invites tenders for 
near whitewashing, colour-washing, &c. at the 

ospital at Swallownest. Particulars of Messrs 
Creswick & Son, 9, East Parade, Sheffield. 

JULY 9. —Essex. — Tenders are invited for filling in 
defence trenches, and other work in connection 
therewith between: Braintree and Malderi, for the 
War Department. Full particulars on application to 
the Divisional Officer at 69, Duke-street, Chelmsford, 
on and after Saturday, June 28th, 

JULY 9.—Hackney.—PaINTING, &¢.—The Borough 
Council invites tenders for Bare repairs, &c., at 
the Disinfecting Station and other buildings at Mill- 
flelds-road, Upper Clapton. Quantities of the Borough 
Bngineer, Town Hall, Eackney. Deposit £1 1s. r% 

ULY ' 9,—Hull.—Painting.—The AHumber %Con- 


servancy Board invite tenders for the re-painting of 
Kilnsea Beacon, situate on the Yorkshire Coast, near 
Spurn. Specification of Mr. Alfred W. Franklin, 
Secretary, Conservancy Buildings, Hull. 

_ JULY 9.—Kimblesworth —PAINTING.—Tenders are 
invited for the painting and renovating the Kimbles- 
worth and Plawsworth Workmen’s Club Premises. 
Speeeniions to Mr. Albert Jones, Secretary, at the 

ub. 


JULY 9.—West Riding of Yorkshire—VARIOUS 
WorkKS.—The West Riding County Council Education 
Department invite tenders for painting, &c., at Clayton 
Council School, Denholme Council School, and Shelf 
Council School; for re-building boundary walls, at 
Queensbury, Foxhill Council School; for asphalting 
playgrounds at Clayton Council School. Specifications 


* of Mr. B. Leah, Education Office, Bingley. 


JULY 10.—Herne Bay.—PAINTING.—The Metro- 
politan Asylums Board invites tenders for external 
painting at St. Anne’s Home, Herne Bay, Kent. 
Specification at the Office of the Board, Embankment, 
E.C.4. Deposit, £1. 

JULY 10.—Hull.—ALTERATIONS.—The Education 
Committee of the Corparation invite tenders for 
alterations and additions to Infants’ Department,, 
Mersey-street School. Quantities of Mr. Joseph H. 
Hirst, City Architect, Guildhall, Hull. Deposit £2 2s. 

JULY 10.—Margate.—PAINTING.—The Metropolitan 
Asylums Board invites tenders for painting at East- 
cliffe House, Margate. Specifications at the office of 
the Board, Embankment, E.C. 

JULY  10.—Rhondda.—HovsEs.—The Rhondda 
.U.D.C. invite tenders for the building of 88 houses 
and the construction of several streets and roads, 
near the Park, at Penygraig. Quantities of Mr. E 
Hazledine Barber, surveyor, Council Offices, Pentre, 
Rhondda. Deposit, £10. 

JULY 10.—West Riding of Yorkshire.—PAaINTING, 
&0.—The West Riding Education Committee invite 
tenders for painting, decorating and carrying out small 
— at the following schools during the summer 
holidays: Dodworth Green-road Council, Dodworth 
Keresforth-road Council, Hoyland Council, Hoyland 
Common Council (Boys), Hoyland Common Council 
(Girls and Infants), Hoyland Elsecar Council, Womb- 
well Barnsley-road Council (Mixed and Infants’ 
Departments), Wombwell Kings-road Council, Wors- 
borough Birdwell Council, Worsborough Blacker 
Council (Infants’ Department), Worsborough Dale 
Council School (Junior Mixed Dept.), Worsborough 
Blacker Council. Specifications from Mr. P H. 
Swire, Divisional Clerk, W.R. Education Offices, 
Chronicle Buildings, Barnsley. 

JULY 10.—Monmouthshire—PAINTING.—The Mon- 
mouthshire Education Committee invite tenders for 
painting and colouring 33 Council schools and 11 non. 
— schools in various parts of the district. 

pecifications of Mr. J. Bair, F.R.I.B.A., County 
Hall, Newport. 

JULY 12.—Derby.—The Corporation of Derby 
invite tenders from competent builders and contractors 
for the erection of about 430 houses of seven types in 
the Normanton district of the borough, also for laying 
of sewers and construction of new roads connected 
therewith. 

JULY 12.—Exeter—HOSPITAL ExTFENSION.—Ten- 
ders are invited for the erection of new wards at the 
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital, Exeter. Quan- 
tities of Messrs. E. H. Harbottle & Sons, Architects, 
Exeter. De t £5 5s. 

-JULY 12.—Pontypridd.—CoLLEGES.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of two cottages at Hensol 
Castle for Sir Francis Price, Bart. Quantities from 
Messrs. Arthur L Thomas and Gomer S. Morgan, 
23, Gelliwastad-road, Pontypridd. Deposit, £1 

JULY 12.—West Riding of Yorkshire —PaINTING.— 
The County Council of the West Riding of Yorkshire 
invite tenders for painting and distempering of the 
following schools :—Mexborough Adwick-road Council, 
Mexborough Garden-street Council (Junior Mixed 
Department), Bolton-on-Dearne Council (Boys, Girls, 
and Infants), Highgate Council (Mixed and Infants) 
Thurnscoe Council (Boys, Girls, and Infants), Conis- 
boro’ Station-road Council (Mixed and _ Infants). 
Specifications of Mr. W. H. Jones, Divisional Clerk, 
Education Offices, Mexborough. 

JULY 14.—Altrincham.—STRUCTURAL WoORK.—The 
Altrincham Urban District Council invites tenders for 
carrying out certain structural works at their Sewage 
Farm, Dunham Massey, consisting of tanks and 
carriers in concrete, extension of engine-house, and 
other items. Quantities from the Engineer, Mr. 
Charles E. Newton, M.Inst.C.E., 19, Cooper-street, 
Manchester. Deposit £1. 

JULY 14.—Bradford.—PAINTING.—The Corporation 
invite tenders for external and internal painting 
required to be done at the City Hospital, Leeds-road. 
_ of the City Architect, Town Hall, Brad- 
ord. 

JULY 14.—Evesham.—The T.C. invite tenders for 
the erection of 52 houses. Quantities of Mr. H. E. 


* Dicks, Architect, the Market Place, Evesham. De- 


posit £2 2s. 

JULY 14.—Irlam.—PAINTING.—The Irlam Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the painting outside 
of 76 houses, Council Offices and other public buildings. 
Particulars of Mr. R. H. Winterbottom, Surveyor, 


JULY 14.—Leeds.—Hovusine.—The Corporation in- 
vite tenders for all combined trades in connection 
with the erection of 47 houses of varying designs in 

« 


[Jury 4, 1919. 


Vesper-road, Kirkstall.,; Specifications of the City 


Engineer, Municipal Buildings, Leeds. Deposit £1 is, 


JULY 14.—Llanelly.—Hovsrs:—The Corporation of 
Lianelly invites tenders for the erection of forty-four 
houses, at Capel, Lianelly. Quantities at the Borough 
o_o ffice,: Town Hall, Llanelly. Deposit 

JULY 15.—Bradfo.@—PaInTING.—The Education 
Committee invite tenders for the colouring, <&e., 
required to be done at the various schools. Specifi- 
cation of the City Architect, Town Hall, Bradford. 

JULY 15.—Wood Green.—ReEparrs, &¢C.—The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for repairs to schools. Specifi- 
cations of the Surveyor, Town Hall, Wood Green, N. 
Deposit £1 1s. 

ULY 16.—Hunslet.—PAINTING.—The Hunslet Guar- 
dians invite tenders for certain, outdoor painting 
work required at their general institution at Rothwell 
Haigh. Specifications of Mr. Fred. W. Mee, Clerk, 
Union Offices, Hunslet, Leeds. 

JULY  16.—Manchester.—PAINTING.—The Art 
Gallery Committee invite tenders for painting at the 
City Art Gallery. Specification of the City Architeet, 
Town Hall, Manchester. Deposit, 108. 6d. 

JULY 17.—Bolton.—HovseEs.—The Corporation in- 
vites tenders for the erection of the whole or any 
number of the 197 houses intended to be built on the 
Platt Hill Estate. Quantities of the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, Bolton. Deposit 
£2 2s 


JULY 17.—Hereford.—Hovusine.—The T.C. invites 
tenders for the erection of 232 cottages. Quantities 
of Mr. J. Parker, City Surveyor, Town Hall, Hereford. 
Deposit 10s. 6d. each for six bills of quantities. 

ULY 17.—Kensington.—PAINTING, &c0.—The Ken- 
sington Board of Guardians invite tenders for the 
following works, viz.: Painting two iron fire-escape 
staircases, sundry cleaning and decorative works, 
cleaning and ventilating the operating theatre. Par- 
ticulars of Mr. W. R. Stephens, Clerk, Guardians’ 
Offices, Marloes-road, Kensington, W. 8. 

JULY 19,—Irlam.—HovseEs.—The Irlam U.D.C, 
invite tenders for the erection of 64 houses (semi. 
detached), on three sites. Quantities from Mr. W. H- 
Gamble, Housing Surveyor, Council Offices, Irlam, 
Deposit, £5 5s. ‘ 

JULY 21.—Walsingham, Norfolk.—The Walsing- 
ham R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 12 
workmen’s dwellings, being the first of several schemes 
in course of preparation. 

No Datr.—Doncaster.—PICTURE HALL.—Tenders 
are invited for new picture hall to be erected in Hall- 
gate, Doncaster. Quantities of Mr. P. A. Hinchliffe, 
F.R.1.B.A., Architect, 14, Regent-street, Barnsley. 

No DarTe.—Dover.—ALTERATIONS.—Tenders are 
invited for the structural alterations and additions 
to Nos: 58 & 59, Biggin-street, Dover.- Quantities of 
the Architect, Mr. Vernon Shone, Market-square, 
Dover. Deposit, £5 5s. 

No DATE.—Hillsborough—ADDITIONS, &c.—Ten- 
ders are invited for additions and alterations to the 
Kinema House, Crookes-place, Hillsborough. Par- 
ticulars of Mr. P. A. Hinchliffe, F.R.I.B.A., 14, Regent- 
street, Barnsley. 

No Date. — London.—BvILpING. — Tenders are 
invited for the erection of an additional building te 
existing factory. Applications to Mr. A. E. Mason, 
19, Eastcheap-buildings, E.C. 3. 

No DaveE.—Ossett.—ExTENsIONS.—Tendeis are 
invited for the erection of weaving shed extensions to 
Manor: Mill, Ossett, for Messrs. Tennant & Rodley. 
Names to Messrs. G. Fredk. Bowman & Son, Architects, 
5, Greek-street, Leeds. 

No DaTEe.—Ripon.—RAcEcouRSE STAND.—Tenders 

are invited for the erection of a reinforced concrete 
stand for the Ripon Racecourse Committee. Names 
to Messrs. Bland & Bown, FF.R.1.B.A.,-Architects, 
Harrogate. 
No Date.—Salford.—Roor.—The Salford Corpora- 
tion Baths Committee invite tenders for repairing 
roof of the Pendleton Baths. Specification from the 
Superintendent, Blackfriars-road Baths, Salford. 

No Date.—Smethwick.—Hovsine.—Builders de- 
sirous of tendering for the erection of the whole or any 
number of the 238 houses, proposed to be built by the 
T.C., are requested to submit their names_to the 
Borough Surveyor and Engineer (Mr. Alex. Hosken), 
Council House, Smethwick. Deposit, £3 3s. ; 

No DatTKE.—Stisted—CorraGEs.—Tenders are in- 
vited for the erection of a pair of model cottages at 
Brooke’s Farm, Stisted, Ry J Specifications of 
Mr. Jas. W. Clark, Cogges ex. 

No DatTEeE.—West Riding of Yorkshire.— VARIOUS 
WorKs.—The County Council of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire invite tenders for asphalting repairs (Joiners 
and Builder’s work) and renovations (painting, colour- 
washing, &c.), at the various Council Schools. Speci 
fications of Mr. W. E. Oxley, Divisional Clerk, Educa- 
tion Offices, Castleford. : ’ 

No Datk.—West Riding of Yorkshire.—PAINTING -— 
The West Riding Education Committee invite tenders 
for work to be carried out at Birstall, Drighlington, 
Gildersome, Horbury, Ryhill, Crigglestone, and 
Flockton District Council Schools. Specifications 
from Mr. Benj. Sheard, Divisional Clerk, W. 8. Educa- 
tion Office, Northgate, Wakefield. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


JuLy 12.—Sherborne.—STorE.—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for 4,300 tons of broken limestone or granite 
for bacteria’ beds. Forms of tender from Messrs. 
Dodd & Dodd, County Chambers, Corporation-street, 
a ouyY le. _—MarerIas.—The Corpora: 
tion invites tenders for the supply of materials require 
in the various municipal departments. —_— 
from Mr. A. E. Jackson, A.M.Inst.C.E., rough En 
gineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, Southport. 

JuLY 15.—Wallesey.—RETORTS.—The Wallasey 
Corporation invite tenders for the supply of ee 
moulded retorts required for the next six — = 
8 aw « ioe Engineer, J..H. Crowther, 

mekiln-lane, asey. 

JULY 18.—Bexhill:—TRAmER.—The~ Bexhill*T.C. 
invite tenders for,a<side-tipping trailer of six] tons 
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capacity fordstone haulage. Specifications to Mr. 
G. Bell, Borough Surveyor, Town Hall, .Bexhill, 

No DatTe.—Salford.—STORES:—The Salford Gas 
Department invite tenders for the supply of. general 
stores. Particulars of the Gas Engineer, Gas Offices, 
Bloom-street, Salford. 3 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL.” 


JULY 7.— Alfreton. — BORE-HOLE Pumps. — The 
Alfreton Urban District Council invites tenders for 
supplying and fixing at* Blakelow, in the parish of 
Ashover, Derbyshire, a~bore-hole pump of 10 in. 
diameter. Particulars of Mr. R. F. Ward, Water 
Engineer, Council Offices, Alfreton. 

JULY 7.—Coventry.—The Gas Committee of the 
Corporation of Coventry invite tenders for re covering 
roofs with asbestos-cement tiles, approximately 400 
squares, including supplying new and respacing existing 
steel angle purlins at the Gas Works, Foleshill. 

JULY 7.—Dumfries.—BriIDGE.—The Thornhill — Dis- 
trict Committee of the County of Dumfries invite 
tenders. for the construction of a widening of the 
existing masonry bridge of three spans, carrying the 
New Cumnock and Kirkconnel highway over the River 
Nith. Quantities of the Engineers, Messrs. Couch & 
Hogg, C.E., 14, Blythswood-square, Glasgow. 

JULY 7.—Salford——BUNKER.—The Salford  Elec- 
tricity Department invites tenders for the supply and 
erection of a st eel cinder bunker at the Power Station 
Specification of the 


Frederick-road, Pendleton. 
Electricity Works, 


Borough Electrical Engineer, 
Frederick-road, Salford. 

JULY 7.—Sanquhar.—BrRIDGE.—The Thornhill Dis- 
trict Committee invites tenders for widening the 
bridge over the River Wite. Quantities of Messrs. 
Crouch & Hogg, Engineers, 14, Blythswood-square, 
Glasgow. 

JULY 8.—Swindon.—RAILWAY STORES.—The Great 
Western Railway Co. invite tenders for springs, tyres, 
axles, castings, tubes, &c. Specifications of the Stores 
Superintendent, Swindon. 

JULY 10.—Bristol,—INSULATION.—The Docks Com- 
mittee invites tenders for the insulation of the cold 
stores now in course of construction at the Royal 
Edward Dock, Avonmouth. Specification of Mr. 
Thomas A. Peace, Engineer’s Office, Avonmouth 
Docks. Deposit, £5. : 

JULY 14.—Altrincham.—GAs PLANT.—The Altrin- 
cham Urban District Council invites tenders for the 
supply and erection at their Sewage Farm of two 
suction gas plants. Information from the Hngineer. 
Mr. Charles E. Newton, M.Inst.C.E., 19, Cooper-street, 
Manchester. 

JULY 
chester Guardians invite tenders for the supply of 
radiators for hot water heating, radiator fittings, 
brackets, valves and special bends, required at the 
Crumpsall Institution, Crescent-road, Manchester 
Particulars of Mr. Hargreaves, 
Works; at the Institution. 

Avaust 28.—J -—STEEL GatTEs.—The 
Rand Water Board invite tenders for the supply ‘of 
86 steel gates, 30 ft. wide and 25 ft. ss ees gh, for 
the Vaal River Barrage. Plans of the Chief Engineer 
Johannesburg. Deposit £5 5s. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 


WORKS. 

JULY 7.—Beccles——RIVER WoRK.—The Oulton, 
Carlton Colville and Barnby Drainage Board invite 
tenders for haag wag den J the Landspring Dyke from 
the road leading to Barnby Signal Box to the Boundary 
Dyke between Barnby and Carlton Colville, about 
2,100 yards, piling the banks in some places, and 
repairing the brick arches over the Dyke.. Speci- 
fications of Mr. Jacob E. Sayer, Surveyor, 18, London, 
toad, Beccles. 

JULY 7.—Bradford.—SEWERAGE WORKS.—The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for the supply and erection 
of three ejector cylinders, 1,400 galls. total capacity, 
with air receiver, air mains, and all necessary pipes, 
valves, &c., complete. Specification of Mr. Josepn 
Garfield, M-Inst.C.E., Esholt Hall, Shipley. 

JULY 7.—Morley.—Pavine.—The T.C. invites 
tenders for the repaving of portions of Brunswick- 
street and Commercial-street. Quantities of Mr. F. 
Turner, Borough Engineer,*own Hall, Morley. 

JULY 7.—Nuneaton.—SEWERS.—The T.C. invites 
tenders for laying about 460 lineal yards of 6 in. 
earthenware pipe sewers in connection with the Bath- 
road housing scheme. Quantities of Mr. F. C. Cook, 
Borough Engineer, Municipal Offices, 
Deposit £1 1s. 

_ JULY 7.—Sleaford.—SEWERS.—The Sleaford R.D.C. 
invite tenders for laying 290 lineal yards of 6 in. 
stoneware pipes, &c., at Leasingham. Quantities of 
Mr. W. B. Marsden, Council Offices, Sleaford. 

_ JULY 9.—Hackney.—PavinG.—The Borough Council 
invites tenders for wood, granite and asphalte paving 
in different parts of the borough. Quantities of the 
Borough Engineer, Town Hall, Hackney. Deposit 
£1 1s. for each of the three contracts. 

JULY 10.—Wandsworth.— DRAINAGE WoRKS.— 
The Borough Council invite tenders for drainage works 
St on a ee Cemetery. 
apecifications o . &. De Borough Surveyor, 
= — sy a pater 8.W. ™ , 

ULY — ington.—SEWERAGE WoORKS.—The 
fe pei — ee — | works. Specifica- 

ns 0) essrs. enton asdale i 
Viictoria Street, 8. W. = 

JULY 12.—Batley.—RoaD AND SEWER WoRK.—The 
Corporation invites tenders for the laying out of a 
~ ot, Shout ng a, # Fy em yl Batley. 

es 0) . Haro ‘ , Boro 3 

own Hall, ey 4 —e 

JULY 12.—Hawarden.— TRENCH WorK.— The 
Hawarden and District Waterworks Co. invite tenders 
for the excavation of 700 lineal yeards of 8 in. and 
_ ipe trench. Plans at the office of the Engineer, 

ey. 

JULY 14.—Chelmsford.—Woep Pavixe.—The Ti 
Council of Chelmsford invites tenders for the avian 


Nuneaton. 


ef Duke-street, from Tindal-square to the Railway 
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Station Arch, with creosoted deal bloeks. Specifications 
of Mr. Percival T. Harrison, A.M.Pnst.C.E:, Borough 
Engineer, Chelmsford. re 

JULY 15.—Sutton Coldfield,—-SEWERAGE WoORKS:— 
a Birmingham Tame and Rea District Drainage 

dard invites tenders for the construction of 6} acres 
of bacteria beds. " Quantities of Mr. John D. Watson, 
M.Inst.C.B,, Engineer te the Drainage Board, Drainage 
Board Office, The Rookéry, Erdington Park. 


JULY 17.—Bolton.—LaYINe OuT.—The Corporation . 


invites tenders for sewering, excavating, forming ana 
ballasting and other works in connection with ‘the 
Platt Hill housing scheme. Qaantities of the Borough 
Sy ged and Surveyor, Town Hall, Bolton. Deposit 


2s. ' 

x JULY 22.—Tottenham, N.—The Tottenham U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the following works: Resurfacing 
and repaving varicus roads in the district. 

JULY 28.—Middlesex.—RoaDs.—The Middlesex C.C. 
invites tenders for the construction of the first section 
(about 3 miles) of the proposed new Gieat West-road. 
The work includes the provision of sewers, manholes 
and subways for gas and water mains. Quantities of 
Mr. H. T. Wakeham, County Engineer, Middlesex 
Guildhall, Westminster, S.W. Deposit £21. 


Auction Sales, Tenders, &c. 

JULY 4, 9, 10 & 11.—Buckminster, Grantham.— 
Messrs. Walker, Walton & Hanson will sell, by order 
of the Disposal Board, sawn timber, galvanized tanks‘ 
cement, &c., huts, plumbring and ironmongery 
materials; also bedsteads, mattresses and pillows, 
blankets, hurricane lamps and enamel-ware. 

JULY 5.—Essex.—Messrs. Craskeat & Sons will seil 
the Board Room, Corn Exchange, Colchester, by direc- 
tion of Major Hutchinson, Aresford Hall, important 
agricultural holdings, including the Brook Farm, unless 
previously sold by private treaty. Particulars of 
Auctioneers, Colchester. 

* JULY 7 AND 8.—Warminster.—Messrs. D. & D. H. 
Waddington will sell exceptionally well-seasoned 
timber, ironmongery, sanitary goods, stone bricks and 
paints, Archangel boards and deals. 

%* JULY 8.—Andover.—Messrs. Frederick Ellen & 
Son will sell at the Andover Aerodrome, surplus’ build- 
ing materials, furniture and clothing, light railway, 
paints, distemper, and a large quantity of various 
materials. 

JULY 8 AND 9,—Cranwell, Lincs.—Messrs. Escritt 
&. Barrell will sell contractor’s plant and materials. 
including four sectional huts, light railway material. 
ironmongery, six farm carts, harness, corrugated iron 


sheeting, &c. 
well, Lincolnshire. — Messrs 


JULY, 8 & 9.— Cran 


“Escritt & Barrell will sell, by order of the Disposal 


Board, at Cranwell Aerodrome surplus contractors’ 
lant and effects, huts, light railway material, 8 tons 
lock bolts, nuts and washers, 11 tons twisted iron 

wall ties, 700 scaffold poles, 1,000 putlogs, 6 con- 


* tractor’s or farm ‘carts, corrugated iron sheeting and 


rough wood. 

JuLy 9.— Liphook .and Milford.—Messrs. J. T. 
& Co. will sell by Auction, at,the Bramshott 
and itley Camps, Liphook and Milford, the 
valuable Tarrant’s sectional timber built huts 
(known as the Khaki College Library Huts). Also 
timber — corrugated iron building, furniture, equip- 
ment, 6 

x JULY 9.—Oldbury.—Sale by auction by order of 
the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions. Tenders 
are invited for large quantity of imported and home- 
grown timber; also miscellaneous scrap wood, tele- 
phone poles, &c. 

JULY 9 AND 10.— Leighterton.—Messrs. Bruton, 
Knowles & Company will sell by order of the Disposal 
Board, at Leighterton Aerodrome. the surplus building 
materials of various kinds laying there. 

JuLY 10.—For sale, ‘“ Roxeth,” Harrow-on-the- 
Hill: Particulars from Messrs. May &} Rowden, 
Auctioneers, 27, Maddox-street, W. 1. 

JULY . 11.— Min mpton.—Messrs. Bruton 
Knowles & Company will sell by order of the Disposal 
Board at Minchinhampton Aerodrome, valuable surplus 
building material. ; 

JULY 12.—Hertford.—Messrs. Norris' & Duvall 
will sell by auction, at Hertford, freehold wharf 
with 210 ft. frontage to River Lea (with dwelling 
house), suitable for builders’ merchant. 

JULY 14. — Dorking. — Messrs.'Crow will sell (unless 
previously disposed of, privately), at the Red Lion 
Hotel, Dorking, the freehold, “‘ Holmwood,” Brick and 
Tile Works, and well situate building land in seven lots 

Juty 14.—London. W.C.—Messrs.' J. T. Skelding 
& Co. will sell, by direction of the Disposal Board, 
building materials and new joinery work, of which 
full details will appear in future advertisement. 

JULY 15, 16, 17 AND 18,—Emsworth.—Messrs. 
Hall, Pain & Goldsmith will sell by direction of th, 
Disposal Board at Emsworth Aerodrome, valuabl, 
machinery, building plant and materials, tools, hut 
ments and permanent buildings, one mile of heavy 
broad-gauge steel railway, locomotive for broad-gauge, 
50 tons corrugated iron sheeting, 1,000,000 clamp 
bricks, cement, timber and all sorts of tools, &c. 

*K JULY 15.—Middlesex.—Messrs. Douglas Young & 
Co. will sell at the Belgian Government Works (high 
explosives factory) surplus material, loose plant, and 
storé:, all kinds of useful goods including 200 tons of 
coal. 

Juty 17.—London.—Messrs. Hawkins & Sons are 
instructed by Yelverton, Dawbarn Bros., Ltd., to 
sell by tender the freehold factory, steam saw yd 
and moulding mills, with nearly three acres of land, 
up to date machinery, &c. Tenders on prescribed form 
to be delivered at Surveyor’s offices by June 17. Full 
detailed particulars may be obtained from Messrs, 
Yelverton, Dawbarn Bros., Ltd., ; of Messrs. Taylor 
Simpson & Mosley, solicitors, Derby ; or of Messrs 
Hawkins & Sons, surveyors, 114, Hart-street, W.C.1. 

JULY 24. -—Messrs. Daniel Watney & Son 
will sell at Winchester House, Old Broad-street, 
valuable corner building site, suitable for the erection 
of shops, wn as 105 and 106, Aldersgate-street. 

*IULY 26.—Wilton.—Messrs. Joseph Hibbard & 
Song.will sell by order of the Board of Trade. Timbe 
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Controller’s Department. (without reserving, for 
abs: e sale) upon: thé ‘site of the timber depot, 
Wil Railway Sidings, L.'& S.W. Rly (three miles 
from Salisbury); large quantities of timber, planks, 
es posts, alongens &o, 

MIULY 30.— amithergmith.—Messrs. Toplis & 
Harding will sell,.af the Gannon Street Hotel, im- 
portant copyhoid property known as Carnford Lodge, 
sittate at the cornér Of Queen-street and Fulham 
Palace-réad, within a few yards of Hammersmith 
Broadway. 

JULY 39,—Westcliff-on-Sea.—Messrs. Toplis « 
Harding will sell, at the Cannon Street Hotel, ve 
valuable and highly.important freehold corner »buil 
ing site, known as Beach House, Hamlet Oourt-road- 
occupying magnificent position. 

* No DatTk.—Sales by tender. by orde® of the 
Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions. For.sale by 
tender, 4 tons 34 cwt. of solder in 2 cwt. lots of more: 

No DAtE.—Tring, Herts*—Messrs. J. T. Skelding 
& Co. will sell brickworks and building land, known 
as Tring Grange Brickworks, comprising 20. acres, 
considerable frontage to. main road, inexhaustibie 
beds of the very finest. brick earth, from which finest 
red and multi facings are made. Some 14,000 younz 
fir trees are standing on sites. 


Public Appointments. 


JULY’ 7.-— Kingston-on-Thames:—The Kingston 
Borough Cowncil. Assistant in Borough Surveyor’s 
office wanted, ‘Salary £250 per annum. 

JULY 7.—Merton and Morden.—The Merton and 

_Morden U.D.C. invites applications for the appoint- 
ment of a fully. qualified .temporary architectural 
assistant. _ 

JULY 7.—Sheffield.—The Estates Committee of 
of the City of Sheffield require the serviées of a number 
of architectural draughtsmen to assist in the prepara- 
br of plans for the housing schemes of the Corpora- 
ion. 

JULY 8.—Truro.—The Truro City Council require 
the services of: a temporary architectural assistant 
to the City Engineer and Surveyor for the purposes of 
their housing scheme: } : 

* JULY 9.—Nottingham.— The City of Nottingham 
Housing Committeeare pre id to receive applications 
for the appointment of director of housing at a com- 
meneing salary. of, £800: péF ‘annum. 

* IDLY 10.—Lon @-~The Education Officer 
requires an Ins ‘in’ stfuctural mechanics on 
Tuesday and Th ‘évenings, at a fee of £1 an 
attendance at’ the Cen @hool of Arts and Crafts, 
Southampton Row. * ) °°" 

*x JULY 10.—Sidmouth.—The Sidmouth U.D.C. invite 
application for the appointment of architect for the 
erection of about 120 ease in their district. 

JULY_ 11,—Liverpool.— TEACHER OF AKCHITEC- 
TURAL DRAUGHTSMANSHIP.—The Liverpool Education 
Committee require services of a quatified teather as 
above. Salary £250, with War Bonus. 

JULY 11.—Morley.—The Morley: Boi Gouncil 
Required by the Borough Engineer, two temporary 
architectural assistants with knowledge of builders’ 
quantities essential, 

JULY 11.—North Walsham.—The North Wa.sham 
U.D.C. invite applitations from members of the 
R.I B.A. to prepare plans for district housing scheme. 

JULY: 14.—Devon,— ARCHITECT'S CHIEF ASSIS- 
TANT.—The. Devon County Education Authority 
invite applications for above post. £250 per annum 
(no War Bonus). 

JuLty 14,—Eastry——The Eastry R.D.C. invites 
oqghesttens from architects willing to assist in housing 
scheme. 

JULY 15.—Guildford—The Guildford R.D.C. 
invite applications for the position of Housing In- 
spector for their District, containing 17 parishes(and 
an area of about 52,521 acres. Salary £5 per week. | 

JULY .17.—Birmingham,—IENSTRUCTOR FOR HOUSE 
PAINTING, &c., CLASSES.—The City of Birmingham 
Education Committee invite applications for above 
post. Salary £450 (plus £78 War allowances). 

No DatTE.—Hong Kong.—The Government of 
Hong Kong require assistant engineer for the architec- 
tural office of the Public Works Department. Salary 
£360-£10-£450; duty bonus of £40 per annum 
war bonus of 10 cent. - 

%* NO DAvTE.—Leicester—The Borough Council. of 
Leicester invite applications for the following appoint- 
ments: Lecturer in building construction and allied 
subjects ; scale £260-£450 per annum. Instructor in 
carpentry and joinery ; scale £150-£250 per annum. 

No DaTE.—London.—The Director of Education. 
Wanted for September next, instructor in plumbing 
for two evenings per week. Salary according to L.C.C, 
scale for technical teachers. 4 1: 

* Nu DarE—Willesden.—The Willesden District 
Council are prepared to receive applications for the 
appointment of an architectural draughtsman (the 
appointment will be of a temporary character). ary 
at the rate of £6 6s. per week. 


Competitions. 


JuLy 14—Penzance.—DESIGNS FOR WaR MzmM- 
ORIAL.—£25 is offered for selected design. Cost not 
to exceed £2,000. Panels required forg200 names. 
Designs, with estimated cost, to be submitted under 
a nom de plume to C. E. Venning, 58, Morrab-road, 
Penzance. 

JuLY 15.—Beckenham.—Lay-OUT OF BUILDING 
EstaTE.—Beckenham District Council invite a pi 
cations from architects practising and residing wit in 
the Metropolis or its suburbs, for schemes for Lay-out 
of building estate of about 37 acres, arfd designs of 
houses thereon. . 

SEPTEMBER 30.—Bri “—The War Memoria 
Committee invite designs for a War Memorial to be 
erected at cost not exceeding £2,500. A professional 
assessor has been appointed to advise the Committee. 


Premiums £100 and £50. Particulars, up to July 26, 
from the Secretary, Se on 9 ¥ 
Bridlington. ‘Designs to be delivered by Septem. 


‘ 


ber 30, 1919, 


—— 





0 ee CR Cah ea eae 


ee ERE Ae 


Ain a a bs shes i _ wre 4 ie eae 

















est. GINS, THE BUILDER 


PROPOSED NEW. BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to eneure the accuracy of the information given, but it ma 
occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the responsibility of conimencing on 


before 


ublication, have been actually commenced. Abbreviations:— 
6. for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Committee; L.G.B. 


rban District Council; R.D. 


lans are finally approved by the local authorities, ‘‘ propos 





ed’’ works, at the time of 
.C. for Town Council; U.D.C. for 


for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardiams; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish Council. 


BEDFORD.—Plans passed by R.D.C.: Alterations 
and additions at the Priory Farm, Harrold, for Messrs. 
P. & W. Anderson, Ltd.; residence at Milton 
Ernest, for Mr. W. M. B. Sanders. bee 

BLACKPOOL.—Plans passed: R. Fielding & Sons, 
two houses, Warbreck Hill-road; Mr. Rigby, one 
house, Warbreck Hill-road; M. B. Chadwick, one 
house, First-avenue; J. Gregson, six houses, garage, 
atable and workshop, Bloomfield-road and Durley- 
road; E. Saltinscale, two houses, Mere-road ; Crossley 
Bros., one house, Fleetwood-road, Bispham ; H. 8. C. 
Thornton, two houses, Warbreck Hill-road; N. 
Machell, bungalow, Watson’s-lane East; J. Smith, 
bay window, Woodland-grove ; Texalo Manufacturing 
Co.; workshop, Henry-street ; Regent Picture House 
Co., Ltd., picture hall, Church-street and Regent- 
road; Oppenheim & Co., factory, Handsworth-road ; 
A. E. Harrison, motor house, King Edward-avenue ; 
Blackpool Corporation, garage, Princess-street; 8. J. 
Woods & Co., garage, Lytham-road; J. Cameron, 
garage, Red Bank-road ; . Bateson, extensions 
to garage, New-road; Parker Bros., three store- 
rooms, Raikes-road; Crossley Bros., woodworking 
factory, Fleetwood-road, Bispham ; Cliffs & Norbreck 
Hydro, boilerhouse, Norbreck; H. Heap, garage and 
bay window, Raikes-parade ; Clifton Hotel Co., Ltd., 
chimney, Market-street. 

BoLton.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Messrs. C. B. 
Scholes & Sons, wagon shed, Newnham-street ; 
Messrs. J. Harwood Son, extensions to works, 
Woodside Millis, Rushton-lane; Mr. T. Woods, two 
semi-detached houses, New Hall-lane; St. Paul’s 
Vicarage, sanitary imprevements to Vicarage and 
cottage, Halliwell-road; Mr. P. Walsh, bay window, 
29, Churchgate; Messrs. Johnson, Hodgkinson & 
Pearson, for canteen, Parrot-street; Messrs. Vose & 
Sons, Ltd., for works, Silverwell-lane; Mr. William 
Sharples, alterations of premises, 159, Deansgate ; 
Messrs, Roberts’ Patent Machine Filling Co., extension 
to works, Roundcroft-street. 

BRIDLINGTON.—The T.C. has decided to promote a 
Bill in the next Session ef Parliament for the purchase 
of property and land to @nable the Council to extend 
the Prince’s Parade westward, and to carry out street 
improvements. The Council has in view the purchase 
of property in  Prince-street, Garrison-street, the 
Crescent, the Esplanade, Regent-terrace, and Fort- 
terrace, the widening of the Parade, the erection of 
a grand pavilion to accommodate 4,000 or 5,000, and 
ultimately to secure a promenade or drive from the 
harbour side to the seca wall at the north end of the 
town. 

BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH.—The U.D.C. has approved 
of the plans of a factory for the Burnham Preserving 
Co. 

CHELMSFORD.—Plans passed -by  1T.C. ‘—Bank, 
offices, &c., Eigh-street, for the London Joint City 
& Midland Bank; alterations, &c., 29, Milmey-road, 
for Mr. F. Ashton; alterations at 45, Duke-street, 
for Mr. A. E. Coppin; lavatory accommodation, «c., 
Sports Ground of the Hoffmann Manufacturing Co. ; 
shop front, 44, Duke-street, for Mr. H. Hay; altera- 
tions, 85, High-street, for the Norwich Union Insur- 
ance Society. 

CHICHESTER.—Mr. A. Stubbs has been granted a 
cinematograph licence for Farringdon House, subject 
to the plans of proposed alterations being approved 
by the justices. It was stated that £8,000 will be 
spent on the alterations. 

COVENTRY.—The City Council has approved of 
a site for a new town hail. 

DUNDEE.—At a meeting of the T.C. a letter was 
read from the L.G.B. on the subject of the Logie 
housing scheme, estimated to cost £210,443. It. gave 
authority for the acceptance of the tenders, subject 
to reductions totalling £10,524. The modifications 
included a reduction of ceilings, the taking out of 
oriel windows, modification of flooring and timbering 
and the cutting out of joiners’ fixtures. By a majority 
the Council approved of the scheme. 

DUNFERMLINE.—The T.C. have engaged five local 
architects, who are now employed finally deter- 
mining upon the respective type plans of the houses, 


* See alee our List of Competitions, Contracts, eta. 





of which 500 are to be erected immediately—350 at 
Brucefield and 150 at Townhill. It is hoped to 
obtain the sanction of the scheme by the L.G.B. 
without delay, since the demand for dwelling houses 
in Dunfermline is increasing. 

HACKNEY.—Plans passed by B.C.: Extension to 
factory, Mare-street, for Messrs. Ashby & Horner; 
drainage, 392, Mare-street, for Messrs. Higgins & 
Thomerson ; drainage of factory premises, Chatham- 
place, for Messrs. Ashley & Horner; additional 
sanitary accommodation at factories, &¢., Downs 
Park-road, for Messrs. Hobden & Porre; drainage of 
factory premises, 210, Mare-street, for Mr. J. Easton. 

HEATH TOWN.—The U.D.C. hope shortly to present 
plans of houses to the Housing Commissioner for 
approval. The houses are planned to be built semi- 
detached, and there will be two rooms on the ground 
floor and three bedrooms. The cost will be £415 each. 
Fifty-eight houses will be erected on Cannock-road and 
28 on Victoria- and Bushbury-roads. 

LONDON.—The Improvements and Finance Com- 
mittee of the Corporation are proposing to prepare 
a scheme for the provision of 2,200 houses outside 

« the City precincts to give accommodation to 11,000 
persons within a period of two years at a cost of two 
millions, the annual deficiency beyond the proceeds 
of a penny rate being defrayed by the Exchequer. 
The scheme will be framed in accordance with the 
terms of the Housing and Town Planning Bill when 
it becomes law: 

MANSFIELD.—Plans passed: G. E. Neville, West- 
fleld-lane, motor garage; S. Eden & Sons, Hermitage- 
lane, extensions to warehouse; A. Welch, Ratcliffe- 
gate, business premises; A. Richardson, Belvedere- 
street, garage, shops, assembly room, etc. 

PRFSTON.—Plans passed by T.C Lock-up shop, 
Eldon-street, for Mr. H. Heeton; bakehouse, 96, 
Miller-road, for Mr. F. Howarth; workshop, Heatley- 
street, for Mr. H. Heeton ; alteration, 103A, Fishergate, 
for Mr. G. E. Tonge: extensions and garage, Boid- 
street, Mr. W. Rawcliffe, for Messrs. W. & J. Turner ; 
garage, Waterloo-road, for Messrs. E. Morley & Sons ; 
office, etc., Fermor-road, for Mr. E. G. Bunce. 

ROTHERHAM.—The Education Committee is asking 
the Parks Committee to sell two acres of land in 
Clifton Park for a technical college-—The T.C. has 
accepted tenders for the erection of 100 houses, the 
first section of the scheme which comprises 3,000 
houses. The average cost per house of the scullery 
type was £657, exclusive of the land, and £717 includ- 
ing roads and sewers; for the parlour type £842 10s. 
inclusive of land, and £902 10s. including roads and 
sewers. Messrs. J. H. 8. Randall (Limited), Sheffield, 
were the successful tenderers. 

SALFORD.—Plans passed:—Construction of sanitary- 
accommodation, ‘‘ Leamington” Inn, Taylorson- 
street ; motor garage. Cannon-street ; saw mill, timber 
stores, offices, &c., Montford-street and Thurlow-street, 
Salford; garage, &c., Raven-street, Pendleton ; store, 
B:lvelere-street, Pendleton; motor garage, 119, 
Claremont-road, Pendleton. Re-construction of sani- 
tary conveniences, 12, 14, 16 and 18, Tomlinson’s- 
buildings, Salford. Additions to works, Church-street, 
Pendleton; dwelling-house, Old Hall-road, Higher 
Broug iton. Alterationsandadditions to Rook’s-build- 
ing3, Springvale-road, Pendleton; drainage of prem- 
ises, Orchard-street, Lord-street, and James-street, 
Pendleton. 

THORNABY.—Plans passed by T.C.: New business 
premises at corner of George-street and Henrietta- 
street, for the Stockton Co-operative Society ; boat 
building house at Thornaby-place, for Mr. F. Davis ; 
steel-framed structure, for Messrs. Proctor & Co. ; 
conversion of shop, corner of Mandale-road and 
a pla into a club, for Mr. G. Wilson, 7, George- 
street. 

WANDSWORTH.—Plans passed by B.C.: Highwa:s 
Construction, Ltd., wagon shed at Company’s works, 
Point Pleasant, Southfield; by Mr. A. Bretzfelder, 
shop premises at 151, High-street, Wandsworth ; 
by Mr. W. Banks, cottage at junction of Augustus- 
road and Beaumont-road; by Messrs. Courtney & 
Fairbairn, Ltd., for alterations, etc., 154, High-street, 
Clapham North; by Messrs. W. Kerr, Ltd., additions 
to Chester Cottage, Mantilla-road, Tooting; by 
Messrs. F. & G. Foster, workshops at the Military 
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Hospital (Tooting Home), Church-lane, Tooting ; 
by H. J. Cearns, for addition, etc., at 65, Old Town, 
Clapham North; by Mr. A. E. Davis, garage at rear 
of 11, Egliston-road, Putney; by Messrs. W. Adkins 
& Son, addition to entrance lodge at Ashburton House, 
Putney Heath, North; by Mr. M. 8S. E. Jackson, on 
behalf of The Artisans’ Labourers’ and General 
Dwellings Co., Ltd., drainage at 49, Streatham Hill; 
by Mr. J. Tong, garage at 16, Larpent-avenue, Putney ; 
by Messrs. G. Hill & Son, Ltd., for re-drainage of 12, 
Gleneagle-road, Streatham; by Mr. G. W. Beattie, 
re-drainage of 20, Portinscale-road, Southfield; by 
Messrs. Doulton & Co.,, Ltd., re-drainage of Bowling 
Green House, Putney Heath; by Mr. E. F. Stimson, 
additions to drains at 20, Dalebury-road, Trinity- 
road, Springfield, and 43, Dalebury-road, Trinity- 
road, Springfield; by Messrs. Clarke- & Williams, 
redrainage of 13, Lornton-road. Balham. 

WEst PENWITH.—The R.D.C. intends to proceed 
with a scheme for the erection of 60 houses in the area. 

WILLESDEN.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: Addition 
to factory of the Williamson Kinematograph Co., 
Litchfield-gardens, Mr. H. J. Wise, for the Company ; 
extensions to engineering shops, Waxlow-road, Messrs. 
T. Jas. Evans & Son, for Luxfer, Ltd.; additions at 
10, Teignmouth-road, by H. F. Wilkins, for Mr. 
8S. Pulzer; alterations to loft at bakery, 104, High- 
road, Willesden Green, by Mr. H. F. Wilkins, for Mrs. 
E. Wilkins; alterations to 10 and 12, Chichele-road, 
by Mr. W. Quennell, for Dr. Dunning ;_ alterations to 
stable, 31 Shoot-up Hill, by Mr. G. A. Sexton, for 
Dr. L. A. Levy ; alterations to Church End Paddocks, 
for motor works, by Messrs. Park Ward & Co., for 
Messrs. C. Rickards & Co. ; addition to Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co.’s Works, Acton-lane, by and for 
the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd.; house 
for Superintendent, North London Dog’s Home, 
Bridge-road, by ‘‘ The Committee,” for Our Dumb 
Friends’ League ; twenty houses, Kingsbury Garden 
Village, by Mr. E. J. W. Hider, for the Metropolitan 
Railway Co. 


FIRES 


EASt GRINSTBAD.—Damages. estimated at £1,000 
have been done to the farm buildings at Moat Farm, in 
the occupation of Messrs. Holman & Sons. 

HUDDERSFIELD.—King’s Head Buildings, Cloth 
Hall-street, and adjoining premises have been badly 
damaged by fire. 

NEWOASTLE.—The stables of Messrs. Carricks 
ang Co., in the Haymarket, have been destroyed 

y fire. 

PETERHEAD.—Damage3 estimated at £8,000 were 
caused by a fire which broke out in the extensive 
premises in Windmill-street, Peterhead, of Messrs. 
John Mitchell & Sons, fish-curers. 

SHEFFIELD.—A fire which occurred at the Midland 
Tool Works of Messrs. E. Wales & Sons, Queen’s-road, 
resulted in damage amounting to about £1,000. 


Disposal of Government Stores. 

The second number of Surplus (issued by the 
Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, price 3d.) 
contains detailed particulars of an immense 
amount of surplus war stores for sale. The 
goods are classified into 18 sections, and the 
places where they are lying, the quantities in 
which they will be disposed of, and whether the 
sale will be by auction or tender, are given. 
The material includes plant and machinery, of 
every description, factories and aerodromes, 
dock and wharf equipment, timber, horses, huts, 
building materials, furniture, &c. 


Building Material for Disposal. 

Apart from the immense quantities of 
building material and temporary structures 
which are now for sale in all parts of the 
country, the Disposal Board of the Ministry of 
Munitions has arranged to sell 100,000 rolls 
of tarred and sanded roofing felt. The stock 
of roofing felt is of the highest quality, and is 
lying at the R.E. Stores, Abbey Mills, Canning 
Town. Offers are invited by private treaty 
for lots of 20,000 rolls. Full particulars and 
permits to view may be obtained from the 
Controller, Huts and Building Materials Section, 
Artillery Mansions, Victoria-street, S.W. 1. 





GREYSTONE LIME MORTAR ». CEMENT MORTAR 


ee 





OME Architects and Surveyors have acquired the habit of specifying cement 





for mortar, thinking that cement makes a better mortar, and that to specify 
Greystone Lime for mortar is to substitute a cheaper and therefore 
an inferior article. This is not the case, and in reality the use of cement for 


mortar is an expensive substitute for Greystone Lime. 


The lasting powers of Greystone Lime are conclusively proved by the 
soundness of the mortar when buildings centuries old are pulled down. 

The mortar used then was practically all of Lime and Sand, and in most 
cases the mortar is now as hard as the bricks themselves. 
Surveyors should therefore consider these facts before 


Architects and 


specifying Cement mortar. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 


up to London Bridg>. £ 8. d. 
OE fe re rr tree 316 6 
Per 1000, Delivered * London Goods Stations. a 

8. 


Best Biue 
Pressed Staf- 


Flettons ...... A ° y 


Best Stour- 


bridge _bire fordshire ... 8 2 6 
Breet 5.208% 9 6 O Do. Bulinose.. 817 9 
GLazED BRIGKs— Blue Wire Cuts 7 2 0 
Best White, D’ble Str’tch’ra 28 10 0 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 25 10 0 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 21 10 0 two Ends .. 29 10 0 
Headers....... 21 0 O Two Sides and 
Quoins, Bull- one End .... 30 10 0 
nose and 4tin. Splays and 
Plats ovccces. 20 6 Squints..... 28 0 0 
Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hard 


Glaze, £5 10s.extra over white. 
a. 


1. 

Thames Ballast ........ 15 6 per yard, delivered 
Pit Sand ........eeeee - 18-6 “s 
Thames Sand ......- oe Sh Se 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... a Sea radius 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 

Concrete ..... seeccces 4 oo 6 ton. 
4 in. 19 

Per ton. delivered in onda area. P 
, » 

Best Portland Cement ...... ; 10 6 .. 313 6 

63/6 alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Verrocrete per ton extra on above. .. 56 0 


Best Ground Biue Lias Lime 2 5 Oat rly. depot. 
Nore.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 6d. 


each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition ~vithin three months. 
Grey Stone Lime ...... 55s. Od. per ton delivered. 


Stourbridge Vireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE. 


BATH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at 6. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 2 0 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 1} 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 
Depot .<..- Stee Sees heeee ébbés 6 oor 2 23 
PORTLAND STON “te 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and “Mileage Station 
G.W.R., per ft. MN on de Sabondus oaks «+ 2 103 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
Stations, HOF TS. GUNG. «. cccc cevewseccocs 2 11% 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Notre.—#d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


average. 
RaNbomM meng tin - 4 Cube, delivered at Rly. nom. 
. d 


Closeburn 

Freestone ...... 3 
Red & White Mans- 

fieldrandom block 5 


Ancaster in blocks 3 ¢ 
Beer in blocks .. 11 
Grinshill in blocks 2 9 


Darley Dale in . 
DOORS cc cevnce 3 2 £Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do. do 
YORK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station London. 

Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super.) .....+-20e- «..- Pert. Super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ........ ‘ 

8 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizea) ,, 

2 in. to 2$ in. sawn one = slabs 

(random 8ize8) .......e.eee. oosccee. 

1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto : ccvseosedecs ‘gp 
Harp Yorr— 

_ Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 

COP) cin ve eesebhnssetsks Per Ft. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... ° 
4 in. pawn two sides slabs"(random sizes) ,, 
3 in. ditto, t 
2 in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Super 


WOOD. 


(The following prices are the Controller's prices fixed 
Feb. 7, 1919. he control is now removed.) 


Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 
told. These prices are per standard landed and in store. 


WHITE ys REDWOOD. 
2nd 3rdand 4th 


-* @ & 


ee DO «e 
- 


on aAKe o 


Sennen @& 
-— 

Concos oS 
os 


— 


unsorted 
Inches £38 ‘a ite 2 
4 is pearen ene .. 6410 6210 4910 4710 
4 9. ae -- 5010 4810 4510 4310 
4 © in aoaiod . 4710 4510 4210 4010 
. T° snediues 4710 4510 4210 4010 
. X Bias 4610 4410 4110 3910 
Sx 9 See 46 0: 44 0 41 0 39 0 
Sx Oo uses 4510 4310 4010 3810 
3 S .Sebend 4510 4310 3910 3710 
23 to $3 x.11.... 5310 5110 4810 4 10 
Htosx Hh... & 0 63. Bid . &- 0 
24 x 7 to 8.2... 46 0 44 °0°- 41 0 39 0 
2s X cccesce, 26 10 - 48:30 10 38.10 
24 x 4 cossecte Oe 80-40 26 46-90 10.“ -87: 10 
2 X £8 svsccther Dn” Se eas: Ue 
> sbeteéas - Se 0 ee oe Se. CD 4S 
2X 8 w.eeeeee 4610 4410 4110 39 10 
SKF ccccee + 46 O0- 44 0 41 0 39 O 
2 X< B hiccwe 2 ee a 
: x * : Sisdins --- 4410 4210 3910 3710 
2 4410 4210 40 0 38 0 


nSORTES LARCHWOOD at 3rd Archangel Red- 
de wood Prices. 
Boards, ist and 2nd, £1 10s, extra. 
Boards, 3rd and 4th, £1 extra. 


a ed ee ee eee 


woop (Continued). 


FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £40 10s. per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 
U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 
strips), £35. 
SWEDISH AND ere ame FLOORING AND 
G 
U/S Red and White. 
Per 100ft. super. Per 100 ft. super 
lin. P.E. at 60/- iz P.E. at 30/- 
ltin, P.E. at 50/- in. P.E, at 25/6 
lin. P.E. at 40/- din. P.E. at 20/6 
fin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra, 
PLANED BOARDS—11 in., £45 per standard ; 10 in., 


£43 per standard; 9 in., £43 per standard; 8 in., 
£41 per standard, 
YELLOW PINE. 

[st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Inches £ 8. £ 68. £ 8. £ 8. 
3 x 12andup.. 67 0 55 0 65010 44 0 
D MBB i ee swweaes 64 0 53 0 48 10 44 0 
2 MH . PRine caeseos 58 0 48 0 44 0 42 0 
wR) Disisased es 57 0 47 0 43 0 41 0 
Se, ee, a ee 55 0 45 0 42 0 39 (0 
2 eS eee 55 6(«OO 45 0 42 0 39 0 
3 X é and down 52 0O 42 0 40 0 37 O 


For complete specification and controlled prices, see 
“* London Gazette,” February 7, 1919 


Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asinch ....... 026to 0 8 0 
} in. do. do. 0 2 0 to 02 6 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, African, per 
ft. super, asinen .... 026to 0 38 0 
Cuba, Mahogany ...... 0 3 6 to 040 
Teak (Rangoon, Mouimein 
or Java). per load.. 0 0 to 8 O 0 
American W hitewood 
planks, per ft. cube 018 0 to 10 0 
Scotch Glue, per owt. .... SS @ és an 
017 0 — 


Liquid Glue, per gai'on .. 


SLATES. 
ist quality slates from Bangor or Portmadoc in 
truck load delivered London area. Per 1,000 of > 
£ 


Best Biue Bangor Slates, 24 by 12........ 4810 0 

” ” ” GOO 16 Wn cccoce OS F9 

First quality a 22 by 11..... ea 2s 

» »» 20 by 18...... = FX. 

Best Blue Portmadoc tf, errs fe 

*” ” 18 by 10........ 22 0 0 

First quality ,, 59 Oe Sacccseeee OO |. D 

a ” 26 BF 8D .cccoce . =. S| 

“ =A POE BS cvscsscce WH ES DO 

Per 1,000 

TILES. f.o.r. London. 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or ¢£ s. d. 

Staffordshire district............ osevesce § 3 FY 

Ditto hand-made ditto....... Hénewes Ss 3 -s 

Ornamental ditto ........+++6. Wintwwden sae = 

Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) ........6. 014 O 
METALS. 


WrovUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 

(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 

value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to-and Sizes 

including 2 in. 2} in. to 6in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 
BER nn on ecesesee iad 32% .... 263 37% 





Water ..... 13 28 - 213 35 
eR, LOGS 6 25 .... 16 32h 
Gal vanised Gas 2. ae rr 30 


- Water + 74 212 .... Net. 27% 
eo Steam + 174 174 ....4+7% 26 
L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipES—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. eter stuck angles 


ri ; 3 4 co 
2 in. ryd.in6fts.. 4 ve 
2¢ in. te eo —— oe . £-,. 2's 
3 in. -* o 8 8 . Bac OS 
3¢ in. be ee Oe oe Oe eee Oe 
4 in. es a 2 ee 


Bends, stock Branches, 


RAIN-WATER PIPES, &C. _ 
stock angles 


ae angles. 


d. 8. d. 8. d. 
2in, per yd.in _ plain 3 . «+ 2-n- we eS 
2¢in, » oe 8 +c ES ee ee SS 
3 in. ma ” o 4 5 . SS ee 
am : «3 o yo as ee oe, Be 
4in. e om Le 5 8 


L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES,—9 ft, lengths. London Prices. 


4in., 88. 4d. .. Sin. 98. 7d. - 6in., 11s. 0d. 
Per ten in London. 
{RON— , a ¢& saa: 
Common Bars ........ 2400 25 0 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 25 0 0 ., 26 0 0 
Staffordshire “ Marked 
Bars elu ttmdir Aa. tite we o 
Mild Steel Bars ........ 2810 0 .. 2310 O 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price wee, © 2. 2 8. Oo 
oa # 6D 


Hoop Iron, basis price .. 27 0 
ee alvanised ... 38 0 


Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizesto 20g... 25 0 0 .. 25 10 
24g. 2% 0 0 .. 26 10 


ns ”" 6c... 270 0 :. 28 0 


” ” 
Sheet iron, Galvanised ont ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. 


oo 


, 2 ft. wo 3 ft. to 20 g. Y 34 cy _— ) 28 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. a5 
and 24 g........+.. 0 0..34 10 ae 
Ordinary siaés io 20'g. <> 36 0 0.88 10 0J)/z 


ooo 


Since our last issue several prices have been revised.—Ed.] 


METALS (Continued). 
Pah » in beaten. 4 
a d. 


Sheet Iron, Gaivanised, dat, best guality— 


Ordinary sizes to 20g. .. . 
” ” 22 g. and Nominal 
24 BZ. .cccccceee cone 8 8 prices. 
Ordinary sizes to Den oe . oe. OS: .ve 


Galvanised Corrugated Sheete— 
er | = 6 ft. to 


SECON seaies, 00. 0 6 cs 
Ordinary Sica 22 g. and 98 20 6 i 
me TS ""*' $230 0 i.) Only. 


Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 


and thicker eeosecesece 27 0 0 ** — 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 z. 
kt ES FN Sv. 6 @ se - 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 209 0 O .,, _ 
* Cut Nails, 3in.to6in..... 31 00 .. 82 0 0 
(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 


LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London. 
ee a English,4ib. £ s. d. 
WE sietessionn’t> La | «se 
Pipe * GS wcceccccce OS Ea. BB ® 
Soil Pipe .........0..-. 3810 © .. 387 10 O 
Compo pipe .......... 4010 0 39 19 0 
NOTE—Country delivery, 20a, per ton eXtra ; juts under 
5 cwt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 
ewt. extra. 


| , 


Old lead, ex London area, | » 
at Mills ...... perton } 2010 0 .. 
Do., ex country, carriage 2110 0 es 
forward. esses per ton = 
CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet... << m= &£ SB .-va - 
Thin a ea te S 3 6 «és _ 
Copper nails .... 4, 023 .. _ 
Copper wire .... 4 0,2 4 .. _ 
TIN—English Ingots ,, Bi = — 
SOLDER—Piumbers’ ,, Oo 3 8 hee — 
, roe. © & 8 ks — 
Blowpipe .....+ S23 6 we _ 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZEs. 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths. .... 7§d. 82 oz fourths .... 109d. 
ep EE ccace . 8a. op CGS cércce Liga, 
21 ,, fourths .... 8d. Fluted,Obscured and 
a: GHEE wisesse 83d. Knamelied Sheet, 
26 ,, fourths .. . 94d. 15 oz. 7§4. 
thirds ..... - 10$d. 21 ,, S84$d. 


Extra price accord to size and substance {for 


squares cut from stock, 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES. Per Ft. 


§ Rolled plate (unobtainable) ...... besseces (= 
f Kough rolled and rough cast plate.......... " 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate........-. Sd. 
Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 
Flemish WEED cccccctuwecceewese Jeoces OE 
Ditto, tinted ........ ooteddeedsenseses: Ue 
Rolled Sheet ...... ° . 
White Rolled eG cn. covceovoceceoe® am 
linted do. cé seseveseeregpene. “OO 


ee ee ee eee eeeeeeee 


m 


c—-—-—— 


PAINTS, &c. 
Raw Linseed Oil ~ 1 ee 


” ” ” arrels wa 
” ” 9 in drums .... ea 
Boiled _,, 


ee = ee -- oes pat 
” ” 0 MMB wee ” 
Turpentine in barrels .......... * 
in drums (10 gail.) . 0 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton64 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD +s el 
“ Blackfriars,” “‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 Ib. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lotse..per ton delivered 91 10 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) . . per top 46 10 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt 1 11 
Filocdl.. ...20<ceoe bedeccsecsos Dawe OS 
Size. XD Quality........0....... fkn. 0 6 O 
Per gallon. 


VARNISHES, ae, "EO 
Fine Pale Oak . 5500 6bé80é000eeseoes” BE 
et 


ooocco 
—— 
oovcecoeo a 


age 
_ 


Saeco 


Pale Copal Oak — inneeden’ veecesoeosocves 

Superfine Pale Elastic Oak. 

Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ............ 018 

—— Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
h 


eeeeeeeeeeee 


Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage evecevecce 
Fine Pale Manle ...ccccsccccvcccccccccece 
Finest Pale Durable VOPR... ...e.eeeeeeees 
Extra Pale French Oil ...ccccsccccececece 
Eggshell Fiatting......... 
White Pale Enamel geccee 
Extra Pale Pape Rspeneet: soteheet 
meng hos 2 7 Aili cea tape 
Best Black Japan 
Oak and Mahogany Stain 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black. ...cccccccccccccccescccccce 
Kmotting ....ccvccccccescccccsescccsece 
French and Brush Polish .......sse+essss 





eee ee eee eee eneeee 


OOO OOO bt bt et et et et 
ceocceocecoescosoes ecooo 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER and is poe = ae 
Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possi 
average prices of materials, not seseasagtty the highest 


or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of ped informatior. 
- < i eB aE hE APRA ae Rlet 1. 
a id vi Dro ee bai - 
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TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
aneuld be addressed to “The Editor,” and must 
ednesday. 





reach us not later than 12 noon on W. 
* Denotes accepted. f Denotes provisionally accepted. 
2 Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


WEST HAM.—For painting, cleansing, repair, &c., 


of public buildings, for the County Borough of West 
am :— 
Mr. C. J. Kemp, Forest Gate 


(Section A) a .. £1,404 16 0 
Mr. C. J. Kemp, Forest Gate 

(Section E).. # -. 400 0 0 
Mr. J. Fretwell, Plaistow 

(Section B).. os a+ 42410 0 
Mr. H. C. Horswill, Forest Gate 

(Section C).. os .. 2,449 0 0 
Mr. H. C. Horswill, Forest Gate 

(Section D).. ee ae a ae. 
Mr. H. C. Horswill, Forest Gate 

(Section @).. Pe of 222 0 © 
Mr. J. Scott Fenn, Woolwich 

(Section H).. is 1,176 10 0 





WALTHAMSTOW.—Internal decorative work at 


the Carlton Cinema Theatre, High-street. Mr.-J. 
Williams Dunford, architect, 17, Southampton- 
street, W.C. 1 :— 

*A. J. Wick, Walthamstow -. £585 





LONDON.—For painting and decorating the 
exterior of the Central Finsbury Radical Club, 326, 
City-road, for the committee :— 

*J. ee 2714, New North-road, 


4S arr a oa Lo 0 0 

C, Markham, 11, Gt. Sutton-street, 

E.C. 1. on ‘oe oc. 24 0 O 
J. Whitby, 29, Eagle-street, 

Holborn ae ae «. 208 14 0 
Stoneley & Carroll, 131, Forest- 

lane, E.7 .. oe -, 29915 O 
Brevis, Ltd. 15, Sloane-street, 

ae sa o< «ae ar -3 
8. & J. Robinson 36, New Broad- 

street, E.C. oa -. 898 15 O 





LONDON.—The City Corporation has accepted 
the tenders of John Mowlem & Co. for masons’ and 
paviors’ work, for one year ; and that of D. R. Pater- 
son, Ltd., for sewerage and drainage works, for one 
year, at schedule prices. 





GRAYS.—For excavation of western portion of the 
sewerage scheme of the Thurrock, Grays and Tilbury 
Joint Sewerage Board :— 

*J. D. Binns, Croydon £33,731 


eee ee eenee 





HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHT’S IMPROVED and alse SHORTLAND’S 
PATENT WARM AIR VENTILATING PATTERNS. 


GEO. WRIGHT, Lt 155, Queen Victoria St., F.C. 4 


* Burton Weir Works, Retherham 











You are invited to send yeur enquiries 
for worked 


STONE, ALABASTER, 
MARBLE or GRANITE 


‘BUILDING 
ARCHITECTURAL 4 
MEMORIAL 

CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION. 


KELLY & Co. (cramp Bros.) Ltd. 


GREAT CENTRAL GRANITE WORKS 
129, Marylebone Road, N.W.1 


Puong.: Pap. 5518. 














GR) THE BUILDER rote 


GLASGOW —The Corporation has accepted the following tenders for the brick and concrete, 





joiner, slater and roughcast, plumber, plas 
erected as Gilshochill :— 
Block No. 1 
Brick Walls. 


G. Newton & Sons, mason, brick and 


COMCTOLE WOKS, . 00200 00cccccvcccese 58 5 1 
G. Laird & Son, Ltd., carpenter and 

eee eee 843 19 8 
William Laurie, slater and rougheast 

SED: 6 8 IER8 S095: 6.640660 006 152 14 1 
Colin Turner, plumber work ........ 335 17 0 
H. 8. Bathgate, plaster work ........ 117 18 0 
Chisholm Bros., painter work........ 7015 3 


(£2,479 9 1 


[Jury 4, 1919. 


carpenter and 


r, and painter work of the four experimental blocks of houses to be 


Block No. 2. 





Block No. 3. Block No, 4 

Stone Walls. Patent Concrete Double Concrete 
Walls. Valls, 

£1,325 14 137.. £1,213 1 6 £1,236 8 19 

847 13 1 862 19 6 795 12 9g 

123 6 3 104 111 0412 7 

336 6 O 361 15 10 332 14 9 

117 510 116 15 4 117 18 9 

70 15 7 67 8 1 68 8 9 

e—_—_—_— 

£2,821 0 10 £2,725 17 4 £2,645 14 1] 





MIDDLESBROUGH .— For erection of 100 houses, 
for the Corporation :— si 
*J. Parkinson & Sons, Blackpool .. £85,000 
LONDON —For the wood paving work for the 
Wandsworth Borough Council :— 
*J. Mowlem & Co.—(a) High-street, 
Clapham, between Clapham road 
saa Clapham Park-road 
(b) Bridgend-road, Fairfield 
(ce) Upper Richmond-road, between 
ieee, Putney, and Dyer’s- 
WED ¢0b-596 puscedwnaws.ce bese'ses 


£8,217 0 10 
3,052 0 0 


23,841 6 8 

PRESTON.—For the painting (a) Maitland-street 
Domestic Science Centre, and (b) Marsh-lane Centre, for 
the Corporation :— 

* (a) R. Hodgson £103 9 O 

* (b) R. Brierley 102 0 0 


GLASGOW.—For the erection of a sub-station in 
Holmfauldhead-drive, South Govan, for the Corpora- 
tion :-— 3 
Hunter & Clark, for the reinforced concrete, digger, 

mason, and brickwork, £8,983 19s. 44d. 
John M‘Donald, for the joiner work, £488 19s. 11d. 


George Munro, the plumber work, £114 10s. 4d. 





GLASGOW.—For (a) painting work at Ruchill 
Hospital, (b) painting work at same hospital, (c) paint- 
ing work at Baird-street Reception House, for the 
Yorporation :— 

7 * (a) Norfolk Decorators, Ltd. £1,961 10 0 

* (b) Chesholm 289 18 2 

* (c) J. Stirling 129 7 6 


Hampton Court. 

The Middlesex County Council-has asked for 
permission to be represented when the Parlia- 
mentary Committee takes evidence on the con- 
dition of the HamptonYCourt Palace flower 
gardens, and is to urge”that_ they, be restored 
to their pre-war, condition. 


J.J. ETRIDGE, J” 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 





Inspections and Reports made on - 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 


Telephone ;: Avenue 4040 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 





JAPANESE OAK 


dry and ready for immediate use. 


SYDNEY PRIDAY 


2a, Eastcheap, E.C.3  Tel.: Avenue 667, 














THE ee 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE | 


a esd2 


@ INSURANCE GOMPANY 
hy 





Security - : - £8,388,137 


FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS, 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. 


MARINE. 


45, Bale Street, Liverpool. 
Head Offices j455 Leadenhall Street, E:6. 





BRABY’S “DROP-DRY” GLAZING 


ECONOMICAL. 
EFFECTIVE. 


ESTIMATES FREE. 


ALSO N° 8 PATTERN 
WITH WOOD CORE. 


No. 6 
PATTERN. 





MANY THOUSANDS 
OF FEET FIXED TO 
ROOFS OF 
FACTORIES, WARE- 
HOUSES, &c. 


LOWEST PRICES. 


F.BRABY & C°’ L”’ 352-364, EUSTON RD., LONDON, N.W.1 


Telegrams: 


“Courteous, Busroad, Lendon.” AND AT 


LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, 


GLASGOW, FALKIRK,. &c. 


Telephone No.: 
Museum 3082 (5 Lines) 
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